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NOTE 


An  islander  sometimes  forgets  there  is  any  otlier  world  than 
that  which  confines  him  within  its  familiar  limits.  The  English 
and  Irish,  and  otlicr  nations,  testify  to  tliis  experience;  and  it 
has  had  the  ert'ect  of  forming  distin(-tive  character  and  history. 

The  reader  of  these  pages,  therefon-,  must  excuse  the  writer, 
if,  in  the  concentration  of  his  vision,  a  s(iuare  mile  of  islanded 
rock  appears  unconsciously  magnified  to  continental  proportions. 

It  has  been  an  agreeable  labor  to  draw  together  all  that  con- 
cerns a  spot  whose  boundaries  are  so  fixed  l)y  nature,  and  whose 
inhabitants,  moulded  ))y  their  environment  and  pursuits,  have 
had  a  remarkal)!}'^  uniform  d(;stiny.  As  in  your  own  garden, 
you  know,  with  a  pleasing  satisfaction,  every  tree  and  i)lant, 
s(j  the  small  area  and  well-defined  anrnds  of  this  ancient  town 
fiatter  the  investigator  with  the  feeling  that  he  may  master  them 
all.  But  nnich  comes  to  light  after  the  most  careful  research ; 
after  the  book  is  closed  some  missing  leaf  may  be  found. 
History  must  be  written  before  it  can  be  corrected  and  ampli- 
lied;  to  find  omissions  and  errors,  Ave  s(;t  down  Avhat  we  have 
collected,  antl  better  studi^nts  will  not  be  slow  to  discover  our 
(leficii'ucies. 

llei'e  1  liave  erected  a  small  cohuuu,  and  have  not  covered  it 
all  with  inscriptions;  I  havi;  left  j)l(.>ntiful  space,  which,  in 
future  editions,  I  hope  for  cooperation  in  completing. 
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NOTE 


I  ^vi.sll  to  acknowlea^e  my  obligations  for  assistance  in  com- 
piling this  little  book,  to  my  fcrll()\v-tovvnsi)co[)l(!  of  tlio  oklor 
generation  both  men  and  \vom(;n ;  to  tlie  Hon.  Secretary  and 
Deputy-Secretary  of  the  State  of  New  Ilaiupsliire,  for  access  to 
MS.  documents:  to  Hon.  Charles  II.  Bell,  of  Exeter  (N.  H. ),  to 
Hon.  J.  H.  Trumbull,  of  Hartford  (Conn.),  and  to  John  Savary, 
Es(i.,  of  the  Congressional  Library,  for  \  aluable  inforuiation. 

In  behalf  of  the  town  of  New  Castle,  and  of  myself,  I  desire 
esi)ecially  to  express  my  obligations  to  Hon.  Frank  Jones,  at 
whose  suggestion  and  generous  aid  this  book  hii.s  been  prei>ared. 

I  have  used  freely  State  and  local  histories,  transcripts  of 
original  documents,  local  biographies,  guiile-books,  and  the  JMS. 
records  and  i)ai)ers  of  New  Castle;  also,  though  often  Avith 
much  perplexity,  all  the  volunn^s  of  New  Hampshire  Trc^x  incial 
and  Town  rai)ers. 

Most  of  the  seals  and  autographs  have  been  drawn  by  J.  B. 
Thurston,  Esq.,  of  Concord  (N,  H.),  from  original  papers  in 
the  State  archives,  in  the  most  faithful  manner;  the  drawing  of 
the  New  Hampshire  Provincial  seal  is  especially  line. 
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IITSTOIUC    AND    ITCTII UKSQIJE. 


the  year  1873,  the  ancient  records  of  the  town 
of  New  Cattle  were  clLscovered  in  llert- 
fordshh'e,  Enghind,  and  not  long  after 
returned  to  their  original  home.  These 
"  records  begin  in  the  year  of  the  incorpo- 
ration of  the  to^vn,  IGOo,  and  extend  to 
172G.  Tlie  charter  of  incorporation,  on 
parchment,  elegantly  a\  ritten,  and  with 
all  the  legal  rechmdancies  usual  in  such 
documents,  hy  singular  good  fortune  has 
never  been  lost  or  stolen.  It  is  all  whole  and  legible,  though 
faded  and  yellow,  the  proper  tokens  of  its  authenticity;  only 
wanting  in  its  royal  seal,  which  some  too  fond  kner  of  an- 
tiquities has  abstracted.  And  noA\',  in  the  current  year,  18S4,  an 
anti(juc  silver  seal,*  found  among  the  relics  of  the  Langdon 
family,  has  been  restored  to  the  town. 

With  these  documents  and  the  references  to  be  found  in  the 
New  IIami)shire  Provincial  Papers,  together  with  local  tradi- 
tions, the  memories  of  old  people,  and  tlie  general  history  of  the 
settlement  of  New  Hampshire,  it  is  now  possible  to  collect  a  few 
fragments  of  the  annals  of  New  Castle. 

In  relating  this  small  local  history,  I  am  moved  by  a  sense  of 
duty  rather  tiian  b}''  my  tastes  or  my  litMcss.  In  trutli,  there  is 
no  one  else  who  will  undertalce  the  labor;  and  only  the  accident 
of  my  situation  has  made  it  incumbent  upon  me.  It  is,  I  con- 
fess, a  novel  situation  to  find  oneself  Avithout  a  competitor;  and 


*  A  fac-Birnile  of  this  seal  is  printed  ou  tlie  title-page. 
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the  reader  inu.st  not  expect  those  rc:^traiiit,s  ^^  liicli  every  wriier 
imposes  upon  himself  when  at  work  in  liis  own  appropriates  iUAd. 
I  wish  to  nialvO  a  picture  rather  than  another  chjcimient.  And  I 
am  quite  of  the  opinion  of  old  John  Aubrey,  tlie  famous  English 
antiquary:  "  jNIetliinl^s  it  sho^vs  a  kind  of  gratitiuhj  and  i^ood 
luiture  to  rcvie\\^  tlie  memories  and  memorials  of  the  pious  lony 
since  dead  and  gone." 

Yes ;  this  is  what  I  have  felt  in  reading-  or  hearing-  the  old 
memorials  of  this  island  toNvn;  gratlLnd(5  for  Uk;  jnety  and 
ln-a\'ery  of  its  forefathers,  and  onl3^good  natun;  and  annisement 
at  thcnr  quaint  customs  and  narro\v  affairs,  ON  cr  ^\hic•h  the}' 
spread  all  the  dignity  and  ceremonials  of  a  little  kingdom.  And 
the  stoi'y  is  typical  of  what  happened  everywhere  in  New  Eng- 
land, when  men,  from  necessity  as  well  as  choice,  put  in  opera- 
tion the  principles  of  free  government,  and  bound  communities 
by  their  self-determined  regulations.  Thus  the  social  and  ])olili- 
cal  history  of  our  country  can  be  read  in  small  as  in  large ;  as 
clearly  In  the  village  of  New  Castle  as  in  the  town  of  Boston. 
But  as  the  early  municipal  regulations  were  strict  and  minute, 
and  more  or  less  sumptuary,  and  as  tin-}''  concerned  sacred  as 
well  as  secular  affairs,  the  functions  of  church  and  town  not  yet 
being  divided,  some  part  of  the  life  of  the  people  escaped  their 
stern  codes,  and  overflowed  into  Avhat  we  may  call  the  eml)roi- 
deries,  or  frosting,  of  their  annals.  It  is  these  which  distinguish 
and  characterize  many  New  England  settlements.  Time  and 
groAvth  hiixe  obliterated  them  almc^st  uniA  crsally,  and  they  exist 
only  on  record  or  in  tradition.  In  a  few  places,  untouched  by 
progress,  they  remained  until  a  late  period.  These  embroideries, 
that  is,  those  things  beneath  the  dignit}"  of  history,  must  be  pre- 
served with  the  greater  care.  Welcome  are  the  poet  and  artist 
who  magically  touch  what  the  historian  dare  not,  the  unauthentic, 
the  incredible ! 

The  records  of  New  Castle  are  confined,  for  the  most  i)art,  to 
the  barest  recital  of  the  transactions  of  toAvn  meetings,  the  allot- 
ment of  lands,  car-mai'ks  of  cattle,  birlhs,  deaths,  and  marriages. 
If  this  Avere  all  that  happened  in  the  period  covered  by  the  entries, 
we  should  have  to  believe  our  fathers  and  mothers  Yiycd  indeed 
vapid  and  unexcited  lives.  But  it  is  aside  from  probable  fact, 
for  they  were  pioneer  adventurers,  not  Puritans  ;  islanders,  M'ith 
unknown  seas  and  rivers  in  front  of  them,  and  behind  them 
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mysterious  mountains  and  forests.  Add,  also,  the  fact  that  they 
were,  for  the  most  part,  of  old  Celtic  blood,  from  Devon  and 
Cornwall,  ^lnd  of  a  nioi-e  iniai;inati\  e  and  excitable  cast  tliau  the 
generality  of  New  England  coninuinities,  and  there  is  sullicicnL 
ground  to  l)elieve  that  lil'e  had  here  a  picturesqueness  and  flavor 
unrecorded  l)y  the  town  clerk  or  the  parish  minister.  Within 
my  recollection  there  Avere  traces  of  this  peculiar  insular  life; 
its  faint,  vanishing  odor,  like  that  of  an  old  attic  or  long  un- 
opened book,  I  sometimes  detected  ^\'hen  J  came  fresh  from 
the  modern  New  England.  But  tlie  siuumer  Avave  of  civilization 
moves  continually  eastward,  leaving  its  money  antl  its  manners; 
taking  away,  in  return,  health,  a  stilhn'  ner\  e,  aud,  if  possible, 
some  old  china  and  colonial  chairs.  Tlie  instijicts  of  the  people 
are  changed,  and  a  frightful  ]nediocrity  tln'eatens  every  most 
sequestered  New  England  nook.  T  i-cfcr  only  to  dress,  houses 
and  their  furnishings,  and  books  counnonly  fi)und.  The  unlittest 
alone  survive:  the  small  room,  the  close  stove,  the  tawdry  t=ub- 
scription-book,  the  frying-pan  and  bean-pot. 

The  traditions,  habits,  manners  and  customs,  and  provincial 
speech  of  the  people  of  Ne^v  Castle  are  rapidly  passing  away. 
They  ha\'e  had,  in  a  marked  degree,  all  the  peculiarities  belong- 
ing to  people  living  on  an  island.  Eastward  of  all  thorough- 
fares and  lines  of  travel,  and  sharing  in  that  fate  which  arrested 
the  commerce  of  Marblehead,  Salem,  and  Portsmouth,  they  haN^e 
been  left  undistur])ed  for  a  long  time  by  the  so-called  progress 
of  the  age.  Still  they  have  kept  to  their  calling,  seafaring, 
though  not  of  the  old  kind  Avhich  took  them  around  the  world, 
and  was  often  a  liberal  education;  but  their  seafaring  has  fol- 
lowed the  solitar}''  eastern  and  northern  haunts  of  the  cod  and 
mackerel,  so  that  their  lives  have  Ijeen  still  more  remote  and 
incommunicable  than  when  at  liome.  Thus  their  characteristics 
became  strengthened  into  a  type  Avhich,  though  passing,  is  not 
quite  extinct,  even  in  the  present  generation.  The  women  still 
know  wiien  one  of  their  companions  is  lost,  b(!forc  the  survivors 
return  to  tell  them.  The  sick  ludd  dui  on  the  night  flood,  l)ut 
die  on  the  night  ebb.  Nor  will  pork  fry  mcII,  but  is  watery  and 
sputters  if  butchered  wdien  the  tide  is  coining  in.  The  sun,  the 
wind  aud  the  l?ye  rote  mean  nuicli;  and  a  hundred  little  happen- 
ings make  \\\^  their  current  wisdom  and  daily  niiraele.  Tlieir 
neighbors'  cats,  dogs,  chickens,  and  bo^  s,  i)ut  them  into  a  state  of 
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siege  and  constant  declaration  of  -svar;  yet  in  the  niemoiy  of 
man  there  has  been  no  great  crime  committed  Jiere,  and  few,  if 
any,  petty.  This  docs  not  signify  a  superior  state  of  morals. 
Morals  are  ideals,  to  be  exemplilied  and  measured  l)y  intelligence. 

New  Castle  is  a  very  compact  little  village ;  the  houses  are 
almost  as  near  as  in  cities.  Never  anywhere  couhl  }  ou  hear  the 
perfect  theory  of  minding  your  own  business  expounded  so 
well  and  so  often  as  l^y  the  citizens  of  New  Castle ;  l)ut  one  has 
a  suspicion' — how  did  it  become  so  poi)ular  a  topic?  JUood  rela- 
tionship exists  in  this  community  to  an  astonishing  extent. 
Everj^body  is  related  to  everybody ;  and  very  likely  the  j^erson 
you  are  speaking  ill  of  is  first  cousin  to  the  person  you  are 
addressing.  Inter-marriage  lias  been  almost  of  necessity,  since 
the  inhabitants  seldom  Avent  abroad  and  fe^v  strangers  settled 
here  ;  and  this  has  helped  maintain  the  characteristic  features  of 
the  town  without  apparent  physical  degeneracy.  The  chi(.'f  and 
almost  sole  variation  in  the  local  strain  of  blootl,  has  ])een 
introduced  by  the  bold  soldiers  who  have  garrisoned  Fort  Con- 
stitution at  diirerent  periods  since  the  IvCA'olution ;  these,  and  an 
infrequent,  stranded  seaman,  lia^'c  produced  the  only  irregulari- 
ties ill  genealogy.  So  fondly  attached  are  the  people  to  their 
island  that  they  cannot  live  elsewhere,  save  at  sea,  Avithout  home- 
sickness ;  and  if  any  strange,  upland  man,  happens  to  marry  a 
New  Castle  Avoinan,  he  must  make  his  home  here,  and  love  the 
town  Avith  an  undivided  heart,  if  he  Avislies  domestic  concord 
and  contentment,  and  a  town  oftice.  Fond,  local  attachment 
belongs  to  dwellers  by  the  sea.  Nor  can  the}"^  be  happy  away 
from  their  boundless  horizon. 

"llluBiou  dwells  forever  with  the  wave." 

It  is  their  constant  excitement  and  stimulant ;  their  Avonder- 
land  no  less  than  their  larder  and  support.  It  is  their  almanac 
and  clock;  by  it  they  mark  most  natural  phenomena,  measure 
their  toil  and  rest,  their  riches  and  ll.eir  j  :»verty.  The  mariner 
and  fisherman  knpw  the  perils  of  their  calling,  l)ut  enjoy  the 
struggle,  lead  an  alert  and  boistta-ous  existence,  and  are  happy; 
often  improvident;  experiencing  more  than  most  men  the  frail 
tenure  of  life.  Mountaineers  have  much  the  same  attachment 
to  their  homes,  but  are  more  soml)re  and  apathetic. 
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You  cannot  climb  tlic  summits  every  (la_y.  and  at  length  they 
deject  and  conquer  puny  man.  A  mountain  is  a  noble  neighbor, 
a  river  is  a  pleasant  companion,  ljut  the  sea  is  a  master.  It 
is  good  to  a])ide  by;  emblem  of  activity,  of  mystery  and 
eternity.  It  draws  the  boy  from  the  shore  and  makes  him  a 
citizen  of  the  world.  lie  loves  it  as  a  plaything,  so  easily 
moved  and  still  so  smoothly  strong,  fascinating  and  graceful, 
yet  perilous,  "the  woman  of  nature;  "  and  it  is  the  child's  fond- 
ness for  water  that  later  lias  made  liini  use  it  for  his  ti-:ult^  and 
profession. 

But  the  New  Castle  sailor,  if  lie  outlive  danger,  gladly  returns 
to  his  birth-place,  and  like  the  Kenites  of  old,  "puts  his  nest  in 
a  rock,"  and  falls  easily  enough  into  its  circumscribed  life.  It  is 
impossible  not  to  admire  a  people  who  have  maintained,  from  the 
earliest  times,  their  unity,  traditions  and  blood;  who  are  as  far 
Avest  as  they  wish  to  be;  and  in  a  restless  age,  ha\'e  kei)t  the  path 
their  forefathers  trod. 

It  naturally  might  have  been  cxpectetl  that  the  close  proximity 
of  Portsmouth,  and  dependence  in  man}'  Avays  upon  that  cit}', 
wonld  have  produced  some  noticeal)le  ellect  u[)on  New  Castle, 
and  involuntarily  have  carried  it  along  with  the  times.  But 
there  has  been  a  rivalry  in  ignorance  of  each  other  between 
these  two  populations,  so  naturally  connected,  and,  in  fact, 
formerly  one  in  their  interests  and  atlairs.  They  have  not 
known  each  other  for  some  two  generations ;  and  Portsmouth 
did  not  re-discover  the  island  until  pointed  out  and  adopted  by 
strangers.  It  must  be  taken  into  account,  I  suppose,  as  a  partial 
explanation,  that  since  1812  Portsmouth  has  been  herself  in  a 
state  of  decay  or  paralysis.  Her  acti\'ity  has  not  been  over- 
powering to  the  surrounding  towns.  She.  is  not  aggressive  or 
grasping ;  she  has  little  of  the  missionary  spirit,  loves  to  be 
well  let  alone,  and  impresses  the  observer  as  needing  noth- 
ing to  complete  her  perfect  and  serene  self-satisfaction.  This, 
with  her  well-preserved  colonial  architecture  and  long-descended 
liousehold  furniture,  china  ami  sih  er,  and  the  gentility  befitting 
such  inheritances,  as  Avell  as  that  wdiich  comes  of  breeding  and 
ancestry,  make  up  the  chief  charm  of  Portsmouth.  The  tranquil 
streets,  the  clean,  comfortable  appearance  of  all  externals,  and  the 
completed  and  restful  look  of  e\'erything,  make  one  grateful  for 
the  fate  which  has  left  it  nnde\'astatc-(l  by  im[)rovements.  But 
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is  a  long  time  since  Portsinoutli  held  any  social  relations  with 
New  Castle.  Some  of  her  most  distinguislied  families  in  old 
days,  —  the  Sheafes,  Atkinsons,  Jaflreys,  Vaughans,  and  others, 
—  came  from  New  Castle.  The  only  occasion  when  the  citizens 
of  Portsmouth  take  much  interest  in  our  islanders  is  on  elec- 
tion anniversaries.  Formerly  tlie  town  election  was  held  just 
one  week  previous  to  the  State  election ;  and  it  was  the  only 
local  election  in  New  Hampshire  occurring  so  near  the  gen- 
eral; and  this  happened  in  conformity  to  the  ancient  charter 
of  the  town.  In  times,  therefore,  of  political  excitement,  a 
lierce  contest  always  occurred  over  the  election  of  town  officers, 
as  their  political  complexion  was  supposed  to  indicate  the  gen- 
eral result  in  the  other  parts  of  the  State.  As  goes  New  Castle 
so  goes  the  State,  was  the  current  sa3dng. 

Emissaries  from  Portsmouth  and  other  parts  of  the  State,  with 
well-fdled  pockets  and  oil3'-  tongues,  used  then  to  labor  diligently 
among  ns,  and  made  us  believe  we  were  of  vast  importance  and  the 
best  fellows  in  the  world.  We  were  welcomed  in  Portsmouth  as 
persons  with  the  destiny  of  the  countiy  in  our  hands,  and  the  great 
men  of  our  little  metropolis  could  n't  see  enough  of  ns.  Of 
course  we  were  flattered  and  swelled  to  the  size  of  the  party 
balloons.  We  made  feasts  for  them,  we  and  our  wives  and  chil- 
dren, and  then  we  all  made  speeches,  saying  tlie  cleverest  things 
we  could  think  of  in  each  other's  praise.  It  did  seem  as  if  the 
lamb  of  Great  Island  and  the  lion  of  Strawberry  Bank  were 
about  to  lie  down  together;  or,  in  plain  language,  that  now 
we  were  of  the  size  of  Portsmouth,  and  that  intercourse  and 
good-fellowship  Avould  no  more  be  interrupted.  Alas,  it  was 
all  very  bad  for  our  morals  and  politics,  and  especially  unfor- 
tunate in  the  administration  of  town  aflairs,  which  became 
of  not  the  least  consequence  when  party  questions  intervened. 
We  were  periodically  neglected,  and  for  a  few  weeks  petted 
and  cajoled  by  the  customs  officers,  postmasters,  and  great 
statesmen  of  Portsmouth.  This  is  now  all  changed,  in  tlie 
change  of  the  State  election  to  tlie  fall  of  the  year ;  and  the  local 
affairs  of  New  Castle  are  at  i)resent  well  managed  and  generally 
entrusted  to  the  best  men,  irrespective  of  party  prejudices. 
Some  grievances  remain,  a  legacy  from  the  period  I  have  de- 
scribed. Among  them,  a  war  debt  of  twentj'-six  thousand  dollars, 
now  bonded  at  live  per  cent;  as  unjust  and  undeserved  a  burden 
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as  ever  was  inflicted  upon  any  community.  The  levies  of  soldiers 
for  the  war  of  Kebellion  were  made  upon  a  flctitious  basis  of 
enrolment  of  more  than  thirty  per  cent.  But  we  bear  it  witli- 
out  flinching-,  have  always  paid  tlie  interest  promptly,  and  some 
portion  of  the  principal;  and,  meanwhile,  have  never  curtailed 
our  appropriations  for  schools,  roads,  or  other  public  interests. 

The  very  isolation  of  which  I  have  spoken,  has  made  the  people 
self-dependent,  and  their  enterprise  has  been  adequate  to  their 
necessities.  They  built  the  flrst  bridge  of  any  extent  in  the  State, 
over  Little  Harbor,  for  their  own  convenience  and  that  of  their 
outlying  townsmen  in  that  part  of  their  territory  now  called  Kye, 
and  formerly  Sandy  Beach;  they  built  the  flrst  mills,  saw  and 
grist,  damming  the  tide  for  supply  of  power  into  the  same 
reservoir  now  used  for  the  small  pleasure-boats  of  Went- 
worth  Hotel.  The  present  dam  is  built  upon  the  foundations 
of  the  old.  Here,  also,  is  said  to  have  been  in  old  times,  a 
bakery  ;  and  on  the  .shores  near  the  supposed  sites  of  these  build- 
ings, led  by  dreams  and  traditions,  people  still  dig  for  buried 
treasures.  This  search  for  gold  and  silver,  hidden  by  pirates,  or 
when  the  ancient  settlers  feared  the  coming  of  enemies,  has 
been  a  frequent  incident  in  New  Castle  annals.  Seldom,  how- 
ever, has  it  been  undertaken  by  natives;  they  know  better,  and 
can,  any  leisure  day,  with  a  couple  of  dories  and  a  windlass,  flsh 
up  in  the  harbor  an  anchor  or  two,  worth  more  than  all  the 
treasure-trove  yet  discovered.  The  next  best  thing  to  do  is  to 
dig  in  one's  own  garden;  there  are  certain  riches  which  come  to 
the  surface  nowhere  larger  or  more  abundant  than  in  tlie  fertile 
bowls  of  dark  mould  between  the  warm  ledges,  which  run 
northeast  and  southwest  across  the  island,  dipping  at  an  angle 
of  about  45°,  Yet  1  will  not  deny  that  several  interesting 
relics  have  also  been  found,  as  coins,  Indian  implements, 
and  some  of  our  grandmothers'  spoons,  crocks  and  buttons. 


,t 


8 


NEW  CASTLE 


Unman  bones  would  bd  more  common  did  we  dig  deeper; 
for  every  field  has  been  a  burial-plac(i  in  times  gone  by,  when 
the  dead  reposed  in  tlieir  own  acres,  and  were  comforted 
by  the  near  presence  of  their  beloved  homes  and  unforget- 
ful  friends.  All  over  the  island,  singly  or  in  families,  some- 
times with  a  marble  or  slate  memorial,  sometimes  with  only  tlie 
rough  stones  of  the  field  planted  at  the  head  and  foot  of  the 
low  mounds,  rest  the  lofty  and  the  lowly  forefathers  of  our 
present  villagers ;  rest  amid  the  ledges,  wliere  the  thin  soil 
scarce  covers  them  warmly,  or  yonder  in  the  edge  of  the  field, 
where  the  ground  is  not  too  precious  for  other  planting; 
there  the  tanzy  grows  rank,  and  everything  betokens  the  conse- 
cration of  neglect;  there  the  ancient  gravestones  lean  and  crum- 
ble, the  names  grow  dim  and  become  to  the  living  like  the  names 
of  strangers.  Yet  however  blealc  and  desolate  the  situation,  the 
ocean  is  everywhere  in  full  view.  Nor  could  one  seeking  where 
to  rest  when  his  watch  ^vas  over  "  wish  for  couch  more  magnifi- 
cent." 


Whether  our  ancestors  derived  the  custom  of  selecting  the 
most  barren  soil  for  burial-places  from  the  ancient  Britons, 
who  appropriated  the  moors  and  waste  places  for  a  similar  pur- 
pose, is  a  matter  of  conjecture.  Certainly  it  is  a  most  ancient 
custom,  practiced  by  many  nations,  and  the  Egyptians  buried 
their  dead  in  the  desert.  Plato,  in  The  Laws,  would  forbid  food- 
bearing  ground  being  used  for  sepulture,  and  assigns  only  use- 
less spots.  And  he  also  adds  an  injunction  worthy  of  being 
repeated  to  ambitious  monument  builders:  "Make  not  the 
upright  tombstones  greater  than  what  may  contain  the  praises 
of  the  deceased  in  not  more  than  four  heroic  veraes." 

But  only  a  part  of  ISiiW  Castle's  dead  sleep  in  their  native  earth. 
Some  are  at  the  bottom  of  the  stream  which  empties  here ;  some 
in  the  Eastern  bays,  and  mau}^  in  those  waters  so  fatal  to  fisher- 
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meu  about  llic  Geori!,vs  J^aiiks.  One  cenotaph  in  the  town,  records 
the  loss  of  eleven  men,  in  the  prime  of  life,  in  the  space  of  eiglit 
3'ears.    The  ijiscription  reads  : 

"To  the  memory  of  the  citizens  of  New  Castle  lost  at  sea.  I  saw  the  dead, 
small  and  great,  stand  before  Grod  —  and  the  sea  gave  up  the  dead  which  were 
in  it." 

As  I  have  said,  tliougii  only  a  part  of  the  dead  are  here, 
tlie  ,<i,roinid  is  full  of  graves.  One  of  my  old  neigiil)ors  who 
owned  a  yoke  of  oxen  and  did  most  of  the  ploughing'  in  town, 
was  always  in  fear  lest  liis  cattle  sliould  sink  a  leg  into  some 
ancient  grave,  as  liad  often  liappened.  By  tliis  sign  he  knew 
where  man}'  of  tlie  old  family  l)urial-places  were,  even  though 
the  ground  was  le\el.  "I've  been  in  tliem,"  he  said;  "in 
old  times  they  didn't  dig  very  deep,  and  wlien  tlie  coHin  gets 
empty  and  the  wood  thin  and  a  heavy  ox:  steps  on  the  right 
place,  down  he  goes."  Sometimes  Ave  plough  up  a  couj)le 
of  wedge-shaped  stones,  like  colossal  Indian  arrow-heads,  near 
together,  in  the  line  of  the  same  furrow,  perhaps ;  we  know  ver}' 
well  what  tliey  signify,  and  haw  the  cattle  on  the  next  bout. 
Between  them,  according  to  that  lamented  scholar,  poet,  and 
Portsmouth  antiquarian,  John  Elwyn,  "  sleei)  the  early  settlers, 
fidl  of  years,  labors,  simplicity,  and — nun." 

Very  likely,  for  in  the  last  seven  years  of  the  last  century, 
nine  men  and  two  women,  Lucrece  Tredick  and  Grace  Yeaton, 
retailed  rum  and  other  spirits  to  the  thirsty  citizens,  going  and 
coming  from  their  labors,  their  dry  sermons,  wet  funerals  and 
jolly  weddings.  This  was  at  about  the  rate  of  one  rumsellcr  to 
every  fifty  inhabitants.  How  much  have  we  changed  since  those 
dear,  sad  old  times  !  And  no^v  there  is  no  liquor  sold  in  town  — 
and  the  wells  give  out  almost  every  summer .'  Last  year  was 
exceptional;  at  the  laying  of  the  corner-stone  of  Mr.  K.  C. 
Stednian's  tower,  we  hatl  an  excellent  punch,  composed  by  the 
poet  and  his  architect,  which  carried  us  comfortably  through  the 
dry  season. 

But  to  come  back  to  om*  mortuary  annals  :  once  only  can  I 
remember  that  we  turned  up  a  slab  of  >ilate  having  a  name  and 
inscription.  We  laid  it  aside  on  the  top  of  a  ledgx;,  and  there  it 
remainetl  for  a  long  time.  No  one  knew  anything  about  it,  or 
the  name  and  (iates,  cut  deeu  under  an  urn  tmd  weei)ing-willow 
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tree.  Now,  because  our  town  records  are  uncommonly  com- 
plete and  go  far  back,  the  descendants  of  old  New  Castle 
families  often  come  here  liunting  for  tlieir  ancestral  tree.  Not 
often  do  they  find  much  more  than  names  and  dates.  But  one 
lucky  gentleman,  a  somewhat  distinguished  sculptor,  not  only 
traced  his  family  record  here,  but  recognized  the  stone  I  have 
spoken  of  as  liis  remote  ancestor's,  reclaimed  the  forgotten 
memorial  and  carried  it  off  in  pious  triumph  to  adorn  the  wall  of 
his  studio  in  Florence. 

However,  1  would  warn  all  explorcirs  after  their  genealogical 
tree,  that  we  cannot  always  furnish  such  tangible  mementos  of 
their  progenitors;  it  would  l)c  like  expecting  the  (college  of 
heralds  not  only  to  furnish  a  coat  of  arms,  but  plate  and  coacli. 

Within  a  dozen  years  two  attempts  have  been  made  to  enclose 
a  public  cemetery  in  New  Castle.  One  of  them  Avas  a  failure, 
owing  to  the  fact  that  its  projector  was  one  of  its  first  occu- 
pants;  the  other  has  been  a  succejis,  and,  so  to  speak,  is  the 
fashionable  resort.  It  is  very  well  situated,  sloping  to  the 
western  water.  Both  were  private  enterprises,  for  the  sole  end 
of  money-making.  If  anything  could  be  queer  in  this  trading 
Avorld,  it  is  the  making  merchandise  of  sepulchral  ground.  'J'he 
poor  njan  is  seldom  al>le  to  buy  more  than  Avhat  an  ould  be  the 
corner  of  a  potter's  lield;  and  he  never  would  be  rich  enough, 
after  the  expense  of  a  lot,  however  deep  his  grief,  to  erect  a 
tombstone  large  enough  to  contain  four  heroic  verses. 

It  is  already  sufiiciently  difiicult  to  live  in  this  living  age;  but 
who  can  afibrd  to  die  ?  Only  the  rich,  and  members  of  the  New 
York  Stock  Board  with  tlieir  ten  thousand  dollar  premium  on 
death.  Let  us  have  cremation  as  a  way  of  economy,  but  not  cre- 
mation companies  ;  that  also  has  the  taint  of  profit  and  loss.  Let 
every  man  have  his  own  ustrinum,  which  is  easily  made  of  flat 
stones,  a  cord  or  two  of  good  fuel,  a  little  oil,  sweet  spices  and  a 
few  pieces  of  wood  whose  combustion  emits  a  fragrant  smell, 
like  the  black  birch  or  apple  tree.  Then  gathering  up  the  small 
remains,  they  can  be  affectionately  deposited  under  the  humblest 
roof,  there  to  abide  honored  and  incorruptible.  "  He  that  hath 
the  ashes  of  his  friend,  hath  an  everlasting  treas\ire." 

One  of  the  consequences  of  our  popular  cemetery  in  New 
Castle,  has  been  the  removal  to  it  of  the  scattered  dead  from 
private  grounds,  sometimes  in  possession  of  their  friends,  more 
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often  not.  It  is  disturbing  to  one's  sensibilities  to  see  liis  dead 
reposing  in  another  man's  lield;  they  seem  but  lialf  Ids ;  tliey 
seem  to  reproacli  1dm  with  some  indifterence.  But  this  digging 
np  the  long  burietl  dead  is  a  dreadful  trade;  a  curse  is  n])on  it 
from  of  old,  either  through  honor  or  hate.  Better  tliey  should 
slumber  where  the  first  thought  placed  them.  Nature  Avill  honor 
lliem  Avhen  men  have  done.  She  wreathes  a  testimony  out  of 
their  neglect.  I  love  to  see  the  scattered,  sequestered  graves  in 
the  lone  and  waste  corners  of  our  island.  There  the  wild  rose, 
the  bramble,  the  tanzy,  and  perchance  some  garden  flower, 
struggling  for  life  through  half  a  century,  gathc;r  and  grow  with 
a  moi'C  profuse  luxuriance  and  a  ]>righter  color.  There  let  them 
sleep. 

Perhaps  the  reader  will  think  this  is  ))ut  sentiment,  and  that, 
at  any  rate,  we  have  tarried  long  enough  among  the  dead.  But 
he  must  remember  that  New  Castle  contains  eight  generations  of 
dead  and  only  one  living;  and  though  1  did  not  promise  a  faith- 
ful history,  we  must  find  our  perspective  in  the  past  in  oi'der  to 
group  intelligently  our  modern  figures  and  manners.  I  will  oidy 
take  the  reader  to  one  more  graveyard,  that  of  the  colony 
which  first  settled  New  Hampshire  and  built  Mason  Hall.  But 
])efore  doing  so  I  will  describe  a  scene,  at  which  I,  in  a  manner, 
assisted,  and  which  forever  prejudiced  me  agahist  the  removal 
of  dead  bodies  from  one  place  to  another. 

It  chanced  that  a  very  aged  man,  who  once  had  lived  in  Jallrc}'^ 
Cottage,  and  from  theuce  had  buried,  long  ago,  his  helpmeet  in  a 
field  belonging  to  it,  bethought  him  in  his  latter  days  to  gather  into 
one  place  the  several  wives  whom  he  had  lost  and  buried  in  his 
various  wandering  homes,  so  that  he  might  be  laid  himself,  at  his 
own  soon-expected-  end,  ))eside  tlieni  all.  Thrice  liad  he  b(H;n 
mated  ;  now  all  were  gone  ))efore  hini.  His  earliest  mate  was  hen; ; 
and  liere,  one  gray,  autumnal  day,  he  came  to  disint(;r  lu;r  I'emains, 
then  thirty-two  years  under  the  turf.  Tlicre  was  no  fence,  no 
stone,  and  scarcely  a  mound  to  mai-k  the  spot.  'J'he  field  had  been 
ploughed,  but  the  grave  still  maintained  a  slight  elevation  above 
the  level,  so  that  the  plow  respected  it,  and  the  long  grass  had 
grown  uncut,  ripened,  and  falliMi  over  it  in  a  tangled  mat.  The 
old  man  brought  with  him  a  graN  e-digger,  who  was  the  brother 
of  Hamlet's.  He  removed  the  turf  gaily,  and  as  fast  as  the  spade 
went  down  his  spirits  I'ose.    1  thought  it  forced,  to  encourage 
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his  own  fearful  heart  in  the  ii<>ly  hibor.  The  old  man  sat  in  the 
wagon  ch)se  bcsitle  the  grave;  ho  was  too  decrepit  to  do  more. 
To  him  tiie  grave-digg-er  addressed  most  of  liis  grim  and  not 
too  delicate  sallies,  of  wliich  the  old  man  tooi<  no  notice.  lie  did 
not  answer,  lie  did  not  speak;  his  sad,  dim  e^-es  were  looking  out 
over  the  dim  sea.  Ft  was  lil'ty  years  ago  lie  was  looking  into. 
The  grave-digger  was  in  no  haste  now,  after  he  had  cut 
through  the  tough,  bound-out  turf ;  he  too,  e\'er  and  anon,  lean- 
ing on  his  spade,  gazed  at  the  sea;  then  put  in  his  spade  again, 
and  presently  remarked  that  he  thought  he  had  "  struclc  her;" 
queried  of  the  old  man,  how  much  he  expected  to  find  of  her ;  and 
"  was  she  a  good  sized  one  ?"  "  Womini  goes  quicker 'n  men, 
'specially  if  they're  plump."  "  N"ow,  you,  old  man,  will  last  a 
good  long  time  after  you  are  laid  in  ;  when  a  man  gits  do\vn  to 
the  bone  afore  he  dies,  he  has  a  good  chance  of  stayin*  prettj' 
inucli  so  —  till  he's  wanted  —  wliich  isn't  often.  Women  doesn't 
come  diggin'  up  their  old  hubbies,  no,  I  guess  not,  not  nmch; 
tliey  goes  filipperin'  around  after  a  live  one."  "  Is  n't  that  so?  " 
and  he  winked  at  the  old  man,  who  paid  not  the  least  attention. 
"  Now,  which  wife  was  this  V  Lem  me  see  —  three —  tliis  must 
liave  been  the  tirst  woman;  well,  you'll  make  quite  a  company 
when  we  git  you  all  histed  (mt  and  laid  in  a  row  long  er  the  old 
man  —  and  most  of  the  cliildren  dead,  too.  AVliat  a  dreadful 
dyiu'  lot  you've  been,  though." 

At  this  cheerful  remark  the  old  man  turned  to  me  and  inf{uircd 
what  I  got  for  my  potatoes  this  year.  It  was  a  faint  attempt  to 
change  the  subject,  to  divert  his  own  mind,  perhaps  to  dissemble 
his  pain.  I  sympathized  with  him  and  pitied  him;  but  Avas,  I 
confess,  too  nmch  absorbed  in  the  wliole  spectacle,  which  real- 
ized to  me  more  than  I  had  ever  seen  befoi'e,  on  ov  off  the  stage  ; 
and  whose  pathetic  and  comic  aspe(;ts,  tlierc;  in  tlic  dc^solate  field 
l)eside  the  lonesome  sea,  never  can  ))e  forgotten  and  never  i)or- 
tray(;d — until  I  assist  in  the  long  ex|)(;cted  "  great  American 
Drama." 

Tlie  grave-digg'er  was  now  removing  the  top  of  tlie  collin, 
grown  thin  as  veneer,  but  without  a  rent.  I  peered  fearfully 
down,  attracted  and  repelled  al,  oiuc  by  the  ghastly  exi)ectation. 
The  clown  looked  up  and  asked  if  [  supposed  I  sliould  see  any 
worms.  I  said  no,  I  thought  they  nmst  have  finished  their  con- 
tract. "  Meetiu'-house  talk,  young  man;  minister's  lingo.  Tliere 
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ain't  no  worms  wlierc  dead  folks  be ;  they 's  as  pertickiiler  as  the 
rest  on  lis  ;  thay  knows  what  they  likes,  and  tins  ere  sort  of  sui;ar 
wouldn't  melt  in  their  mouth;  nor  they  don't  never  i>o  nigh  so 
deep,  they'd  be  dead  themselves  lirst.  Tliey  goes  'bout  as  deep 
as  a  plow,  not  a  mite  more,  and  don't  care  to  tackle  the  under- 
])iiniin'  of  the  airth,  let  alone  3^er  molnigany  co/hn  l^oards,  sillvs 
and  satins  and  them  air  I)est  clothes  old  folks  used  to  dress  up 
their  coipses  in.  They  don't  like  no  such  things,  these  ere  com- 
mon M^orms  runnin'  roun'  the  ground.  (Jood  'nough  meetin'- 
house  talk ;  but  the  fact  is,  young  man"  — ^here  he  held  up  a  lock 
of  hair  fastened  to  a  soft,  half  fluid  clot  of  black  dissolution  — 
"  vvell,  if  I  had  this  ere  jol)  of  callin'  sinners  to  rei)entance,  I 
could  give  'em  some  pints  wus  than  worms.  Look  at  that  air 
stuff!  wouldn't  they  go  for'ard  lively  for  i)rayers  now,  if  you 
could  just  pictcr  out  the  raal  state  of  the  case  in  about  thirty 
years'  time  after  they  warnt  no  more  livin'.  Them 's  the  pints 
I 'd  give  'em;  and  [ 'd  stock  up  our  old  empty  meetin'-house  till 
you  could  n't  get  a  back  seat  with  yer  gal.  Them  as  has  been 
down  into  a  grave  knows  how  things  air  down  liere ;  and  this  ere 
talkin'  of  worms  and  dust  and  ashes  don't  alarm  nobody  wlio 
don't  know  how  it  isn't  so." 

In  some  doubt  as  to  where  this  last  statement  had  landed  liim, 
he  added,  reflectively,  "  It's  just  so."  f  nodded  assent,  wishing 
to  keep  him  from  tantalizing  the  ol<l  nian.  But  it  was  in  vain. 
Having  delivered  his  little  science  to  me  and  his  scheme  for 
awakening  the  unconverted,  he  returned  upon  his  victim. 

"Shall  we  scrape  her  all  up,  old  man?"  "All,"  said  he. 
"  Well,  commonly,  folks  is  pretty  well  satisfied  with  the  bones. 
They  think  they  've  got  'em  when  tliey  've  got  their  bones.  I  tell 
'em  they  're  'bout  right.  Bones  is  c-nough,  e-nough  ;  the  rest  on 
us  might  as  well  l)e  in  one  place  as  'nother.  AVe  shall  git  a 
new  settin'  out  by  the  time  we  want  our  bones  agin.  Howsum- 
ever,  old  man,  we'll  git  her  all  together,  if  you  say  so;  mebbe 
she  was  precious. 

"  Young  man,  just  pass  me  that  box ;  the  old  man  is  so  slim  I 
'spose  he  could  n't  git  out  of  the  \\  a.'oii  if 't  was  his  <)\\  n  fuiiei'al." 
The  grave-digger,  seeing  we  neitlier  of  us  smiled  at  liis  jibe, 
chuckled  himself  audibly.  I  handed  hhn  a  small,  plain  box  from 
under  the  seat  of  the  old  man's  wagon ;  he  took  it  and  set  it  down 
in  one  end  of  the  grave,  remarking  to  me  in  a  whisper  that  it  was 
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large  enough  for  a  whole  family  of  undergrounders ;  and  that  he 
should  put  in  some  dirt  with  the  remains,  "so  the  old  man 
shouldn't  be  disappointed  with  the  small  lot  of  his  lirst  wife." 
Then  he  lifted  out  the  ])ox  and  clambered  out  himself,  relilled 
the  tenantless  grave,  hannnered  down  the  cover  of  the  box  with 
a  stone  and  placed  it  back  under  the  wagon-seat. 

Then  they  rode  away  together,  the  (luick  anil  tlie  dead ;  lie  to 
his  old,  she  to  her  new  a])ode  near  by,  where  she  might  moi'(i 
conveniently  await  his  coming,  whicli,  it  seenuMl  to  me,  Nvas  now 
the  only  wish  of  the  pious  and  venerable  old  man. 

1  could  not  feel,  after  this  strange  scene,  that  lu;  had  robbed 
me  or  my  fields  of  any  of  our  dead.  There  remained  no 
less  to  them  and  to  me.  And  the  tri\'iality  of  the  grave,  (jven  its 
humor,  the  thought  of  which  the  irreverent  grave-digger  had 
provoked  in  me,  was  quickly  silenced  as  1  ^valked  home  past  a 
spot  of  newly  mounded  earth.  The  gra\  e-digger  himself  made 
the  whole  scene  so  unimaginal)le  and  fantastic,  that  in  a  litth; 
while  1  ^vas  in  doul)t  whether  it  was  actual  or  a  dream. 

New  Castle,  being  situated  between  the  tu  «>  out  kits  of  the 
Piscataqua  I'iver,  nmst  luu  i;  l>een  naturally  noted  l)y  the  earliest 
navigatoi's;  but  is  not  mentioned  by  any  name  w  hich  we  now 
recognize.  Martin  P^-ing,  in  1(!03,  ivxplored  the  Piscataqua  foi' 
ten  or  twelve  miles  inland,  and  calls  it  "  the  westernmost  and 
best  river,"  and  its  shores  full  of  -'  goodly  groves  and  ANcjods." 
He  found  mast-pines  and  oaks  in  abundance,  t)ut  not  the  sassa- 
fras, AN'hich  was  the  patent  medictiiie  of  the  age,  the  A  in-y  tree  of 
life.  AVith  a  store  of  sassafras  one  might  li\e  hmg  antl  ^^■ell, 
even  in  old  England.  Spain  sought,  in  the  same  spirit,  for  the 
fountain  of  3'outh  ;  and  all  nations  for  the  transmutation  of  gold. 
It  is  curious  to  note  how  the  early  (!Xplor(!rs  found  in  America 
almost  everything  but  the  particular  object  of  their  adventuri;. 
There  is  one  notable  exception  :  some  of  them  sought  freedom 
and  found  it.  New  Hampshire  forests  were  su])posed  to  be  ful! 
of  the  spicy  sassafras;  but  they  actually  found  mast-pine  lre(!s, 
which  f(jr  many  a  year  were  a  f)recious  ])Ossession  to  Ihigland  ; 
and  S(Jon  the  broad  arrow  \\  as  seen  t  \'ery  when;,  to  the  constant 
vexaticm  and  embroilment  of  tlu-  (;arly  setthirs.  In  eHect  it  was 
just  like  the  game  laws  in  their  old  honie.  M(xst  of  the  mast 
timber  aiid  the  oak  were  ti'ansport(;d  t-o  the  shipyards  of  l^ng- 
land ;  although  (me  lifty-four-gun  ship,  the  Faulkland,  ^\  as  built 
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at  Port^iiioiith  in  ]()!)0.    IVFarthi  Pring  saw  no  Indians;  but 
Cliainplain,  "wlio  touched  licrc  in  KjO.";,  found  a  party  of  tlioni. 
Avlio  drew  for  liini  as  niucli  of  tlie  adjacent  coasts  as  they  knew. 
Chauipbiin  is  supposed  to  liave  hmded  at  Avhat  is  now  Odiorn(.''s 
Point,  on  the  south-western  side  of  Little  Harbor. 

It  is  on  Odiorne's  l\)int  tliat  we  liear  at  New  Castki  tlic  role  of 
the  sea,  tlie  ])reinonition  of  storm.  It  is  a  melancholy  sound,  oc- 
curring- at  intervals  of  a  miiuite,  usually  accomj)anyin^-  the  retro- 
gression of  the  tliird  wave,  which  ^ve  always  count  the  hnigest  and 
largest.  On  a  i)ebl)ly  beacJi  it  draws  l)ach  tlie  small  stones  o\'er 
each  other,  and  as  they  raffle  doNMi  llu-re  is  prtxlnced  that  i)eculiar 
sound,  Avhich,  heard  at  a  distance,  wt,'  call  the  rote,  ^^'e  ;inlici- 
pato  wind  and  storm  from  tliat  (juai-fer  ;  we  nuisl  tlien  lool<  nvcII  to 
oiu"  moorings,  and  the  householder  nnist  (dose  the  storm-door, 
^vhi(■h  ])erhaps  has  been  fastened  1)ack  for  a  month. 

After  Champlain,  came,  in  KUf ,  Ca])t.  ,Iohn  Smith,  lie  describes 
tilt,  situation  here  in  a  fcNN  Avords  :  ''a  safe  harbor  Avith  a  rock}- 
shore."  He  gave  their  lirst  name  to  the  Isles  of  Shoals,  after 
his  own,  Smith's  Isles;  and  he  also  has  the  credit  of  christening 
New  Ihigland.  (ieorge  A\'ither,  the  t)ld  ]'higlish  religious  i)oel, 
in  a  ])oem  addressed  to  him,  has  a  line  that  corrol)orates  the 
assertion  : 

"  In  ttiat  nido  gardtHi  you  New  Ku.<,d:iijd  8tile." 

The  ancient  navigatiu's  found  these  sliores  rude  in  the  sense 
that  the  art  of  man  had  not  been  exercised  upon  them.  The 
luitural  features,  the  virgin  a\  ealth,  they  sa\v  and  pi'aised.  They 
suspected  great  mineral  resources,  and  for  years  the  promotei's 
of  the  first  expeditions  to  the  New  Hampshire  lands  were  con- 
stantly imploring  the  settlers  "  to  tind  some  good  mines."  They 
gratilied  them  by  sending  to  England  specimens  of  the  "  Granite 
State  !  "  We  know  now  what  they  must  have  been  ;  but  what  they 
themselves  thought  they  were  is  indicated  by  a  little  inventory  of 
minerals  with  which  a  vessel  called  the  "  Pidc-C'ow  "  returned  to 
some  English  port  about  KWU.  "Tlic  5th  of  August  the  iron 
stone  taken  in  the  shipp  ;  there  is  of  ;j  soartes,  on  sort  that  the 
niyne  doth  cast  forth  as  the  tre(;  doth  gum,  *  *  on  of  the 
other  soartes  avc  take  to  be  A  cr}'  rich." 

These  stones  Avere  taken  from  the  vicinity  of  Don  ei-.  Put  they 
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did  not  satisfy  the  English  merchants  who  had  planted  the  col- 
onies here;  one  of  whom  writes  back  that  "  the  christall  stones 
you  sent  are  of  little  or  no  value,  unless  they  were  so  great  to  make 
drinking  cupps  or  some  other  workes,  as  pillars  for  faire  lookinge 
glasses,  or  for  garnishing  rich  cabinets.  Good  iron  or  lead  oare 
I  should  like  better  of,  if  it  could  be  found."  Nothing  could  be 
found  under  ground  of  any  value ;  but  the  Great  Carbuncle  of 
the  White  Mountains  and  the  fabulous  scarlet  muscle  of  Little 
Harbor  remained  to  excite  the  imagination  of  the  adventurers. 
Why  these  shores  should  luu-e  been  thought  by  them  to  be  a 
favorable  location  for  vineyards  seems  strange ;  yet  it  must  l)e 
remembered  that  the  earlier  explorers  generall}^  touched  here  in 
late  spring  or  summer,  when 'the  verdure  was  wonderfully  luxu- 
riant and  green,  and  their  reports  portrayed  the  country  with  a 
tropical  pen;  and  in  conversation,  no  doubt,  with  a  still  more 
exaggerated  touch.  The  vine  has  not  been  a  success.  John 
Barleycorn  has  outdone  the  grape.  Yet  the  ancient  cellars  were 
not  without  some  choice  wine  for  a  wedding,  and  old  rum  for 
funerals  was  never  Avanting. 

Meanwhile,  the  actual  resources  of  the  region,  peltry,  fishing 
and  lumbering,  continued  to  grow  in  importance,  and  became  tlie 
foundations  of  substantial  and  prolonged  prosperit}'.  The  pine 
comiuered  the  sassafras,  and  silver  was  foiuid  more  comnuni  in 
the  mouth  of  the  coiltish,  at  the  end  of  a  hook,  than  at  the  point 
of  a  pick.  Beyond  all,  as  our  Farmer's  Almanac  remintls  us 
year  after  year.  New  Hampshire's  choicest  crop  is  men  and 
women. 

When  the  tirst  settlement  was  made  in  New  Castle  is  unknown  ; 
but  as  early  as  1G50  it  was  already  a  place  of  considera))le  im- 
portance. Its  proximity  to  Odiorne's  Point,  just  across  Little 
Harbor,  where  the  first  house  in  New  Hampshire  was  built,  in 
1623,  is  sullicient  ground  to  suppose  that  this  island  must  have 
been  occupied  very  soon  after  the  lantling  of  the  first  company 
of  settlers. 

To  see  how  natural  is  this  supposition,  let  us  take  the  short 
excursion  from  New  Castle  to  Udioi-ne  s  roint.  From  the  Went- 
worth  Hotel  tlie  site  is  in  plain  view  ;  by  water  it  is  a  mile  dis- 
tant ;  by  land  it  is  two  miles  of  pheasant,  winding  road :  tirst 
south  along  the  riglit  ])ank  of  Sagamore  Creek,  then  east  and 
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northeast  through  woodland  roads,  until  we  cross  Seavey's 
Creek  and  are  again  in  front  of  the  ocean.  In  a  lialf  mile  more 
we  are  beside  a  large  farm-house  under  old  elms ;  this  is  the 
Odiorne  homestead,  which  lias  been  in  tlic  famil}'  since  IGGO. 

I  promised  the  reader  a  visit  to  one  moi  e  grave3'ard  ;  and  here, 
just  south  of  the  house,  it  is.  I'our  st(me  walls  enclose  a  little 
field,  into  which  have  sunk  the  rude  memorials  of  the  iirst  New 
Hampshire  graves.  No  inscriptions  reveal  names  or  dates;  even 
tlie  "  unl(!ttercd  muse"  made  no  record;  the  simple  pioneers  had 
only  the  security  of  tlie  final  register.  A  few  trees  grow  among 
the  graves;  the  foot  of  an  ancient  "walnut,  ten  feet  in  circumfer- 
ence, nearly  covers  one  of  the  gravestones.  Deciduous  trees,  and 
especially  the  Avalnut,  grow  so  very  slowly  on  the  seashore,  that  I 
judge  this  tree  to  be  at  least  two  hundred  years  old.  Near  this 
yard,  a  little  south,  was  the  block-house,  their  citadel  of  safety; 
and  probably  a  little  chapel,  for  it  is  known  that  among  the  eflects 
of  the  colony  were  articles  of  religious  use.  These  are  their 
names  in  an  inventory  of  1G35  : 

"  1  great  bible, 
12  service  books, 
1  pewter  ftlaggon, 

1  comnuinion  cup, 

2  line  ta))lecloths, 
2  napkins." 

These  Averc  for  the  service  of  peace  and  righteousness.  Per- 
haps the  reader  would  like  to  know  what  were  their  weapons  of 
war,  some  of  which,  no  doubt,  Avere  contained  in  their  block- 
house. For  heavy  artillery  they  possessed  pieces  with  formid- 
able names,  at  least,  as  ''makers,"  ''minions,"  rabenets"  and 
"  4  wurthers  besides  aljout  tAVO  hundred  small  arms  and  thir- 
teen iKirrels  of  powder.  Their  "  tAvo  drums,  lifteen  recorders 
and  hautboys,"  were  prol)ably  the  first  nuisical  instruments 
brought  into  New  England.  These  drums,  recorders,  and  haut- 
boys are  set  down  in  the  inventorv  under  the  head  of  "arms 
and  aiumunition  ;  "  but  for  Avhat  purpose  were  the  last  tAvo  nuisi- 
cal instruments  ?  All  we  can  say  is,  they  sho\v  the  colony  was 
not  riiritan.  Perhaps  they  expected  to  dance  round  ihe  May- 
Pole;  and  they  were  not  Avithout  proper  partners  for  the  dance, 
for  the  iMiglish  company  a\  hich  sent  out  the  coloii)^  provided 


18 


NEW  CASTLE 


twenty-two  Avomen,  some  of  wlioin  must  liave  been  unmarried, 
as  the  factor  of  the  company  here,  Ambrose  Gibbens,  writes 
home  for  more  married  people,  because  "maids  they  are  sooue 
ii,onne  in  tliis  countrie."  They  liad  for  the  lisliini^  business 
"0  greo.t  shallojjs,"  "5  lishing-  boats  with  sails,"  and  "  ];') 
skills."  They  had,  also,  two  liundred  and  sixty-live  domestic 
animals  of  dilferent  kinds,  "  tAvo  by  two"  for  increase;.  Tliis 
matter  turned  out  accordin,^-  to  the  intention,  for  the  saiiic 
Am})rose  Gil)ben.s  says,  in  one  of  his  (inaint,  sententious  letters 
to  his  principal,  "  Capt.  Neale  a[)poynted  me  Uvo  of  your  i^oales 
to  keepe  at  liis  departinj^e.  I  ])r;iise  God  they  ai-e  4."  Tlie  kine 
multiplied  most,  however;  and  the  breed  is  said  to  be  still  per- 
petuated in  this  region.  The  only  book  in  the  old  imemtory, 
besides  the  Bibles  and  service  books,  is  one  on  farming  or  gar- 
dening, in  Latin,  or  at  least  with  a  Latin  title,  "  Georgins  (ajri- 
coloe."  There  are  no  remains  of  the  ))lock-house  or  other  buihlings 
near  the  burial-place,  but  the  well  is  near  by.  A  living  spi  iug  in 
tlie  bank  of  the  beach,  close  to  the  settlement,  is  supposed  to 
have  ))een  one  of  the  chief  conveniences  that  attracted  the 
adventurers.  Mason  Ilall,  their  jjrincipal  building,  and  named 
for  the  grantee  of  the  Avhole  country'  now  called  New  Hamp- 
shire, was  situated  on  a  slight  eminence  opposite  tlie  present 
Odiorne  homestead.  There  is  no  record  of  the  dimensions  of 
this  building.  The  name.  Mason  Hall,  has  a  lofty,  manorial 
sound;  but  I  fear  it  would  shrink  to  a  rude  and  rather  s(iualid 
structure  were  we  able  to  reconstruct  it  of  its  original  propor- 
tions and  materials.  ^Vlbeit,  let  the  name  and  the  sound  I'emain 
to  revive  the  imagination,  l)y  whose  light  we  can  most  prohtably 
explore  the  obscure  beginnings  of  great  enterprises.  Whate\-er 
tlie  building,  the  situation  is  noble.  It  is  a  slightly  elevated  and 
level  promontory,  sloping  to  the  water,  and  including  the  land 
from  Seavey's  Creek  to  the  mouth  of  Little  Harbor.  Nothing 
could  show  more  discretion  or  finer  perception  of  natural  Ijeauty 
than  the  site  selected  by  our  ancestors  for  the  foundation  of 
their  enterprise.  A  friend  of  mine  has  said  that  the  choice 
would  have  raised  the  reputation  ol'  a  Plujenician  navigator,  lie 
was  nearly  right.  The  best  harbor  on  the  coast;  the  mouth  of  a 
deep  and  broad  river,  easily  def(msible,  and  Avhich  they  took  care 
to  fortify  inniiediately ;  twenty  islands  between  the;  sea  and 
rortsnioiith,  green  to  the  tid(!,  where  they  meet  the  cleai-est  of 
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waters ;  a  climate  tempered  from  excessive  heat  or  cold  In'  tlie 
ocean;  witli  less  fog,  rain  and  east  wind  than  is  usual  in  seaside 
situations;  surrounded  by  a  fertile  and  well-timbered  country, — ■ 
certainly  leave  nothing  to  seelv  for  loN  cliness  and  conveniency  of 
habitation.  There  is  no  monument  to  mark  tlie  site  of  Mason 
Hall.  Some  ])art  of  its  foundations  may  be  traced;  and  yoii 
will  ])e  shown,  on  as]<ing  at  the  Odiorne  homestead,  an  old 
raisin-])Ox  partly  lilled  with  the  broken  relics  found  about  it; 
these  consist  of  some  iron  and  pewter  utensils,  broken  pipes, 
bullets  and  moulds,  and  a  three-pound  cannon-ball,  intended, 
doubtless,  for  a  "saker"  or  "mnrther."  Some  portions  of  a 
human  skeleton  came  to  light  in  digging  near  the  site  of  ]\Iason 
Hall  a  fewyears  since;  thest^  were  laid  ui)on  the  l)eam  of  an  out- 
building and  forgotten.  At  length  the  building  M'as  removed  lo 
another  part  of  the  grounds;  the  poor  bones  fell  from  tlieir 
ignoble  shelf,  and  when  thought  of  again,  could  not  be  found. 

So  fares  it  with  the  Plymouth  Ivock  of  Ne\\^  Hampshire.  The 
gra\  es  of  its  heroes  neglected,  their  very  bones  lying  al^out  like 
broken  crockery,  and  the  relics  of  Mason  Hall  consigned  to  a 
raisin  box  !  Shame  upon  the  State  of  New  Hampshire  !  What  has 
she  ever  done  to  preserve  her  early  history  ?  Nothing  but  ])rint  a 
mass  of  confused  and  imperfect  Provincial  Papers.  What  does 
she  know  of  Capt.  Walter  Neale,  the  first  Governor  of  Little  Htu-- 
l)or  settlement ;  he  who  discovered  the  White  Mountains  and  made 
an  expedition  against  P)ixyBull,  the  pirate  of  this  coast  ?  Is  his 
portrait  among  the  distinguished  factory  and  railroad  governors 
with  which  our  State  Capitol  is  adorning  itself  of  late  ?  We  fear 
not;  and  still  we  believe  he  will  pass  down  in  history  sometime 
after  these  other  portraits  will  have  become  master-pieces  of  a 
lost  art  of  perpetuating  the  obscure. 

T  must,  then,  before  we  leave  Mason  Hall,  draw  a  small  likeness 
of  the  man,  in  prolile  as  it  were,  so  that  we  may  realize  at  least 
the  characteristic  outlines  of  the  class  of  men  who  planted  the 
lirst  civilization  here.  They  had  few  princii)l(;s  in  common  Avitli 
the  i)lantations  at  Plymouth  and  Massachusetts  Jiay.  They  had 
no  ordinances  against  dancing,  May  Pole,  falling  bands  or  long 
hair;  nor  did  they  iment  a  hnndred  other  petty,  suini)tuary 
des  ices  to  make  this  life  as  bleak  as  possible,  and  the  next  not 
worth  having  at  current  l^iritan  prices.  At  lirst  they  an  ere 
royalists  and  cluirchmen ;  they  changed  at  length  and  became 
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like  their  neighbors,  partly  from  force,  partly  from  policy.  But 
for  some  time  there  was  much  religious  toleration  in  tlie  New 
Ham p sh ire  se ttle me n t . 

Massachusetts  packed  her  Quakers  olT  to  llliode  Island  ;  her 
Antinomians  to  New  Ilamijshire.  From  l(i50  to  1700  tliere  were 
some  very  strange  clergymen  in  Hampton,  Portsmouth,  and 
Dover.  Their  common  weakness  was  Solomon's.  One  lie\ . 
Thomas  Larkham,  of  Dover,  is  on  record  as  having  had  a  damag- 
ing alfair  with  a  certain  "  hantlsome  widow."  The  following 
epigram  is  feigned  to  be  his  own  rather  bold  confession  : 

1  helped  the  Town,  the  Church  re-editied, 
And  preached  the  people  doctrine  old  and  sound; 

I  showed  them  how  to  car  the  country-side, 
And  led  the  way  on  Widow  Xutter's  ground. 

The  civil  ollicers,  the  agents,  factors,  sherills  and  governors 
were  also  a  gay,  fortune-hunting,  philantlering  company,  of 
whom  Capt.  Walter  Neale  was  a  conspicuous  type ;  and  I  have 
promised  liis  portrait  to  accompany  Mason  Hall,  and  which  iiav- 
ing  glanced  at,  ^ve  will  cross  the  water  to  Great  Island,  the  origi- 
nal designation  of  New  Castle. 

Capt.  Walter  Neale  was  a  true  soldier  of  fortune  ;  always  ready 
for  an  expedition  or  campaign;  always  seeking  that  kind  of  em- 
ployment from  the  English  court  or  any  transient  patron  among 
the  gentry ;  always  begging  for  something,  and  not  averse  to 
recounting  his  own  services,  merits  and  distresses.  He  de- 
scribes himself,  when  seeking  an  appointment  in  these  parts,  as 
never  having  had  any  other  profession  but  his  sword,  nor  other 
fortunes  than  the  Avar;  and  he  adds  pathetically  that  liis  debts 
are  clamorous  and  his  wants  insupportable.  When  not  other- 
wise engaged  he  acted  as  captain  and  drill-master  of  the  Lon- 
don militia.  He  Avas  a  free  lance,  among  the  last  of  the 
knights-errant,  and  of  the  Round  Table.  Such  Avas  the  lirst 
governor  of  New  Hampsliire  and  all  the  lands  to  the  east- 
Avard  of  Massachusetts  Bay.  He  has  nothing  in  common  witii 
the  solemn  and  pragmatical  Winthrops  and  Endicotts;  and 
instead  of  settling  quietly  down  at  ]\Iason  Hall  to  found  a 
churcli  and  raise  corn,  he  goes  in  searcii  of  the  fabled  land  of 
Laconia,  in  expectation  of  lintling  i)recious  stones  and  mines  of 
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gold.  Arriving"  at  the  White  jMoiiiitains  and  picking  up  wiiat 
I'e.seinbled  crystals,  he  named  tlieni  the  Crystal  Hills.  For  tliree 
years  he  explored  tlie  \voods,  planned  fortilications,  drilled  the 
settlers  in  arms,  and  chased  pirates.  He  is  a  typical  character,  of 
the  same  family  of  lialeigli,  Smitli,  and  Standish;  men  who  dis- 
covered new  countries,  founded  colonies,  —  uniting  the  real  and 
the  romantic  as  never  before,  — and  went  trading  and  exploring 
round  tlie  world,  writing  love  songs  and  marvellous  narratives, 
and  all  as  if  it  were  the  pastime  of  tlie  moment,  and  e\'ery  day 
would  bring  a  "  noljle  chance." 

As  we  stand  on  the  site  of  Mason  Hall,  New  Castle  is  in  full 
view  and  looks  inviting.  So  it  must  have  appeared  to  the  lirst 
settlers,  and  being  so  near  they  soon  took  possession  of  it. 
Sometime  between  lG2u  and  KkSo,  nnist  be  the  date  of  its 
lirst  occupation,  for  by  the  recent  transcript  of  a  document  in 
the  English  archives,  it  ajjpears  that  between  tliose  years,  the 
company  sent  out  by  .John  Mason  to  occupy  liis  grant,  had  not 
only  founded  the  Mason  Hall  and  its  defences,  but  "did  Iniild 
many  houses  upon  the  great  Maud,  which  lyeth  at  the  entrance 
of  said  river  (Pascattaway)  ui)on  which  he  [the  proprietor  here 
puts  himself  for  his  agents]  erected  a  flbrt  and  mounted  it  with 
tenn  Guns  for  the  Defence  of  said  Island  and  lliver." 

I'he  groiHid  for  the  f ort  ^^'as  laid  out  on  the  northeast  point  of 
the  island,  and  was  meant  to  extend  from  the  water  to  the  high 
ledge,  on  Avhich  now  stands  Walhach's  Martello  Towei'.  This 
])lace  has  always  been  known  as  Foi-t  Point,  and  has  l)een  alter- 
nately fortified  and  neglected  since  the  earliest  times.  It  was 
called  Tlie  Castle,  in  the  early  tinu;,  then  Fort  William  and  ]\Iary, 
and  during  the  Revolution,  Fort  Hancock  ;  and  when  it  was  rebuilt 
in  1808,  probably  received  its  present  name.  Fort  Constitution. 
Since  the  close  of  the  Ilebellion,  Fort  Constitution  has  been 
nothing  but  a  melancholy  miin;  parts  of  the  old  avails  are  stand- 
mg,  and  the  new  are  left  unlinished.  Never  could  you  see  any- 
where such  a  waste  of  buildings,  building  materials,  tools,  and 
property  of  every  sort,  by  sheer  neglect,  as  at  Fort  Constitution 
during  the  last  liftctm  years.  It  has  not  e\'en  a  tlag-staff;  and  ^\(' 
sliould  never  know  in  New  Castle  w  licn  it  was  the  2'Jd 
ary  or  July  4th,  but  for  the  bonlire  and  excellent  drum-coi  ijs  of 
oui"  patriotic  boys.  Its  garrison  consists  of  a  single  soldier,  an 
ordnance-serjeant.     In  tlie  earliest  times  it  was  manned  entirely 
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by  citizens  of  Ngav  Castle,  >vho,  in  consequence,  were  exempted 
from  otlier  military  duties,  in  campaigns  against  the  Indians  and 
French.  At  length  they  grew  weary  of  the  "  constant  burden  of 
watching  and  warding,"  petitioned  to  be  relieA-ed,  and  men  wi  re 
drawn  from  other  places  for  the  p"^arpose.  The  lirst  conunand- 
ing  oflicer  of  the  Fort  was  Kichard  Cutts,  in  1074,  whose  lieuten- 
ant was  Elias  Stileman;  both  were  New  Castle  men.  On  the 
death  of  Cutts,  Stileman  became  captain,  and  continued  in  the 
office  a  long  time.  The  old  Fort,  though  several  times  alarmed, 
has  never  flred  a  belligerent  gun.  It  has  been  once  captured, 
but  not  by  an  enemy,  and  without  bloodshed.  The  event  ante- 
dates Lexington  and  Concord  by  nearly  four  months ;  and  it  is 
passing  strange  that  so  significant  a  circumstance  should  be 
almost  unknown  and  unnoticed. 

New  Castle  was  the  scene  of  the  first  important  aggressive 
armed  action  of  the  Revolutionary  patriots. 

The  story  is  one  of  the  interesting  episodes  that  open  the 
liistor}'  of  the  Ke volution,  and  was  the  lirst  overt  act  of  Ihe 
rebellion  against  the  military  power  of  England;  the  lirst  of 
Avhich  the  English  government  recei\'ed  official  notice.  It  is 
associated,  too,  wdth  one  of  the  romantic  figures  of  the  times, 
Paul  Eevere.  Before  Paul  Pe^ere's  ride  to  Lexington  and 
Concord,  he  had  taken  a  much  longer  one,  if  not  as  cele- 
brated. On  the  13th  of  December,  1774,  he  rode  express  from 
Boston  to  Portsmouth,  dispatched  by  the  Boston  Commit- 
tee of  Safet3^  to  inform"  the  similar  organization  in  Portsmouth 
of  the  new  order  of  the  British,  that  no  gunpowder  or  militar}'' 
stores  should  be  exported  to  America.  No  doubt  this  informa- 
tion was  coupled  Avith  advice  to  secure  the  gunpowder  at  Fort 
William  and  Mary,  before  the  arrival  of  a  large  garrison,  reported 
also,  by  Paul  Revere,  to  be  on  its  way.  Therefore,  the  next  night, 
or  next  day  (the  14th),  the  Portsmouth  "  Sons  of  Liberty,"  with 
the  patriots  of  New  Castle,  in  all  about  four  hundred,  under 
command  of  Maj.  John  Sullivan  and  ('a])t.  John  Langdon*  —  he 
who  afterward  oll'ered  his  "hard  mone}  ,"'  i)late,  and  "  sev(mty 
hogsheads  of  Tobago  rum"  to  the  sei-vice  of  the  State;  first 
l)residont  of  the  United  States  Senate  and  governor  of  New 
Hampshire  —  proceeding  to  the  fort  by  water,  as  there  were  then 


*  Some  authorities  say  Capt.  John  Pickering  alwo. 
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no  bridges,  invested  it  and  summoned  Capt.  John  Cochran  and 
his  five  soldiers  to  surrender.  However,  it  was  not  the  officers 
and  men,  nor  yet  the  fort  they  came  for,  but  its  one  hundred 
])arrels  of  powder,  whicli  they  carried  away  and  secreted  under 
Durham  mceting-liouse.  Tlie  subsequent  liistory  of  tliis  ])ow- 
der  is  equally  interesting-  with  its  capture  -,  for  most  of  it  Avas 
used  at  Bunker  Hill,  being  carted  there  by  oxen  all  tlie  way  from 
Durham  town,  just  in  season  to  be  served  to  the  soldiers  ou  tlic 
eve  of  the  engagement;  and  the  last  ounce  of  it  was  fired  iu 
1800,  from  tlie  shotgun  formerly  belonging  to  Sir  William 
Pepperell,  and  found  as  fatal  to  tlie  Madbury  gray  squirrels  as 
it  liad  been  to  Khig  George's  red-coats. 

Paul  Revere's  ride,  the  expedition  and  capture  of  the  fort,  the 
subsequent  service  of  the  powder  in  the  first  battle  of  the  llevo- 
lution,  and  its  final  peaceful  report  iu  the  Madbury  woods,  taken 
together  do  make  a  suggestive  and  poetic  st(jry.  There  is  als(>a 
comic  as{)cct  in  poor  Capt.  Cochran  and  his  live  soldiers  (two  of 
them  being  recruited  -for  this  occasion)  at  the  mercy  of  four 
hundred  men  ;  and  the  humorous  is  furnished  by  the  countersign 
of  the  Sons  of  Liberty  while  preparing  the  attack  : 

"  We  are  going  to  take  a  ^^lass  of  wiue 
"With  Captain  Cockerine,  Cockerine."* 

Nor  is  this  all  the  history ;  there  is  much  more  incident,  too 
much  for  this  place.  Sufiice  it  to  say,  that  this  same  powder 
effectually  blew  up  the  royal  administration  of  Gov.  John  Wcnt- 
worth  at  Portsmouth  and  throughout  the  Province  of  New  Hamp- 
shire; so  that  he  had  to  report  to  his  superiors  in  the  same 
language  of  his  predecessor,  Ca^jt.  Walter  Ncale,  concerning  the 


*'L'iu're  are  many  MS.  letters  of  Cochran  iu  the  New  Hampshire  archivee.  We 
give  the  signature  of  one  of  tliem. 
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Laconian  Utopia — "  nun  est  inventa  provincia.'"  The  last  scenes 
in  the  official  career  of  Gov.  Wentworth  take  ns  to  New  Castle ; 
and  liis  star  linally  sets  at  the  Isles  of  Shoals.  In  fear  of  his  life, 
he  fled  to  Fort  William  and  Mary,  now  for  a  brief  period  nnder 
the  protection  of  tlie  British  men-of-war,  the  Scarborongh  and 
Canceaux,  from  Avhmice  lie  attempted  to  exercise  his  oflice,  in 
vain.  Soon  he  sails  for  Boston  ;  and  not  loni^  after  ventures  to 
return,  but  no  nearer  than  tlie  Isles  of  Shoals,  where,  on  Septem- 
l)er  24th,  1775,  he  issues  his  last  i)roclamation  to  the  rebels  of 
New  Hampshire. 

It  Avas  wliile  the  British  ships,  just  alluded  to,  were  at  anchor 
in  the  harbor  and  Avere  supposed  to  be  about  to  destroy  Ne\v 
Castle  and  Portsmouth,  tliat  tlie  fascinating  Mary  Sparliawlx, 
tlie  Tory  belle  of  Kittery,  captivat(Ml  the  heart  of  the  Canceaux' 
connnander,  Capt.  Mowatt,  and  changed  his  fell  ])urpose.  She 
thought  Portland  would  do  just  as  well  to  sack  as  Portsmoutli ; 
and  so  he  sailed  away  to  that  port  and  burned  four  hundred 
houses. 

Fort  William  and  Mary  seems  to  have  been  abandoned  during 
the  lle^•olution  ;  and  new  defences  were  erected  on  the  islands 
nearer  Portsmouth.  These  earthworks  an;  still  visible,  and  on 
their  southern  sloi)es  the  grass,  in  spring,  is  earlier  green  than 
elsewhere  along  the  Piscataqna.  A  deep  i)eace  has  settled  over 
them  ;  nature  has  smoothed  and  rounded  all  traces  of  their  hostile 
purpose;  there  the  cattle  now  pasture,  or  climb  the  parapets 
in  summer  afternoons  to  ruminate,  and  face  the  cool  breeze 
from  the  outer  sea.  And  I  must  not  forget  the  st.'rjeant's  cow  at 
Fort  Constitution,  Avhich  wanders  and  feeds  OAcr  the  ruined 
enclosure,  cropping  the  sweet  herbage,  which  so  soon  endeavors 
to  obliterate  and  beautify  the  negligence  and  de\-astation  of  man. 

At  the  southeast  angle  of  Fort  Constitution  is  Fort  Point 
lighthouse,  the  inner  light  of  Portsmouth  liarbor.  The  flrst 
structure  was  Iniilt  under  the  administration  of  Gov.  John  Went- 
worth  in  1771.  Previous  to  that  jx-riod,  the  only  light  shown 
was  a  huitcu'u  from  the  llagstaH"  of  Ihe  fort-.  Gov.  W<;ntwort,h 
appealed  to  the  Provincial  Assembly  for  a  grant  sufficient  f(;r 
the  lantern;  and  later,  for  the  lighthouse.  lie  told  the  Assembly 
in  his  best  rhetoric,  that  "  Every  future  expiring  cry  of  a  drown- 
ing Mariner  n[)()n  our  coast,  will  bitterly  accuse  the  nnfeeling 
liecusant  that  wastes  that  Life  to  save  a  paltry  unblesst'd  Shil- 
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ling."  But  shillings,  blessed  or  unblessed,  were  scarce  in  those 
days ;  and  the  Assembly  talked  of  squandering  the  pe  ople's 
money,  after  the  current  manner.  However,  the  Governor  built 
the  lighthouse,  and  left  the  Asseml)ly  to  pay  for  it  afterwards. 
It  was  of  wood,  and  plenty  of  it.  If  shillings  Avere  not  abund- 
ant, timber  was;  and  there  ^vas  more  than  enough  in  the  old 
structure  to  build  a  modern  house.  It  was  eight-sided,  and 
straddled  the  rocks  like  a  Avooden  Colossus.  The  main  tinilxTs 
were  ninety  feet  in  height  and  eighteen  inches  square,  and  must 
have  been  of  primeval  growth.  The  base  diameter  of  tlu;  builtl- 
ing  was  forty  feet.  It  was  built  to  endure,  and  a  thousand  yeai-s 
would  have  been  a  moderate  limit  to  its  usefulness.  In  1789  it 
was  ceded  l)y  the  State  to  the  United  States.  In  185-1  it  was 
shortened  to  sixty  feet,  so  as  not  to  l)e  mistaken  for  Wlialesback, 
the  outer  harbor  light.  In  1879  it  was  pulled  down,  and  a  hideous 
iron  tower  took  its  place,  which  resembles  nothing  so  nmch  as  a 
length  of  corpulent  stove-pipe,  set  on  end — and  painted. 

The  Martello  Tower,  a  little  west  of  the  Fort  and  the  light- 
house, is  the  most  picturesque  object  in  New  Castle.  It  is  l)uilt 
on  tlie  ridge  of  a  higli  ledge,  anciently  called  Jourdan's  Eocks. 
Artists  have  painted  it,  and  poets  love  to  relate  its  story,  relying 
upon  each  other  for  imaginary  eml)ellishments.  Its  date  is  so 
recent  and  its  history  so  small,  that  it  is  almost  necessary  to 
invent  some  facts,  in  order  properly  to  celcl)rate  so  rare  a  ruin. 
One  feels  that  if  it  has  not  a  legend  it  ought  to  have. 


THE  LEGEND  OF  WALBACH  TOWER. 

(NEW  CASTLE  N.  U.  A,  ]j.  1814.) 

Ik  you  should  turn  your  fo<  t  from  yonder  town 

Intent  to  bathe  your  eyes  with  healing'  niglit 

Of  open  Bea,  and  ialanda  rishig  through, 

Mere  heajis  of  shattered  ledge  that  have  outstood 

Eternal  Btorm,  though  gray,  defiant  still, 

The  river  shows  the  path  that  you  must  go; 

Its  stream  engrails  the  shores  of  twenty  isles, 
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And  pleasant  is  tho  way  as  la  its  end; 

For  you  will  idle  on  tbo  bridges  tbree, 

And  loiter  through  the  ancient  village  street, 

That  crowns  the  harbor  mouth;  then  you  will  come 

To  beaches  hard,  and  smoothed  by  each  now  tide 

Rolling  between  the  low,  port-cullised  rocks, 

Rocks  bare  a-top,  but  kirtled  at  the  feet 

With  sea-weed  draperies  that  iloat  or  fall. 

As  swells  or  sinks  the  lonely,  restless  wave. 

There,  just  above  the  shore,  is  Walbach  Tower, 

Its  crumbling  parapet  with  grass  and  weeds 

O'ergrown,  and  peaceful  iu  its  slow  decay. 

Old  people  always  tell  strange  tales  to  us, 

A  later  race  —  always  old  talcs  are  strange. 

And  seems  the  story  of  this  ancient  Tower 

A  marvel,  though  believing  while  I  hear. 

Because  who  tell  it  do  believe  it  true. 

Three  English  ships  lay  under  Appledore, 

And  men  iu  groups  stood  ou  the  rocks,  intent 

If  they  the  fort  could  mean  to  cannonade, 

Or  land  along  the  coast  and  inland  march 

To  sack  and  burn  the  wealthy  Portsmouth  Town. 

The  morning  dawned  and  twice  again  it  dawned. 

And  still  the  hostile  ships  at  anchor  swung ; 

But  now  a  rumor  ran  they  meant  to  land; 

At  once  brave  Walbach  was  resolved  to  build 

A  tower  which  all  the  beaches  should  command, 

And  mount  thereon  his  sole  tremendous  gun. 

He  summoned  all  the  villagers  at  dusk 

Of  one  September  Sunday  when  the  days 

Are  shortening,  and  the  nights  are  bright  and  cool. 

Men  came  and  boys,  and  with  them  women  came, 

Whose  dauntless  mothers  helped  our  fathers  win, 

In  that  rebellious  time  against  the  king, 

The  freedom  -which,  forgetful  nf  its  cost, 

We  toss  to  any  hand  raised  o'er  the  crowd, 

And  i^ushing  hardest,  or  with  loudest  voice. 

They  wrought  as  never  men  and  women  wrought, 

And  in  one  night  the  Tower  completed  rose. 


HISTORIC  AND  PICTUBESQUE 


27 


But  lo,  the  miracle!  for  Unseen  hands 

Alternate  Avilli  the  mason's  dextrous  craft, 

As  voice  repeats  and  catches  up  the  voice 

In  song,  laid  on  the  workmen's  every  conrse 

Another  course,  and  they  no  presence  saw, 

But  thought  they  lieard  the  chiming  trowels  ring. 

The  morning  glimmer  showed  that  labor  done 

For  which  two  nights  were  counted  scarce  enough; 

Then  well  their  awed  but  joyful  hearts  confessed 

S'>uie  present  deily  ihcir  champion  IVii'ud, 

To  whom  they  knelt  upon  the  d(!wy  grass, 

As  in  the  east,  the  sun  returning,  built 

A  tower  of  gold  along  the  ocean  floor, 

And  offered  up  subdued  and  grateful  praise. 

The  hateful  ships  approached  the  river  mouth. 

Stood  off  and  on  and  tacked  about;  at  last,  ^ 

Firing  a  gun  to  stern,  they  sailed  away. 

Still  stands  the  Tower,  long  may  it  stand,  disused  I 

Without  a  blow,  one  foe  it  put  to  flight; 

And  when  another  comes  it  will  arise 

And  in  its  ruins  keep  its  legend  good. 

For  while  1  told  this  tale  one  summer  night, 

Leaning  a  Aveary  head  on  fondest  breast. 

We  heard  the  sea-maids  on  the  outer  rocks 

Splash  in  the  falling  tide,  and  dimly  saw 

What  seemed  their  tresses,  undulating  there; 

And  felt,  around,  below,  above,  the  power, 

Not  human,  but  the  help  of  human  hands. 

When  set  to  labor  in  some  uohle  cause. 

The  annals  say  tliat  tlio  Tower  Avas  ])uilt  during  llio  last  a\  ar 
with  Eiii^land,  and  when  an  immediate  attack  was  expeclcd 
by  an  ]^nij,iish  fleet.  Its  purpose  ^vas  to  i^tiard  more  eircctnally 
the  so-called  Town  Beach,  to  the  south,  from  landing  ])arti('s  : 
and  to  reinforce  the  batteries  of  Fort  Constitution.  It  \vas 
planned  and  constructed  under  the  care  of  Col.  Walbach,  Ax  liost- 
name  it  has  always  borne.    He  was  a  German  Count,  who  liad 
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scea  scrvico  in  the  Prussian  army  and  fcniglit  ag^uinst  Napoleon 
in  twenty-six  battles.    He  was  long  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  and  in  command  of  Port  Constitution  from  180G  to  l.SL'l. 
Col.  Walbach  summoned  the  comi)any  of  sixty  men,  under  Capt. 
Marshall,  who  garrisoned  the  earthworks  on  JallVey's  Point,  at 
tiie  eastern  end  of  New  Castle,  to  assist  his  own  soldiers  in 
building  the  Tower;  and  all  tiie  citizens  of  the  town  also  aidrd. 
It  was  rapidly  completed;  but  no  enemy  appeared,  and  soon  the 
Tower  grew  a  ruin.   It  is  so  small  as  to  suggest  a  fortilication  in 
miniature  or  model,  rather  than  ftn*  actual  use.    It  is  of  tlie  si/.e 
of  the  round  towers  of  the  Middle  Ages  ;  and  on  this  acccjuiit, 
perhai)s,  appears  of  great(,'r  anLi(iuity -- -  of  the  age  tlu;  imagina- 
tion easily  renders  it.    Indeed,  it  seems  incredible  that  sevi-nty 
years  sliould  lia\  <'  \\  rouglit  m)  roniplcto  and  perfect  a  resem]>lancf 
to  ruined  castles  and  towers  hnig  antedating  this.    Put  these  are 
fast  ages;  time  itself  has  caught  the  trick  of  counterfeiting  tla; 
marlv  of  its  former  slowness,  aiul  anti<iuates  our  ctinstructions  in 
half  its  former  j)eriods.    ^Valbach  T^>^ver  is  of  brick;  the  terre- 
pleiu  was  of  peat,  which  has  become  like  grassy  turf.    I  luive 
burned  some  of  it  in  the  evening  lire,  and  found  its  smoke  still 
fragrant.    It  Avas  cut  from  Col.  WaDiach's  own  swamp,  adjacent 
to  Jalfrey  Cottage,  \vhich  he  then  occupied,  and  A\  as  intended  l'v>r 
his  winter  fuel.   After  seventy  years,  it  is  pleasant  to  see  its  glo\\- 
in  the  iirei)lace  of  its  lirst  intention.    The  Tower  is  dilliculL  of 
access  now,  as  the  entrance  is  partially  obstructed  l)y  fallen 
bricks  and  mortar.    It  never  Avas  high  enough  to  walk  througli ; 
and  now  you  nnist  enter  on  all-fours.    W'iihin  is  a  rude  pintle- 
stone,  on  which  to  swing  a  thirty-two-pounder.    'I'here  are  three 
casemated  embrasures  for  small  cannon  or  muskets,  in  case  of 
assault;  and  a  Liliputian  magazine.    The  United  States  military 
engineers  had  threatened  to  destroy  this  venerable  and  quaint 
relic  at  the  time  when  they  were  cc^nstructing  the  new  walls  of 
Fort  Constitution,  in  1SG3-0.") ;  but  their  intention  was  frustrated 
by  tlu'lr  own  w<n'k  being  found  iiu-dectual,  and  only  lit  1o  be 
abandcmed  to  that  decay  which  is  tlie  fashion  of  all  goA'crnnient 
property  in  tills  neighborhood.     llo\ve\er,  the  vandal  spirit 
found  its  opp(jrtunity  on  JallVey's  I\nnt,  in  1871,  when  the  earth- 
works there  were  1)cgun.  On  this  Point  Avere  proba))Jy  the  oldest 
defences  along  the  coast.    They  were  of  the  most  ])rimitive  con- 
struction; six  h)w,  semi-circular  parapets  in  front  of  a  heavy 
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stone-wall,  flanked  on  the  right  by  a  long  gully  Ijetween  two 
ledges,  on  which  were  two  other,  and  ]jerhai)s  more,  parapets. 
Inside  was  a  deep  Avell  of  good  \vatei-.  Tliey  Avere  on  the  north- 
easterly side  of  the  promontory,  and  (juite  close  to  the  water. 
I  believe  that  here  is  wliere  were  planted  the  six  brass  pieces 
given  to  the  colonists  by  the  niercliants  of  London,  and  that 
this  site  was  fortitied  earlier  than  that  of  the  i)rcsent  Fort  Con- 
stitution;  I  believe  it  to  have  been  under  the  direction  of  C^apt. 
Walter  Neale.  I  endeavored  to  save  these  ancient  memorials  of 
tlie  f(n*efatliers  of  New  Ilanipshiic!,  in  vain.  Tluni  1  recjuc'stcd 
the  engineers  to  make  an  accurate  drawing  of  their  position  and 
form,  so  to  preserve  at  least  the  record  and  evidence  of  their 
former  existence;  but  they  tlid  not  listen  ;  and  this  page,  antl  the 
accompanying  drawing,  which  1  have  made  from  memory,  but 
which  may  be  trusted,  nuist  be  the  only  testimony  concern- 
ing them.    They  were  wantonly  and  needlessly  destroyed,  for 


they  were  neither  in  the  way  of  tlie  new  works,  nor  did  they 
furnish  much  available  material  for  them  ;  and  in  the  end  have 
only  l)een  a  contribution  towartl  wiuit  lias  been  abandoned  to 
become  itself  a  ruin. 

There  were  other  more  recent  eartliworks  on  Jatfrey  Point 
which  were  also  thrown  into  the  new;  so  that  here,  as  at  F(jrt 
Constitution,  ruins  overlay  ruins,  of  thi\'c  or  four  pfi'iods. 
Some  were  built  in  lS12-lf,  and  were  garrisoned  by  sixty 
yeomanry  militia  under  Capl.  Marsliall,  of  whom  mention  has 
been  made  in  connection  witli  Wa'lbacli  Tower.  He  was  accus- 
tomed to  (h-ill  his  men  in  llic  ])arlor  of  llie  Jatlrey  Cottage, 
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Avliicli  is  dii-ectly  beliind  JallVey  Point,  and  tlioy  ns(Ml  tlu;  lionic- 
stoad  harn  for  ])arracks.  The  same  JallVey  parlor  was  usetl 
also  as  the  meeting  i)laee  of  the  Pro\'incial  Assern))ly  in  1082-8;], 
when  Cranlield  was  Lieutenant-(jovernor  of  New  Hampshire. 
This  parlor  (or  hall,  as  sometimes  ealletl)  forms  a  large  and 
ineongruous  portion  of  the  cottage,  and  was  useil  for  varions 
j)ublic  purposes  in  former  times,  not  the  least  curious  of  which 
were  "small-pox  parties,"  In  days  when  people  retired  from 
the  Avorld  to  l)e  inoculated.  It  was  not  very  serious  business, 
and  young  follcs  made  a  holiday  of  it,  and  Avere  said  to  do 
considerable  courting  on  sucli  occasions.  I  fancy  some  iiames 
scratched  on  the  windovv-])anes  of  tlie  JallVey  parlor,  still 
visible,  are  mementos  of  that  time  of  tenderness,  and— sore 
arms.  The  cottage  lias  always  been  a  favorite  resort  of  k)vers, 
than  whom  there  are  no  human  beings  more  easy  or  pleasant 
to  entertain.  Satislied  witli  themselves  and  each  other,  you 
share  in  the  benevolence  of  the  rosy  illusion,  and  your  hos- 
,  pitality  seeks  to  be  unrestricted.  At  sucli  times,  the  small,  sea- 
moated  farm  flows  with  milk  and  honey  and  never  too  much ; 
for  I  lind,  contrary  to  connncju  (jbsei"\'ati(Mi,  that  lo\'ers  luu'e, 
\vhether  from  the  saline  situation  or  in  com]jliment  to  tin;  un- 
worthy host,  the  most  extraordinary  api)etites.  The  se(|Uel  of 
these  little  histories  lias  often  been  celebrated  in  the  gi'eat  \)ar- 
lor  in  numberless  marriages.  Of  course,  also,  in  seven  genera- 
tions of  dwellers,  the  feet  of  them  that  carry  out  the  dead  have 
often  ])een  heard  at  the  door.  It  lends  a  kind  of  sanctity  to  the 
old  house  to  think  hoAV  many  souls  have  lived  and  died  here; 
how  jnany  strangers,  too,  now  dust,  have  looked  out  of  its  w  in- 
dows.  Once  Longfellow  peered  pensively  out  of  them  upon  the 
sea,  njusing  his  Lady  Wentworth  ballad ;  once  JNIrs.  Stowe 
stooped  through  the  attic  to  Avonder  at  the  Imge  ])eams  and 
chinmey-pile;  and  many  other  ]j(jets  and  i-omancers  have  ])asse(l 
in  and  out  the  liouse,  adding  modciMi  memories  to  its  ancient 
archive.  Ami  now,  on  the  adjoining  shore,  a  poet  has  come  to 
abide,  and  emich  this  seat  of  olden,  local  renown,  Avith  his  wide 
and  liN'ing  fame. 

JaliVey  Point  has  the  Piscataqua  on  the  left  and  Little  llarhoi- 
on  the  right,  and  in  front  the  open  sea,  unbroken  save  Avhere  the 
Isles  of  Shoals,  six  miles  ott",  show  their  low  outline.  Often, 
however,  the  mirage  ide\'at('S  llnnn,  anil  then  they  resemble  th(; 
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chalk  cllfl's  of  the  English  Channel;  sometimes  clianging  to  the 
])attlements  and  towers  of  a  feudal  city,  then  fading  away,  as  if 
raised  and  dispelled  ))y  enchantment.  Every  day  brings  some 
A'ariation  in  their  appearance.  'J'hough  anchoi  ed,  they  seem  to 
have  the  nio))ility  of  the  sky  and  the  water.  One  day  they  are 
on  the  farthest  horizon  line;  anotlier,  they  are  but  a  step,  autl 
you  can  almost  liear  their  sweet  syren  singing  her  song  as  siie 
tends  her  flowers,  or  paints  them  on  the  leaA  es  of  her  book. 

It  is  the  south  wind  which  here  brings  with  it  the  mirage,  and 
transforms  the  islands  and  shores  into  fairyland;  the  mirage  i> 
natui'c's  imagination. 

It  was  an  Indian  tradition  that  heaven  was  in  the  southwest, 
and  that  the  world  was  made  with  the  wind  in  that  quarter,  which 
one  can  well  believe  on  summer  days  of  soft  haze  and  mirage; 
for  then  it  seems  as  if  nature  sverii  playing  and  exi)erimenting 
with  myriacl  forms,  any  one  of  which  she  could  make  perma- 
nent as  easily  as  the  one  we  know.  But  the  Isles  of  Shoals  have 
other  aspects  less  fanciful,  and  more  useful  to  us  who  dwell 
near  to  them  on  the  mainland.  They  ai'e  our  weather-glass ;  and 
Ave  judge  of  the  day  or  tlie  morrow,  whether  to  fish  or  to  plant, 
according  to  their  monitions.  To  for(;cast  tlie  ^veather  \ve  need 
a  wide  and  distant  horizon;  and  if  there  be  some  inter\ening 
ol^ject,  like  an  island,  it  seems  io  catch  and  concentrate  the  far- 
off  signals  of  change,  announcing  the  coming  storm  or  fair  (hiy 
or  shifting  Avind.  The  Isles  of  Shoals,  the  pimpernel,  the 
movements  of  the  sea-birds,  the  rote  on  Odiorne's  Point,  or,  if 
your  bones  are  old  or  have  been  broken,  your  rheumatism,  these 
prognosticators  make  us  wondrous  Aveather-wise  at  New  Castle. 

The  southern  side  of  New  Castle,  from  Jaflrey's  Point  to 
Leach's  Island,  is  bountled  by  Little  Harbor.  Formerly,  New 
Castle  included  also  the  territory  on  the  other  side  of  Little 
IIarl)or,  which  wow  forms  a  ])art  of  tlie  town  of  Jiya. 

The  south  part  of  New  Castle  was  occupied  first,  being  next 
to  and  A^ery  near  the  earliest  settlement,  on  Odiorne's  I*oint. 
There  seem  to  have  been  two  movements  from  Mason  Ilall; 
one  toward  the  Avest,  ah)ng  th<'  "  Strawberry  Patch  Koad/' 
(which  I  shall  hereafter  deseriitc)  thti  seat  of  the  Sherburnes, 
Slopers,  Lears  and  Langdons ;  and  the  other  north,  across 
New  Castle,  up  the  right  bank  of  the  Piscatacpia  and  upon 
l)()lh  shores  of  Little  JIarbor.     Foi- tlie  last  half  centui'y,  how- 
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ever,  tliere  liave  l)eeu  only  two  or  throe  private  (Ivvelliiigs  upon 
this,  the  southern  portion  of  New  Castle.  But  cellar-holes  arc 
almost  as  numerous  as  the  gra\es,  to  which  I  have  i)reviousl3' 
allutled.  Some  luu  e  ))een  lilled,  otiiers  (j\  ergro\vn ;  yet  an 
apple-tree  or  wiltl-cherry,  or  some  half  Avihl  garden-Mower 
usually  marks  the  site.  A  surer  token  is  a  i)lot  of  very  black 
earth,  which,  Avhen  turned  l)y  the  plough,  discovers  ))roken 
clam-shells,  bits  of  earthenware;  and  when  cultivated,  the  mal- 
low, thistle  and  hurtlock  are  sure  to  si)rini;-  up.  Here,  \ve  lJuis 
may  know,  was  the  back-yai'd  or  kitchen  entrance,  (^ver  wliich 
the  wastage  of  some  liouse  sjjread  its(;lf.  As  there  are  man- 
loving  birds  and  animals,  so  certain  Aveeds  and  i>lants  lo^'e  the 
country  house-yards  ;  and  are  kindly  to  men;  f(ji-,  Ijeing  genei'all\ 
large-leaved  and  rank  growers,  they  aljsorb  the  noxious  inattt-r 
thro\vn  from  the  liouse. 

Here,  Ave  may  be  sure,  were  no  large  or  commodious  dwellings. 
They  "were  small  and  low,  unplastered,  with  two  doors  (^nly,  and 
fcAV  windows  or  none.  The  chinniey  and  lireplace  were  the  most 
important  feature;  and  the  good-wives  cooked  by  the  same  lire 
that  warmed  the  family.  If  they  went  to  bed  Avarm  they  Avere 
sure  to  get  up  in  the  cold.  But  not  so  the  lire])lace,  Avhere, 
buried  in  ashes,  slumbered  the  brands  and  Ihe  conls,  to  l.)e  raked 
open  in  the  early  morning  and  make  e\'erybody  soon  comfort- 
able, and  to  furnish  forth  the  warm  breakfast  of  corn-meal, 
lish,  wild  game,  or  pork.  I  presume  that  Jatfrey  Cottage, 
humble  as  it  now^  seems,  was  in  its  day  — the  last  half  of  the 
seventeenth  century  —  a  house  of  the  larger  and  more  i)reten- 
tious  sort.  It  had  the  rare  distinction  of  thrc!e  fires;  one  for 
cooking,  one  to  sit  ])y,  and  a  third  to  wai-m  your  night-gown  at. 
It  alone  survives  of  all  the  dwellings  (;f  tiie  ])ei-io(l,  in  the  south 
part  of  New  Castle,  liut  liistory  repeats  itself  in  little  as  in 
large;  and  again  the  modern  w^orld  lias  found  its  way  into  New 
elastic  on  that  side,  over  the  new  fi'ce  Ijridg*^  of  Little  Harbor, 
drawn  by  the  line  situation  of  the  Wc^ntwoilh  Hotel,  and  the 
advantages  foi"  j)rivate  sununer  residenc(.'S  along  the  shoi'i;. 

The  fi'(K;  Ijridge  over  Little  Harbor  w  l)uilt  in  1875,  by  the 
towns  of  New  Castle  and  Rye,  aided  by  an  api)ropriation  of  -iiilfoi) 
from  the  County  of  liockingham.  Its  length  is  730  f(!et,  and  its 
total  co^t  something  over  $7,000.  It  is  the  successor  of  one  built 
\>\  a  >i«M  k  company  in  the  l)eginning  of  this  c(;ntury,  and  which, 
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on  account  of  want  of  travel  and  bad  management,  was  suf- 
fered to  go  to  decay ;  and  at  length  its  owners  took  away,  each 
one,  such  a  portion  as  tliey  thonglit  tliemselves  entitled  to.  A 
curious  fate  for  a  bridge.  1  luu  e  heard  that  tlie  toll-collector 
sold  rum  to  eke  out  his  living,  and  that  ,  at  the  last,  he  was  oblignl 
to  take  huckleberries  in  summer  and  clams  in  ^vinter  in  paymriit 
of  toll.  Besides,  every  one  was  allowed  to  pass  free  on  Sunday, 
as  passengers  were  presumed  to  l)e  going  to  meeting.  When  the 
new  bridge  was  built  hardly  a  trace  of  the  former  one  could  ])e 
seen ;  but  the  new  is  exactly  on  the  line  of  the  old.  The  old 
name  of  the  place  where  the  l>ridge  lands  in  Ilye  was  Saunders' 
Point.  In  the  beginning  of  the  seventeenth  century  there  was  a 
ferry  at  the  same  point,  supported  at  the  charge  of  New  Castle ; 
and  a  little  later  there  was  i)rol)ably  a  rude  bridge  across  the  nar- 
rowest part  of  Little  Harbor,  from  Blunt's  Island  to  the  beach, 
near  the  house  of  Mr.  Charles  Campbell.  On  the  site  of  Mr. 
Campbell's  house  was  one  of  the  earliest  dwellings  in  New 
Castle.  It  was  near  and  on  the  natural  path  to  the  ancient  tide- 
mill,  where  our  little  local  history  has  been  again  repeated  ))y 
re-building  a  dam  over  the  old  one,  in  order  to  confine  the  tide- 
water as  a  pleasure  lake  for  the  cliildren  guests  of  tlie  Went- 
worth  Hotel. 

At  certain  seasons  of  the  year,  the  Indians  were  in  the  ha])it  of 
camping  on  the  New  Castle  side  of  Little  Harbor,  at  a  j)lac'e 
once  called  Manwarring's  Orchard,  and  feasting  on  clams  and 
muscles.  On  the  l)lufl',  southeast  from  Wentworth  Hotel,  their 
shell-mounds  may  be  observed.  1  i)resume  on  opening  tliem 
Indian  relics  might  be  found,  but  I  have  never  attempted  it;  I 
like  to  see  them  as  they  are,  their  little  mystery  unexplored,  their 
secrets  their  own. 

Antiquities  are  precious  in  their  ])roper  tombs,  not  in  tlie 
closets  of  predaceous  nmseums.  1  like  the  Ilium  of  Il()n)ei- 
better  than  that  of  Dr.  Schlieman.  So,  if  any  traveller  should 
chance  upon  our  shell-mounds,  lei  him  know  they  are  ])r(>enii)ted 
—  an  Indian  resc^rvation. 

AValking  fi-om  the  Wentwoilh  Hotel  toward  tlie  village;  of  New 
Castle  you  pass  on  the  right,  near  the  lane  leading  to  Jaffrey 
Point,  the  glebe  land  apportioned  in  old  times  to  t  he  use  of  tiie 
parson  of  the  town.  In  one  corner  of  it  was  a  Poller's  Field, 
now  overgrown  with  ])iues. 
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Many  original  local  designations  linger  in  New  Castle,  the 
most  curious  of  which  are  tlie  names  still  given  to  the  south  and 
north  parts  of  the  island.  The  south  part  is  known  as  OataloiKj, 
and  the  north  as  Inaloiuj.  I  lind  both  of  these  names  in  the 
town  records. 

From  whatever  direction  one  approaches  the  village  portioji  of 
New  Castle  —  the  Inalong  of  the  natives  — lie  is  struclv  by  its 
compactness.  It  is  built  npon  the  right  bank  of  the  Piscataqua. 
Two  irregidar  streets  foUoNv  tlie  genci'al  direction  of  the  j-ixcr, 
and  run  througii  Jiearly  the  extent  of  the  populous  portion  of 
the  village.  A  few  cross  streets  start  from  the  upper  of  the  two 
just  named  and  end  at  the  water  side,  or  continue  as  a  pathway 
to  some  outlying  dwelling.  An  island  town,  and  for  several 
generations  witliout  bridges  to  tlie  mainland,  horses  and  cai-- 
riages  were  unknown,  and  consetpienlly  the  sti'cets  ha\  e  all  the 
characteristics  tliat  arc  connnon  where  they  have  grown  out  of 
lanes  and  pathways,  convenient  foot  passages  from  one  house  to 
another.  The  cows  cannot  be  held  responsible  for  them  here, 
but  the  situation  of  the  liouscs,  which,  having  been  placed 
according  to  accident  or  necessity,  are  now  left  at  various  angles 
with,  the  straightened  or  widened  streets.*  The  dwellings  have 
a  decided  individuality,  and  are  the  growth  of  time  and  many 
minds.  Little  of  the  anti(]ue  remains  to  them,  however,  save  their 
venerable  frameworks.  They  have  been  moved  and  remodelled; 
a  story  has  been  razed  or  added,  and  new  doors  and  modern 
windows  now  conceal  the  primitive  construction.  The  ingenious 
modern  mind  invented  white  paint  and  the  green  blind,  and  they 
Avere  adopted  here,  though  late.  Those  who  did  not  follow  the 
custom  now  find  themselves  in  fasliion ;  and  the  oldest  and  new- 
est houses  in  New  Castle  alike  show  the  natural  colors  of  pine 
and  cedar  and  seem  already  coeval.  There  is  no  eminence  from 
which  one  can  observe  so  well  tlie  circular  movement  in  certain 
matters  of  taste,  as  in  an  old  tow'u  Avhich  has  been  invaded  l)y 
the  aesthetic  architect  and  his  wealthy  patrons.  As  some  chihh'iMi 
are  said  to  be  born  old,  so  must  the  (piite  new  house  by  skilful 
devices  wear  at  once  the  look  of  .tni  i(juity,  and  have  not  lung 
recent  but  its  occupcmts,  who  by  some  etpial  art  ai)pear  to  Ix; 
forever  young. 


*From  1820  to  1830,  tberc  was  a  great  rage  for  rectifying  our  old  lauos  and 
alleys ;  and  I  suspect  that  the  town  lost  half  its  ancient  features  in  that  period. 
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Ere  the  clays  of  ground  lead,  red  ochre  and  whitewash  were 
common  substitutes ;  and  some  who  allected  gentilit}^  used  a 
yellow  wash  for  interior  decoration.  But  in  general,  t..e  interiors 
were  Avainscotcd  with  pine,  some  specimens  of  wliich  still  remain, 
of  noble  width  and  Avitliout  a  knot,  sheets  of  the  great  trees 
once  marked  by  the  "broad  arrow"  of  England.  1  have  mea- 
sured one  of  twent3^-eight  inclies,  and  have  heard  of  one  of 
thirty-six.  When  left  unpainted  they  assume,  in  a  century  or 
two,  a  rich  coffee  color,  and  have  a  peculiarly  agreeable  smell, 
something  like  the  forests  in  autumn.  They  may  Ije  said  then 
to  be  ripe  aud  fit  to  shelter  the  household  divinities.  Ruskin 
says  a  house  is  not  fit  to  be  lived  in  until  three  hundred  years 
old. 

After  wainscoting  came  plastering;  this  was  usually  of  lime 
mortar,  though  not  always.  There  is  found  on  the  1)eaches  of 
New  Castle,  covered  by  a  foot  of  sand  or  gra\'el,  a  l)lue  clay, 
which  was  used  sometimes  for  plastering,  and  quite  gener- 
ally in  laying  tlie  stone  or  brick  chimneys.  It  is  still  used  for 
stove-linings  and  any  small  repairs  —  "to  stop  a  hole  to  keep 
the  wind  away."  It  is  good  also  for  cementing  the  joints  of 
drain-tile.  Indeed,  our  forefathers  wanted  not  ample  materials 
for  building,  yet  this  abundance  did  not  so  often  suggest  to  them 
spacious  structures,  as  the  means  of  strengtli  and  solidity.  The 
small  habitation  of  George  Jafirey  has  timber  like  a  ship,  and  a 
chimney  twelve  feet  square  at  the  base  and  four  at  top.  And  I 
have  already  mentioned  the  size  of  the  main  posts  of  the  old 
Eort  Point  lightliouse.  You  may  calculate  on  a  year's  supi)ly  of 
fuel  when  you  make  any  change,  tear  down  or  l)uild  over  any 
part  of  a  New  Castle  house.  An  old  house  is  therefore  clieap  at 
any  price,  even  for  fuel;  and  I  begrudge  the  bargain  of  Mr. 
Joseph  Simpson  who,  in  1704,  bought  one  of  our  old  meethig- 
houses  for  fifty  shillings  —  "  for  ye  frame  and  what  boards  was 
to  it." 

Modern  improvements  have  obscured  most  of  the  ancient, 
external  features  of  New  Castle,  Avliich  once  made  it  so  quahit. 
But  the  situation  of  the  houses  is  generall)''  the  same ;  the  streets 
follow  the  old  lanes;  and  the  shores,  where  the  life  of  the 
village  mostly  centres,  are  unchanged.  Portions  of  the  Provin- 
cial Court  and  Council  House  are  now  dwelling-houses,  one  of 
wliich  the  illustration  shows,  witli  its  low  Avail  and  sharp  pitched 
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roof.*  New  Castle  was  for  a  long  period  the  seat  of  the  Provin- 
cial g-overmneiit  and  residence  of  the  governors. 

The  Province  House  stood  on  a  slight  eminence  opposite  the 
head  of  tlie  road,  leading  from  the  \'illage  to  Fort  Constitution. 
The  foundations  are  still  visible,  and  its  well  yet  in  use.  There 
are  people  now  living  who  remember  when  a  part  of  it  was 
standing,  and  was  known  as  the  -'Old  Sloop."  Here  again  I 
must  remark  that  it  is  a  reproach  to  the  State  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, to  leave  iinhonored  the  sites  of  its  most  ancient  ]nibHc 
buildings.  Not  one  of  the  New  Kngland  States  has  done  s(j  little 
to  preserve  the  memorials  of  its  (Mii-\y  history  as  ours.  Is  it 
true,  as  some  poet  saitl? 

"Tlie  God  who  made  New  Hampshire 
Taunted  the  lofty  land 
With  little  men." 

The  Sheafe  family  was,  in  Ihc  seventeenth  and  eigliteenth 
centuries,  among  the  most  important  in  business  and  public 
ailairs  in  New  Castle ;  and  their  ancestral  house  stood  near  the 
Province  House,  at  the  corner  of  the  roads  leading  from  the 
village  to  the  Port  and  Weutworth  Hotel.  AYe  are  unable  to 
point  out  the  family  seats  of  the  Atkinsons,  the  Stilemans, 
Pilots,  Bells,  Prosts,  Lears.  The  Prescott  house  was  on  the 
river  side,  near  the  town  wharf.  The  cellar  yet  remains. 
Though  called  the  Prescott  house,  it  was  built  by  a  member  of 
the  Pepperell  family,  and  was  occupied  at  various  times  by 
the  Provincial  governors.  Its  modern  history  is  curious.  It 
belonged  for  a  time  to  the  town  and  was  used  as  a  poor-house  ; 
this  use  having  come  to  an  end,  it  was  converted  into  a 
tenement-house ;  next  leased,  on  condition  of  certain  repairs 
being  made  by  the  lessee,  Avhich  condition  was  not  satisfactorily 
complied  with  and  brought  a  long  law-suit  upon  the  town.  At 
length  the  town  sold  It,  together  witli  its  very  valuable  wharf 
privilege,  to  a  lirm  engaged  in  the  lisli  business,  for  a  merely 
nominal  sum.  This  business  l)eiiig  rcinovetl  to  Portsmouth,  the 
property  passed  into  the  hands  of  the  Prescotts  again,  descend- 


*I  have  little  doubt  it  was,  in  ix-alily,  a  private  house,  the  old  Atkinson  nuin- 
sion,  but  given  up  for  public  purposes. 
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ants  of  tlie  original  family.  By  them  it  was  torn  down.  After 
several  more  transfers  the  land  on  which  it  stood,  and  all  the 
other  buildings  and  wharves  attaclied  to  it,  were  last  sold  to 
lion.  Frank  Jones.  I  renieniher  llu;  old  house  Avell ;  it  was  of 
two  stories,  spacious,  with  much  liue  wainscoting.  The  hall 
went  through  the  building,  and  from  it  arose  a  noble  staircase 
with  double  landings,  a  handsome  baluster  with  curiously  carved 
newel-posts,  of  two  different  patterns,  alternately  set.  At  tlie 
head  of  the  first  landing  was  a  lofty,  arched  window,  at  the 
bottom  of  which  ^vas  a  deep  seat,  forming,  when  the  window- 
draperies  were  half  drawn,  almost  a  boudoir.  It  would  hold 
two  persons,  tete-a-tete;  and  here,  I  have  heard  an  old  lady  say, 
she  lost  her  lieart. 

The  situation  was  as  fine  as  the  house,  washed  by  the  river, 
and  surrounded  by  great  trees.  It  was  strange  and  sad,  yet  had 
a  melancholy  fitness,  that  the  old  manse  should  l)e  finally  pulled 
down  hy  the  family  with  whose  name  it  had  so  long  been  asso- 
ciated. Time  is  not  so  ruthless  as  the  passion  for  improvement, 
and  — 

*'  Down  the  old  house  goes !  ' 

On  tliewe  oaken  floorH 

Tligh-slioed  ladies  trod; 
Through  these  panelled  doors 

Trailed  their  furbelows; 
l^ong  their  day  has  ceased; 

Now,  beneath  the  sod, 
With  the  worms  they  feast, — 

Down  the  old  house  goes! 

Many  a  bride  has  stood' 

In  yon  spacious  room; 
Here  her  liand  was  wooed 

Undi,Tueath  the  roKc  ; 
O'er  that  sill  the  dead 

Reached  the  family  tomb: 
All  that  were  have  lied, — 

Down  the  old  house  goes  I*" 
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As  we  walk  on  past  the  site  of  the  Prescott  house,  we  come  in 
a  few  minutes  to  a  queer  liip-roofed  liouse,  perched  on  tlie  very 
brink  of  the  river,  so  near,  in  fact,  tliat  the  bade  door  is  a  boat- 
landing.  This  house  was  once  the  home  of  Connnodorc  Paul 
Jones'  boatswain,  Allen.  Its  a,ii;e  is  unknown,  but  can  be  traced 
one  hundred  and  fifty  years,  ami  is  supposed  to  be  one  of  the 
oldest  buildings  in  New  Castle.  Its  interior  is  in  no  way  remark- 
able, except  for  its  chambers,  about  the  size  of  an  old-fashioned 
ship's  cabin.  The  vegetable  garden  in  front  of  the  house  has  been 
alwa^'^s  noticeable  for  its  neatness  and  thriftiness,  and  for  con- 
taining the  same  plants  in  the  same  places  for  a  generation  past. 
The  next  building  to  boatswain  Allen's  house  is  the  post-ollice 
and  village  store.  Here  let  us  stop  and  listen  to  a  yarn  from 
Capt.  John. 

Capt.  John  is  the  story-teller  of  New  Castle ;  an  artist  of 
the  naive  kind;  a  poet  without  verse.  His  instinct  for  eifects, 
for  small,  piquant  touches,  is  excellent.  In  all  his  stories  he  has 
been  an  eye-witness,  and  generally  a  participant.  His  tales  are 
always  dramatic ;  there  are  actors  with  clear  individuality,  and 
he  reports  their  speech  in  their  own  wortls,  makes  them  actual 
in  his  scenes  by  a  natural  ol^jective  sense,  so  that  j'ou  recognize 
them  all  through  his  narratives.  He  has  a  whole  shelf  full  of 
stories,  more  moving  and  extraordinary  than  any  on  mine.  One 
listens,  believes  too,  and  never  tires.  ^\^e  ^vho  hear  tliem  have 
the  same  experience  as  children  :  we  can  hear  them  again  and 
again ;  and  Cai)t.  John  has  no  reluctance,  he  has  told  them  to 
more  than  one  generation ;  he  knows  their  power  and  that  he  can 
liokl  his  audience  as  well  at  the  twentieth  as  at  the  lirst  recital. 
Though  nearly  four-score,  his  memory  is  wonderful  —  memory, 
mother  of  all  the  muses,  however  humble;  and  imagination, 
the  vivid  touch  which  makes  you  see  what  he  sees,  must  have 
been  his  birthright.  Ah,  I  often  think  what  a  writer  of  plays 
or  of  fiction  was  lost  in  him  !  Hearing  him,  I  understand  how 
our  old  English  adventurers  not  only  could  see,  perform  and 
suWer  so  nnich,  l)ut  also  had  a  natural  gift  for  narration. 

Capt.  John  has  been  a  dc(!i)-\\att!r  sailor  all  his  life;  lia:s  sfdled 
in  every  kind  of  vessel  and  wherever  water  fiows.  He  has  been 
on  whaling  voyages  and  trading  voyages;  tempests,  wrecks, 
pirates,  pestilence,  starvation  and  thirst,  prodigies  in  the  heavens 
and  in  the  seas,  adventures  and  perils  in  strange  ports,  hair- 
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breadth  'scapes,  lie  knows,  and  has  experienced  all  that  a  sailor 
can  and  live. 

The  moving  accident  has  been  his  trade  and  is  now  his  theme. 
He  lias  softer  pages,  however,  in  his  entertaining  volumes : 
balmy,  entrancing  scenes  in  southern  latitudes,  Avhere  he  barely 
escaped  beautiful  syrens  with  dark  eyes,  and  cheeks  blushing 
through  the  brown;  rich  in  doubloons  and  lands;  all,  all  should 
be  his,  would  he  but  stay  !  And  often  now  the  old  man  regrets 
his  hard  heart  and  wishes  he  had  yielded.  But  in  those  old  days 
his  island  home  was  dearer  to  him  than  all  the  Avorld  besitle, 
though  he  saw  it  ))ut  rarely,  and  then  only  to  reht  and  sail  again. 
His  stories  are  of  various  lengths,  but  in  a  certain  sense  they  all 
have  a  connection ;  the  shorter  are  merely  episodes,  portions  of 
longer  ones  which  belong  in  the  history  of  a  year  or  a  round 
voyage.  Of  a  winter's  day,  in  the  village  store,  he  sometimes 
begins  in  the  morning,  adjourns  for  dinner,  continues  through 
the  afternoon,  adjourns  for  supper,  and  concludes  in  the  CA'cning, 
one  narrative  all  the  day  long.  He  is  the  last  of  the  village  skip- 
pers who  sailed  beyond  the  Banks  and  the  West  Indies.  His  is 
no  coast-wise  experience. 

It  would  be  natural  to  suppose  that  a  man  of  such  observation 
and  memory  for  distant  transactions,  would  know  all  that  had 
happened  at  home,  and  he  has  indeed  a  store  of  local  mein- 
ories.  He  recalls  past  generations  of  men  and  wonien,  their 
manners  and  the  remarkable  incidents  in  their  lives ;  how  they 
used  to  smuggle  rum  and  coflee,  their  quarrels,  their  jests  and 
songs,  their  extempore  rhymes,  their  house-raisings,  their  dress, 
opinions,  superstitions  and  peccadilloes.  He  tells  of  the  ship 
captain  who,  going  on  a  voyage,  orders  a  house  o,f  three  stories, 
'but  returning  with  bad  luck,  shortened  it  to  two ;  and,  after 
another  unsuccessful  venture,  finishes  It  in  one  story. 

Thus  Capt.  John  enlivens  the  past  with  quaint  and  graphic 
details.  Others  may  tell  the  fact,  he  knows  all  the  circum- 
stances. His  memor}^  is  not  oidy  longer  than  that  of  others, 
but  of  a  dillerent  order;  it  is  like  a  tree  full  of  foliage  com- 
pared with  the  stark  and  winter  ])ough  of  conmion  memory. 
Capt.  John  is  but  one,  and  almost  the  last,  of  a  class  of  men 
once  living  here  who  must  have  made  life  extremely  agreea))le 
and  picturesque;  who,  in  fact,  supplied  some  of  the  elements 
of  education,  and  the  lack  of  ])ooks  and  newspapers.  Although 
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isolated  when  at  home,  they  had  the  whole  worki  In  their  mind 
and  memory,  and  knew  as  well  as  Ocjethe,  it  was  made  so  wide 
that  they  might  wander  and  learn. 

I  shonld  but  spoil  one  of  Capt.  John's  narratives  in  repeating-; 
so  I  will  ask  the  reader  to  Aralk  on  a  little  farther,  past  a  plot 
of  green  grass  about  as  large  as  a  table-cloth,  where  three 
ways  meet;  to  wdiich  a  certain  little  girl,  if  she  were  with  us, 
would  be  sure  to  call  our  attention  and  repeat  her  joke  about 
the  "  village  green."  Keeping  on,  we  come  Avhere  the  road 
branches  into  two,  which  again  unite  at  a  half  mile,  taking  us  to 
Portsmouth.  All  roads  lead  to  Portsmouth  from  an  insular 
necessity.  Following  the  lower  or  shore  road,  we  pass  the 
last  of  the  T^ombardy  poplars  now  left  in  New  Castle,  and 
wind  around  a  cove  which  was  once  the  scene  of  great  activity 
in  the  days  when  the  lishing  business  was  the  chief  interest. 
Here,  at  these  decaying  piers,  in  early  spring,  the  small  vessels 
lifted  out  for  a  cruise  to  the  Banks  and  eastern  shores ;  and 
returning  in  fall,  spread  their  fares  on  the  Hakes  which  covered 
all  the  adjacent  fields.  In  winter,  the  vessels  were  mostly  laid 
up;  a  few  went  on  trading  voyages  to  the  West  Indies,  taking 
dried  lish  and  ])ringing  I)ack  rum  and  molasses,  and  occasionally 
a  slave.  As  late  as  1773,  there  were  in  New  Castle,  in  a  popula- 
tion of  six  hundred  and  one,  thirteen  slaves,  seven  being  men  and 
six  women.  All  the  industries  and  prosperity  in  New  Castle 
depended  on  the  fisheries  for  more  than  two  hundred  years. 
One  of  the  principal  town  officers  was  the  "  Culler  of  fish  and 
staves."  Both  being  exported  were  subject  to  inspection;  the 
staves  to  a  double  inspection,  for  they  returned  hooped  and 
filled  with  sweetness  and  potations,  or  as  Poins  says,  "  Sir 
John  Sack  and  sugar." 

The  course  of  trade  in  this  province  was  in  this  order :  first, 
furs,  or  peltry;  then  lumber;  and  thirdly,  fish.*  And  it  must 
always  be  remembered  that  New  Hampshire  and  Maine  owed 
their  first  discovery  and  settlement  to  the  trade  in  these  products, 


*Tbe  first  seal  adopted  by  New  Hampshire,  in  177(3,  represented  two,  if  not 
all  three,  of  these  resources  of  the  State.  Why  this  seal,  which  is  of  exquisite 
workmanship,  and  probably  by  Paul  Revere,  should  have  lieeu  exchaiiLced  for 
the  ugly  thinj^  now  iii  use,  is  difficult  to  understand.  Its  motto  was,  and  con. 
tinues  to  be,  most  appropriate  —  Vis  Unita  Fortior. 
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and  not  to  tlie  desire  for  civil  or  religious  freedom.  The 
colonists  here  were  sent  out  by  tlie  "  iiiercliant  adventurers"  of 
England  in  search  of  commodities,  not  places  to  worship  God 
after  their  own  fashion.  This  fact  has  always  given  to  the 
people  of  this  region  a  diflerent  character  from  that  of  Plymouth 
and  ]\Iassachnsetts  Bay,  where  alone  could  the  declaration  of 
John  Higginson  of  Salem,  Mass.,  in  1GG3,  be  heard  and  believed  : 
"Let  merchants,  and  such  as  are  increasing  cent  per  cent, 
remember  this,  that  worldly  gain  was  not  the  end  and  design  of 
the  people  of  New  England,  but  religion.  And  if  any  man 
among  us  make  religion  as  twelve,  and  the  M'orld  as  thirteen, 
such  an  one  hath  not  the  spirit  of  a  true  New  England  man." 
The  manner  of  conducting  the  ilshijig  business  in  New  Castle 
was  extremely  simple ;  it  was  essentially  barter ;  that  is,  the 
owner  of  vessels  usually  kept  a  store,  from  whicli  he  littetl 
them  out,  from  whicli  lie  also  supplied  the  families  of  the  fisher- 
men with  everything  needed  in  tlieir  absence.  So  that  a  man 
returning  from  a  cruise  ^vould  lind  usually  that  lus  accounts 
were  already  balanced,  often  that  he  was  in  debt  to  the  store,  and 
could  only  turn  about  and  sail  again.  The  domestic  welcome 
Avas  brief  and  to  the  point — "  JIow  much  have  you  made?" 
and  "  When  are  you  going  again  'i  "  And  so  it  went  on  till  the 
fisherman  was  an  old  man,  or  lost  his  life  in  those  fatal  gales 
which  so  often  s\veep  the  Grand  Banks.  If  he  owned  a  house, 
there  Avas  apt  to  be,  in  time,  a  mortgage  upon  it  to  the  owner  of 
the  A'cssels  in  which  ho  sailed.  There  was  very  little  cash  in 
circulation;  if  a  man  Ijccame  possessed  of  an}^  he  held  on  to  it, 
Iiid  it,  buried  it,  diil  anything  with  it  except  spend  it.  A  gold 
piece  Avas  an  lieir-loom,  and  ^vas  saved  till  death  or  a  famnie. 
People  raised  avooI  and  flax ;  carded,  spun  and  Avove  them  into 
outer  and  inner  clothing.  Some  expert  dame  cut  and  fashioned 
the  coats  and  gowns  and  Avas  paid  in  yarn  or  cloth.  Their  bed- 
cord  was  made  from  the  inner  bark  of  the  elm.  The  shoemaker 
came  to  the  house  or  had  a  shop  in  his  oavii,  and  shod  the  com  - 
nuniity,  taking  his  i)ay  in  leather  or  lish.  Tlie  schoolmaster  and 
minister  were  compensati;d  uuk  h  in  tlie  same  manner.  'J'he 
ministers  of  Ncav  Castle  Avcre  distinguished  men  in  their  day,  of 
whom  I  shall  write  in  another  place;  but  only  here  notice  their 
equality  with  the  community  in  worldly  matters.  Tliey  had  a 
house  provided  for  them,  and  land  alloted  for  a  garden;  they 
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had  a  cow  and  a  slave,  tlie  good-vvill  of  the  people,  and  occasion- 
ally a  present  from  pious  friends  of  the  proAince,  in  England; 
but  for  the  rest,  their  salary  was  paid  in  salt  lisli,  Avhich  they  in 
turn  bartered  for  the  necessities  of  life.  And  if  the  length  of 
their  sermons  "was  proportioned  to  their  emoluments,  \vc  must 
infer  the  latter  to  have  been  quite  handsome.  As  in  most  other 
parts  of  New  England,  in  early  times,  produce  ^vas  the  l)asis  of 
exchange,  so  here  fish  paid  for  everything.  The  traditions  and 
lore  of  the  fisheries  make  the  annals  of  New  Castle  instructive, 
as  well  as  representative  of  much  of  the  civil  and  domestic 
history  of  the  whole  coast  of  New  England.  The  cod  was  not 
only  useful  and  emblematic,  but  he  was  fashionable ;  and 
throughout  New  England,  previous  to  the  devolution,  among 
all  classes,  he  was  the  king  of  the  Saturday  dinner-tabh;.  But 
we  have  dined  upon  him  long  enough  now,  and  will  pass  on  by 
his  ancient  domain,  past  the  cruml)ling  wharves  and  lish-houses 
and  ghosts  of  tanned,  storm-beaten  skipi)ers,  into  the  way  locally 
known  as  the  "  Cape  Koad."  There  are  a  few  old  houses  upon 
one  side  of  it;  the  other  the  water  Avashes.  The  road  comes  to 
an  end  shortly,  at  the  last  house.  Standing  here,  the  view  of  the 
Piscataqua,  the  lower  harbor,  the  western  j^ortion  of  the  village, 
and  Kittery  side,  are  as  good  as  can  be  oljtained.  In  this  pic- 
turesque little  by-path  one  instinctiA-ely  expects  to  see  some 
romantic  human  form  —  and  there  she  stands!  The  artist  has 
drawn  the  Cape  lioad  and  the  ligure  with  the  touch  of  genius. 
It  is  not  a  milk-maid ;  no,  nor  the  "summer  l)oarder."  Should 
I,  who  know  so  well  the  swift  stream  and  tlie  dangerous  rocks 
below  the  bank,  venture  to  guess,  it  is  the  daughter  of  the 
Lorelei;  she,  Avliom  the  Lord  of  Appledore,  sailing  by,  once 
saw ;  saw  her  signal,  saw 

—  "her  white  hand  lifted 
Show  hke  a  waft  of  a  sea-Jjird's  wing; 

"I  know  her  iiut  and  ahall  know  hur  never, 
But  ever  I  watch  for  that  friendly  sign; 
And  up  or  down  with  the  stately  river 
Her  lovely  greeting  is  always  mine." 
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If  we  shoiiltl  lake  the  otluu-  branch  ol"  llu;  w  ay  which  broui^ht 
us  hither,  it  woukl  lead  by  the  site  of  tiie  Walton  hoii^e,  whicli 
in  1G82-83  Avas  .so  much  troubled  b}'' witches ;  and,  linally  to  tlie 
Tliree  Brid<i:es  crossing  from  island  to  island  and  landini;-  in 
I'ortsniouth  at  I'raine  I'oint. 

Tlie  only  remaining  relic  <jt  the  Walton  hcnisc;,  is  a  younu' 
sprout  from  the  stump  of  a  Lombardy  poplar,  that  stood  1)}'  its 
door.  A  l)rick  is  now  and  then  turned  up  by  the  plough  on  the 
grounds.  Tliis  house  was  loui;-  notorious  in  early  times  for  the 
stranu'i!  things  \\hich  hai)[)en(.'d  in  and  abcjid,  it.  Tlu^  DeA'il  was 
tliought  to  be  at  the  ])ottoni  of  them,  lint  witchcraft  ne\cr 
nourished  in  the  New  Hampshire  colony;  no  one  sullered  any 
extreme  penalty  on  suspicion  of  it,  though  by  the  Trovince  law 
it  was  a  capital  olfence.  It  ^\'as  only  the  eclu;  of  the  delusions 
of  Salem  and  Massachusetts  I>a\',  which,  being  known  here, 
createil  some  natural  excitenu^nt,  and  siuUh'n  ai)prehension  of 
the  supernatural  in  every  unusual  noise,  or  appearance,  or 
occurrence  ;  just  as  afti-r  listening  to  ghost  storic^s  at  the  end  of 
tlie  e\'ening  we  go  to  bed  fi'arfully,  and  readily  believe  our 
own  house  to  be  haunl(,'d.  ller(i  nothing  serious  came  of  the 
current  frenzy,  for  the  peojile  W(;re  of  a  dillerent  stock  and 
temperanient  from  those  of  Die  neighboring  coloines  This 
Province  had  the  distemper  in  a  very  mild  form,  without  blood- 
letting. Most  of  the  occurrences  in  connection  Avith  it  were 
conlined  to  Ke\v  CJastle;  and  concerning  the  most  memorable  of 
them,  that  \vliich  lia[)i)eued  at  the  \\'aUon  liouse,  on  the  road 
where  we  are  now  walking,  I  \vill  gi\  (;  tiie  reader  a  short  story. 

(h.'orge  Walton,  though  1  cannot  lind  that  he  was  a  ri'uular 
inn-ke<'per,  seems  to  ha\e  entertained,  in  the  latter  part  of  lh(; 
sevenU;enth  centur}',  most  of  tlu;  i-o^al  ollicials  either  stat ione(l 
here  or  visiting.  Among  them  \\  as  IJichard  Chamberlain,  royal 
secretai\y  of  the;  ProA  incc;  of  Ne\\'  Hampshire.  AVhile  Chamlxu'- 
lain  Avas  a  guest  in  the  donncih^  of  Walton,  the  house  and  its 
occui)ants  became  the  objects  (d"  the  malice  of  v\\\  spirits;  or, 
as  souH^  said, —  for  I  here  were  unbdieNcrs  in  t  hose  (hiys.-o  f  (lie 
animosity  of  a  certain  old  woman,  whom  \>';dlon  liad  wronucd 
in  some  transaction  touching  a  certain  parcel  of  land;  wliilr 
still  others  averred  the  stramje  proceediniis  uotliiug  but  llie 
"  \vaggery  of  uiducky  l)oys."'  We  ha\  e  tiie  Avhole  histor}'  of 
the  case  from  the  jjcn  of  the  guest  of  Walton,  Kichanl  Cham- 
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berlain,  in  a  very  rare  pamphlet,  published  by  him  on  his  return 
to  London,  with  the  subjoined  title-page  : 

Lithobolia;  or,  the  Stone-throwing  Devil.  Being  an 
Exact  and  True  Account  (by  way  of  Journal)  of  the 
various  actions  of  infernal  Spirits,  or  ( Devils  Incarnate') 
Witches,  or  both  ;  and  tlie  great  Disturbance  and  Amaze- 
ment they  gave  to  George  Waltons  Family,  at  a  place 
called  Great  Island  in  the  Province  of  New  Hampshire  in 
New  England,  chiefly  in  throwing  about  (by  an  Invisible 
hand)  Stones,  Bricks,  and  Brick-bats  of  all  sizes,  with 
several  other  things,  as  Hammers,  Mauls,  Iron-Crows, 
Spits,  and  other  domestick  Utensils,  as  came  into  their 
Hellish  Minds,  and  this  for  the  space  of  a  Quarter  of  a 
Year.  By  R.  C,  Esq.,  who  was  a  sojourner  in  the  same 
Family  the  whole  Time,  and  an  Ocular  Witness  of  those 
Diabolick  Inventions.  The  Contents  hereof  being  mani- 
festly known  to  the  Inhabitants  of  that  Province,  and 
Persons  of  other  Provinces,  and  is  upon  record  in  his 
Majestie's  Council  Court  held  for  that  Province.  4to. 
Dedication  2,  and  pp.  16.  London  :  Printed  and  are  to 
be  sold  by  E.  Whitlook  near  Stationers-Hall.  1698. 

1  wi.sh  now  I  could  quote  the  l)Otly  of  the  pamphlet,  since  it  is 
a  very  quaint  narrative,  full  of  realistic  details,  of  parcnitheses 
and  amplifications,  all  in  that  grave,  ingenious  style,  so  pleasing 
and  illusive,  ^vhicli  the  old  English  chroniclers  were  wont  to 
employ  in  the  relation  of  marvels.  The  author  ai)pears  to  be 
([uite  as  intent  on  inculcating  tiie  doctrine  that  witclies  and 
witchcraft  exist,  as  in  telling  liis  j)articular  instance;  he  wisl;es 
"to  rectifie  the  depraved  judgeniciiis  and  sentiments  of  di.s)>e- 
lieving  Persons,"  and  says  that  his  narrative  Avill  convince  them 
of  their  error.  It  appears  that  the  "  stone-throwing  devil "  dealt 
rather  gently  l)y  the  writer,  never  hurting,  only  alarming  him  ; 
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and  stones  rolled  across  the  hall  aiul  in  his  room  only  wlieii  he 
sat  down  to  touch  his  little  musical  instrument."  It  is  pleasing 
to  note  that  he  had  music,  boolcs  and  pictures  in  his  rooms.  But 
others  received  "lapidary  salutations  "  of  a  mucli  more  trying 
sort,  so  that  their  ])acks,  shins  and  arms  were  black  and  l)luc. 
The  stones  A^aricnl  in  size  from  small  pebbles  (of  which  on  one 
occasion  a  hatful!  Avas  picked  up)  to  thirt}^  pounds'  weight. 
Some  were  hot,  some  cold  ;  sometimes  they  shi\  ered  the  windows, 
glass,  lead  and  fastenings  into  flinders;  at  others  into  little 
s(juares  of  the  size  of  a  cliecker-board.  Once  one  Avent  through 
the  glass,  cutting  a  clean  hole,  like  a  bullet.  Tliesc  '-stony 
Disturbances  ■were  accou)jjanied  by  dismal  w  hisllings.'" 
•'  snortings,"  and  a  trampling  as  of  colts'  feet.  11c  iind-,  by 
a  strictly  scientilic  process  of  numbering  and  inarl^ing  such 
stones  as  he  could  recover,  that  the  same  ones  were  employed 
over  and  o\-er  r)y  the  Mitch;  -which  might  cuulirm  the  notion  of 
the  total  depravity  ol'  inaniniale  nuitt(U',  but  nui>t  surely  exi)lo(le 
any  theory  of  meteoric  causes.  'J'hese  stones  were  handed 
about  as  fearful  curiosities;  but  did  no  harm  except  on  the 
premises  of  George  Walton.  There  they  spared  neither  the 
family,  nor  any  curious  chance  visitor.  People  seem  to  ha\e 
gone  there  on  purpose  to  be  pelted,  or  the  usual  foi])le  of  seeing 
for  themselves.  The  Hev.  Benj.  ^^^)odbridge,  Avho  was  then 
the  chief  candlestick  of  the  New  (.'astle  church,  at  sixty  pounds 
a  year,  was  hit;  so  was  Geoi-ge  JatlVey,  who  l)uilt  the  Jalfrey 
Cottage  ;  and  the;  author  thinks  that  Walton,  whom  the  stonery  " 
pursued  most,  must  have  died  frc^n  the  eliects.  True,  it  was 
some  yeai-s  after  the  event  that  he  died,  but  Avhat  so  likely  a 
cause?  and  afterward  his  estate  Avejit  to  pieces. 

Thei'e  \vere  so  many  ol'  these  bewitched  stones,  anil  for  so  Ioul; 
a  time  Hying  about,  tlial  some  of  them  must  still  ])e  in  the  ground 
of  the  Walton  estate;  for  in  the  lon^-  run,  graAitation  beats  the 
levity  out  of  the  most  enchanttid  as  well  as  most  ambitious  stone. 
We  want  but  little  of  a  complete  series  of  th(!  relics  of  New  ( 'aslle 
liistor}',  audi  could  wish  \\'e  possessed  some  of  those  infested 
fragments  of  our  rocky  isle.  jhtsous  did,  at  the  time,  pre- 

serve them  as  mementos  of  the  affair.  ('apt.  \\'alter  liarefoot, 
('ommander  of  the  Kort,  and  sometime  Judge  and  J.ieutcnanl- 
(iovernor  of  tlie  Provinci-,  owned  one  that  had  played  a  conspicu- 
ous part  at  the  Walton  house:  --a  good  Hat  stone,"  but  wliich 
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rolled  a))out  as  if  it  had  neitlici'  Loniei'  nor  cdi;e,  l•c^^ollll)lilli^•  t lie 
airy  globe  made  hy  spinning  a  ring  swiftly.  lint  stones  NV(!re  not 
the  only  objects  tliat  suddeidy  sliook  oil"  their  inertia;  hammers, 
pewter  pots,  tluj  andirons  and  candU'st  iel<s,  sini  dials,  joint- 
stools,  hetchels  and  hoes,  lei't  their  liumble  (h'ndgery  and  piron- 
etted  over  the  lloors  and  ceiliiigs,  ki<•I^Hlg  out  A\'hate\-er  legs  (jr 
handles  they  could  muster,  w  ith  all  the  abandonment  of  a  Itallcl 
girl.  The  spit  ANcnt  up  the  eiihnney;  and  the  ]ia3  eocks  wnc 
found  in  the  toi)s  (;f  the  ai>ple-1 1'ces.  One  t)f  the  singulai- 
features  of  the  nocturnal  manifestations  \\as  that  a  black  cat 
could  bo  seen  nsually  at  Die  \er3'  moment.  And  this  blac  k  cat 
plays  a  pronnnent  part  in  one  other  ^\'itcllcraft  on  record  iu  lln- 
toun,  the  "case  of  Susaima  Trimmings,"  ^vhicll  1  .shall  relate 
Avhen  ^\■e  i-each  the  spot  AN'here  it  hapi)ened. 

(ioodman  Wtdton  and  his  famil)  were  almost  distracted,  aud 
the  town  was  stirred  to  its  (h'plhs;  some  jn-a^'cd  coutinuall)', 
others  scoU'ed,  and  e\'ery))od_y  gossiped.  Distinguished  men  from 
other  proN'inces  came  to  New^  Castle  to  see  the  wond(;rs  ;  aud 
they  reached  the  ear  of  Cotton  JMather  and  wei'e  set  down  in 
his  lanu)us  book.  Jt  was  the  0|)ini(,)u  of  llu'  pious  aud  h'arui'd 
that  they  were  '•venehcal  oi)ei'ations,"  ' •  conti'i \ances  aud  com- 
l)iuations  of  the  old  Sei'peut."  How  to  combat  t  hem  y  -  -  t  hat 
\\as  the  (lillicult  ([uestion.  W'e  know  ho\\'  it  was  answered  iu 
Massachusetts  —  with  a  I'ope  ;  aud  iu  otlu'r  tiuies  aud  places  with 
toiiui'e  and  lire;  aud  all  kinds  ol"  judicial  luui-der.  aud  almost 
e\'erywhere  l)y  sui^plicatious  aud  sermons.  Hut  in  New  Castle, 
at  lln'  tiuu>  of  thesi'  occurri'uces,  according  to  the  author  of  this 
account,  tliey  i)roci"eded  to  cast  out  the  \\itch  by  an  iucaula- 
tion  ^\  liicli  seems  ecpially  lifted  to  raise  one.  it  a\  as  thu:, : 
"August  1.    On   Wednesday  the  wimlow  in  my  ante-chamber 

as  broke  agaiu,  aud  many  sloues  wrw  plaid  about,  abroad, 
and  iu  tlie  house,  iu  tin;  daytiuie,  aud  at  uiulit.  TIk;  same  day  in 
nu)rniug  they  tried  this  experiuieul;  lliey  did  set  on  the  lirt'  a 
pol,  with  urine,  aud  cooke(i  plus  in  i( ,  with  desiliu  to  have  i  I  boil, 
and  l»y  t  hat  means  to  gi\(:  pinnshmeul  to  tlu'  wibdi  or  wizard, 
(t  hat  might  l)e  the  wicked  I'rocuri-  m  ('oulrixcr  of  this  sloue 
a(lliction)  and  take  olf  theirs;  as  they  had  been  ad\  ised.  This 
Avas  the  ellect  of  it :  As  the  li(iuor  lu'gau  to  grow  hot.  a  sione 
camci  and  l)roke  the  top  or  moutli  (d'  it,  ami  thrcwv  it  dow  ii,  and 
spilt  what  was  in  it;   which  being  made  good  again,  another 
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stone,  as  the  pot  grew  hot  again,  l^rokc  the  liandle  ofl";  and  being 
recruitetl  (  sic  !  )  and  filled  the  third  time,  was  theii  with  a  stone 
quite  broke  to  pieces  and  split,  and  so  the  operation  became 
frustrate  and  fruitless." 

The  wizard  continued  to  have  the  Ijest  of  it  for  a  moutli  or 
two  more,  in  spite  of  prayers,  maledictions  and  pins.  At  last 
the  excitement  ceased,  thougii  the  matter  Avas  canvassed  long 
afterward.  The  Walton  house  got  itself  new  windows  and  the 
stones  settled  down  into  their  accustomed  ai)atli3%  contented  lo 
be  no  higher  than  a  wall,  and  onl}'  magical  when  built  into  tiie 
tower  of  some  [xx.'t. 

Clianiberlain  concludes  liis  testimonial  concerning  the  ''.slonc- 
throwing  dcN  il"  with  the  following  doctrinal  application  : 

"Who,  tliat  i)eruses  these  prreternatural  occurrences  can  i)()s- 
sibly  be  so  much  an  Enemy  to  liis  own  Soul,  and  irrefutable 
Ixeason,  as  obstinately  to  oppose  himself  to,  or  confusedly  lluct- 
uate  in,  the  ()i)iuion  and  doctrine  of  Demons,  and  Si)irit.s  and 
AVitches  ;  certainly  he  tliatdo's  so,  must  do  two  things  uuu-c  :  lie 
must  temrrai-itnisly  ludiinge,  or  undermine  the  best  Religion  in 
the  World;  and  he  must  disingenuously  (luit  and  abandon  that 
of  the  three  Theologick  A'irtues  or  Graces,  to  which  the  great 
J)octor  of  the  Gentiles  gaA'e  the  i)recedence,  Charity,  through  his 
unchristian  and  uncharitable  Incredulity." 

Charity,  forsooth  !  It  were  better  to  have  that  whicli  tliinketli 
no  evil;  and  for  us,  that  charity  a\  hich  is  prox'olvCil  only  t(j  smiles 
at  the  solemn  antics  of  our  ancestors.  According  to  (!otfon 
]\Iather  (for  there  is  U(^  yv.iw  date  in  Cliam))erlain's  i)amiihlet 
except  that  of  its  puljlication  in  London)  the  "  st,one-thro\\  ing 
devil"  began  his  tricks  in  New  Castle,  June  Utli,  1G82,  and  appears 
to  have  continuetl  them  for  about  three;  months.  'J'liis  ^vas  the 
exact  period  when  New  Castle  sa\v  its  most  anxious  days,  prior  to 
the  Uevolutiou.  For  Cranlield  ruletl  o\  er  the  j)eoi)le;  a  goxcruor 
T,'ho  was  in  league  with  tlic;  j\Iason  heirs  to  assert  their  tilli;  to 
nil  the  lands  here,  whether  occuj/icd  or  not,  and  who  attempt (•(! 
ti>  extort  (juit-rents  of  all  lioidei's.  Xo\\',  though  tlu'  seltler>  h:!d 
not  strietly  taken  their  holdinu>  I  :  ihe  primili\'e  form  of  "turf 
and  twig,"  yet  they  had  l)een  for  a,  g(;i!eratiou  or  two  in  i)eaceal)le 
j)ossession.  The  i)r(jspect  of  a  sy  stem  of  tenantry  like  that  of 
Ijigland,  or  of  ejectment,  which  alread.y  had  bec-n  carried  owt 
success ftiUy  upon  one  prominent  citizen  of  New  Castle  (^George 
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Jaffrc.v)  weighed  lieavily  upon  their  iiiiiKls.  And  tliere  was 
another  trouble  brewing,  equall}-  <;i)i)ressive.  Though  never  Puri- 
tans after  the  manner  of  some  of  tlicir  nt.'ighbors,  their  fcn-m  ol' 
clmrch  service  was  essentially  (  'ongregational ;  that  gocnl  ohl 
faith  Avhich  led  on  to  eix'il  freedom,  ami  undei'  whose  ti-achinu- 
and  encouragments  the  battles  of  the  lieN'olution  w  ere  fought. 
But  Craulield  was  of  the  established  Engiisli  Church,  and  wantetl 
to  root  out  the  growing  heresies  of  this  Province ;  either  that,  or 
(dse  in  some  Avay  that  Ave  (tannot  now  fatln)m,  the  personal 
interests  of  hiniself  and  his  friends  induced  him  to  tal^e  active 
measures  toward  clianging  the  religi(jus  rites  of  the  chu relies 
here. 

He  demanded  of  the  l»ev.  Joshua  Moody,  the  minister  of 
Portsmouth,  the  sacraments  acconiing  to  the  customary  luiglish 
form.  ]Moody  \vas  recalcitrant,  and  Crantield  resolute;  the  latter 
had  the  power,  hut  Moody  the  i)o{)ular  Aoice  and  sympathy. 
Tlu!  contest  came  to  an  issue,  autl  Mood}'  A\as  api)rehended, 
brought  to  New  Castle  for  trial  and  sentenced  to  six  months' 
impriscnnnent  in  New  Castle  i)rison,  where  the  "irons  called 
])il))ose  are  exceeding  large,  an  inch  over,  live  feet  and  several 
inches  long."  During  this  time,  Ins  flock  in  Portsmouth  nearly 
perished  for  the  Avaut  of  religious  ministrations.  Indeed,  one 
poor  soul  did  die  in  consequence  —  so  saith  the  record:  "Good 
IVIrs.  Martin  Avas  buried,  being  not  al)le  to  live  above  one  Sal)batli 
after  the  shutting  up  the  doors  (jf  the  sanctuary." 

This  is  the  lament  of  one  William  Vaughan,  concerning  the 
same  atlair :  "Our  minister  lies  in  i)rison,  and  a  famine  of  the 
word  of  God  is  coming  upon  us.  No  i)ublic  Avorship,  no  preach- 
ing of  the  Word  !  What  ignorance,  proi'aneness  and  misery  nmst 
needs  ensue ! " 

One  other  event  in  the  Province  at  this  piiriod  added  to  tiie 
general  excitenuiut :  an  insurrection  ag;i,insl,  t!ie  go\  ei'nmenL  ol' 
Cranlii'ld,  under  the  leadership  of  Edward  Gove  of  lIami)tou  and 
nine  other  men.  They  were  all  arrested,  l)rought  to  Xe\\'  Castle, 
here  tried,  and  the  chief  conspirator,  (ioxe,  seiitenc(id  for  high 
treason;  the  only  conviction  of  that  Isind  in  New  Hampshire  his- 
tory, as  the  imprisonment  of  Moody  was  ilie  lirst  case  of 
religious  i>ersecution  in  New  I'hi^iand.  It  a\us  adjudii'ed  that 
Go\(^  sh(juld  l)e  hung,  cut  down  iK'fore  dead,  his  l)()wels  l)e 
burnt  bef(jre  his  face,  liis  head  cut  otl"  and  his  body  (luarleiX'd  ; 
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1K)UC  of  which  sentence,  we  are  ,i;hid  to  Avrite,  was  exijculed. 
lie  lived  to  be  shut  np  in  the  Tower  of  London  sf)nie  years; 
then  to  return  to  liis  farm  in  Hampton,  where  Ju;  lived  to  mucli 
multiply  liis  name  in  that  i)reciuct.  }le  lived,  ))ut  complained 
that  he  surtered  I'roni  poison  secretly  administered  while  a 
|)i-isouer  at  New  Castle. 

To  crown  all,  they  had  only  just  recovered  from  a  terrilde 
fright  1)3'  tlu!  Hi<;-ht  of  a  comet  throuij,'li  tlnnr  heavens.*  'IMiis, 
in  fact,  had  created  such  consternation  that  a  ])ul)lic  fasl  liad 
been  called,  to  i)ropitiate  by  i)rayer  and  self-abasement,  the 
heavenly  powers.  The  proclamation  yi\  es  thi'ee  reasons  for  a 
tlay  of  fastini>-  and  supplication  :  tlic  sickness  of  the  President 
of  the  Province,  John  Cntts ;  ''in  respect  of  that  airfiil  portcii- 
tioas   hlaziiuj  .star,  usually  foreboding-   some  calamity  to  the 


l)eholder  thereof;"  and  the  third  reason  is  mysterious,  but  very 
curious:  "also  having;  a  r(\d  sympathy  Avith  the  f//v-f^i  tJioiKjIUs 
of  heart  in  our  ))rolhers  and  neii>hbors."  I  ha\(i  somewhat 
anticipated  a  portion  of  tlie  town  annals,  in  order  to  picture  the 
condition  and  temi)er  of  this  community  ^vhen  the  "  stone-tlu'ow- 
ing  (le\  il"  entered  upon  the  scene;  to  intensify  the  excitement 
already  exislim;-. 

New  Castle  was  the  focus  of  whatever  hapi)ened  in  the  I'roN- 
ince  at  that  time,  for  her(.'  li\-ed  the  (Jox  ei-nor  an<l  his  olfK-iids  ; 
here  wei'e  held  tlu;  comicils  and  tlie  coiii'ts  of  laA\' ;  it  a\  as  the 
port  of  entry;  here  was  the  pri-ou  i'or  the  whole  Pi'o\  ince,  and 


*  Prof.  E.  C.  IMclvoriutf,  (jf  llie  CauibridLcc  ()l)SL'i  \-;it()ry,  informs  iiu-  U^it  Uiirt 
was  lliL'  comot  linown  a.s  Die  "  (-uMict  of  1680,"  slill  visibly  in  ItiSl.  li  i.s  «iui)- 
posed  to  be  the  same  us  tlial  of  184),  1880  and  18S2. 
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the  fort  or  castle,  its  strongliokl,  under  coinmand  ol"  C'apt. 
Walter  Barefoot,  the  most  interesting-  fiiiure  of  the  pei'iod.  The 
town  must  have  been  a  lively  |)lace  to  live  in  during  tliose 
years,  Avith  ils  ^N  itchcraft  doings,  its  coniet,  its  cjeclnients,  llie 
hated  (jio\'ernor,  anil  prison  full  of  traitors  and  ministers  in  dan- 
ger of  London  ToAver,  of  the  gallows,  or  seci-et  i>oisoning.  One 
can  hardly  realize  that  this  peaceful  and  tran(|ull  island,  avIktc 
now  nothing  ever  happens  more  reuiarka1)le  than  a  shipwreck  or 
tlie  building  of  a  new  house,  \vas  aljounding-'fonncrly  in  stirriu'i 
events. 

We  are  i)roiid  of  our  })ast;  "vve  grew  out  of  it  and  stand  upon 
it;  and  though  our  allairs  are  wow  so  small  and  ohscun;,  it  is  Iml 
the  last  i)age  in  our  annals,  which  lias  a  new  and  dt-cper  interest 
when  Ave  turn  back  and  read  up  to  it.  'i'his  insular  life  is  good 
and  sweet;  full  of  contentnumt,  humble  serA'ices,  sntlerings  and 
joys. 

Our  allairs  are  of  little  conscciucnce  to  the  world,  but  concern 
us  gr(>atly  and  are  measured  or  magnilicd  to  our  need  —  parca 
scd  (iptd.  i/obis/' 

Onr  natural  boundaries,  Avholly  of  ocean  and  river,  sepai'ate 
and  circumscribe  our  interests,  give  a  certain  local  color  to  life, 
an  idiomatic  flavor  to  speech,  and  a  maritime  direction  to  all 
thought  and  imagination,  'i'his,  if  you  arc^  a  dweller  oi-  visitor 
here,  though  neither  lislu;rman  norsoilor,  1  reckon  an  ad\  antagi3, 
n(jt  only  for  (MiteiM.ainment,  l)Ut  in  tlu;  studies  and  practices  of 
intellectual  life,  and  tlu.;  exercise  of  all  duties  owed  to  the 
comnnniity.  It  is  j)leasanl  to  feel  you  ha\'e  not  got  the  uui\'erse 
io  deal  w  ith  this  time,  but  only  some  six  hundred  acres. 

Fixed  and  faitht'id  to  thesi-,  the  great  A\'orld  in  time  jiasses 
by  this  way,  l)ringing  AvhatcA'cr  your  dreams  ha\-e  Costered  and 
destiny,  with  its  cubit  and  I'ein,  predetermined  that  you  shall 
possess  or  b(i  denied.  Thus  you  camiot  rise  to  daimx'rous 
heights;  nor  can  you  fall  lo\\ ,  lor.  like  the  little  spider,  a  tru--!y 
rope  is  always  in  your  hand. 

r.et  us  Avalk  on  I'rom  the  sit(^  of  the  slone-throw  ing  dexil"' 
house,  where  we  ha\'e  lingered  to<»  loii'.;',  to  the  Tiu'ee  l>i'idgt  s. 
On  the  highest  point  of  tlui  iiill  which  we  pass  just  l)cd"ore 
coming  to  them,  was  a  small  earthwork  of  b'e\ olutionary  dale. 
It  was  uevei"  used,  and  is  now  almost  le\cl  with  the  groinid. 
At  the  lime  of  its  con>l  riiet  ion  there  were  no  houses  opp(>site. 
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uiiil  it  coininaiidcd  a  narrow  part  of  tlic  rh  cr,  between  the  uorlli- 
vvesteru  end  of  New  Castle  and  Seavy's  Island,  on  Avhieli  was  a 
companion  Avorlc,  Fort;  Sullivan.  The  view  from  liere  takes  in 
the  sea,  most  of  the  islands  in  the  harl)or,  the  whole  of  Kittery, 
namely,  •' Kittery  Foreside,"  •  •  iJaekslde  "  and  "Kittery  I'oint," 
and  wo  sec  the  way  at  least  lo  the  extreme  eastern  end  of  the  town, 
whieli  ]\lrs.  Cclia  Tliaxter  calls  'Muttery  C'utt."  Yonder  is  the 
queer  old  Fort  JNlcClar}'  at  Ivittery  Point,  a  nondescript  structure, 
half  wood,  half  stone,  and  many-angled;  something  ))etwct'n  a 
block-house  and  IMartello  to^\  ei'.  A  little  distance  eastw  ai'(l  of  it 
is  the  mansion  of  Sir  William  rep[)ercll,  and  his  tomh.  Sir 
Willi;uu  reiJpcrell  was  a  tradei',  and  the  son  of  a  trader;  a 
militia  cohmel,  rich,  prosperous,  a  man  of  j)rol)ily  and  sagacity, 
and  the  central  human  ligure  in  these  p;>,rts,  in  the  tirst  h;ilf  (jf 
the  eighteenth  century.  In  the  Fri'iich  AN  ar,  i7  ir>,  he  was  selected 
to  lead  an  expedition  agaip.st,  tlie  citadel  of  Louislnu'g,  called  in 
its  day  the  Diud^irk  of  A nieric:".. "  Tiiis  expec^lition  is  the  most 
amusing  allair  in  Americr.n  history;  it  Avas  the  tirst  regidarly 
organi/.ed  military  cnter[)rise  of  Yankee  soldiers,  and  showed 
tlnis  early  all  their  peculiar  characteristics.  repperell  was 
selected,  in  the  iirst  place,  on  accotnit  of  his  pojndaritj ;  and  the 
soldiers  accouipanying  him  had  ad  the  inventive,  independent 
and  frolicksome  traits  exhil^ited  in  our  latest  A\ar.  It  w  iis  a 
regular  picnic,  holiday  mustei',  oi,  as  described  at  th(^  tinui,  by 
the  current  synonym  for  fun,  a  Camlnidge  ConinnmceuKmt.  ' 
Oidy  those  who  remained  at  liomo  took  the  l)usiness  seriously; 
one  of  these,  a  little  ])efor(i  the  expedition  sailed,  lu-arly  ruined 
the  enterprise,  which  liad  been  plamied  in  secret,  b}'  being  unable 
to  restrain  himself  at  family  i)rayers.  But  Whitelield,  the  great 
preacher,  had  given  it  his  l)lessing  and  a  motto,  dcspcnuuUtm 
Christo  (Ikcc.  It  Avas  successful  mainly  through  the  energy  of 
Lii;utenant-('olonel  AA'^illiani  \'auglian,^'=  of  rortsmouth,  a  daunt- 
less man,  who  could  see  no  obstacle  in  the  ti'ack  of  his  intention, 
lint  Pepperell  had  the  glory,  and  Avas  made  the  first  American 
liaronet.    Kitteiw  Point  is  f nil  of  liis  departed  fame  and  name. 


*  Voltuirt;,  in  Proce«  de  1'  Ilititoire  do  I.uuis  XV ,  fe'i'-o.-^  to  \'iuigli;ui  the  credit, 
of  itJXipo-iiiig- li;e  cxpeililiun.    Un  n(''t,'(>ci;uit ,  Vair.'lniii,  prupuHr,  ii  M'rs 

iDiK  iiuyiics  de  hi  iic;uvc;lU' Anglo-terrc  do  Irvcr  lies  Uuupe.s  pwur  ;i.-.'-iei,'i'i  l.uui.s 
Unuii.    <'li:ip.  XXVIII. 
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Beside  his  own  mansion,  there  are  several  others  associated  witli 
his  family  :  the  Bray  house,  built  IGGO;  the  Sparhawk  house,  of 
noble  proportions  and  style ;  and  the  Cutts  liouse,  the  scene  of 
enough  tragedies  in  one  family  to  furnish  out  an  annual  novelist. 
There  is  a  way  by  water  from  the  Kittery  side  of  tlie  harl)or, 
through  Chauncy  Creek  to  Biayljoat  Harbor,  on  the  main  sea. 
It  is  the  pleasantest  in  the  world  —  so  it  seems  when  one  is  tlicre, 
or  when  rememljcred.  It  has  varied  scenery :  high  banks, 
woods,  marsh,  two  ancient  bridges,  one  of  which  was  formerly 
a  drawbridge,  for  security,  and  at  lIh;  end  arc  groves  of  walnut- 
trees  bravely  growing  close  to  the  salt  Atlantic. 

"Down  to  tha  surf  the  luailcBw  IkUe  wood, 
Childlike  it  smiles  in  all  the  Atlantic's  roar." 

Near  these  trees  is  the  cairn  of  Prancis  Cliampernowne, 
an  adventurer  of  the  early  colonial  days;  a  man  of  Norman 
and  royal  descent,  who  had  his  mansion  here,  his  mill  and 
his  dra^vbri^ge.  The  entrance  and  outlet  of  the  creek  are 
wide;  but  in  the  middle  i)art  it  narrows  to  tlie  beam  of  a 
boat,  though  still  deep,  and  in  all  its  course  the  water  is 
crystal  clear.  Along  the  shores  memories  and  names  abitle  : 
the  Cutts,  Pepperells,  Chauncys  and  Champernownes ;  their  tide 
has  ebbed;  ])ut  the  sea  continues  to  bring  back  the  flood,  which 
you  must  take  if  you  Avould  explore  tlie  creek  and  review  its  okl 
and  slumbering  memorials.  The  higher  banks  are  crowned  with 
the  most  diminutive  houses  in  all  this  region;  each  witli  its 
small  garden,  and  its  boat-landing,  where  children  are  always  at 
play.  The  houses  look  just  their  size,  and  you  Avonder  if  they 
are  not  the  pigmy  people  who  built  and  inhabit  them.  At  least 
you  would  fancy  so,  unless  you  should  happen  to  enter  one 
of  them  and  find  men  and  women  of  good  stature  and  come- 
liness, living  with  cheerful  simplicity  in  their  tidy  nests.  A'oti 
will  have  a  cup  of  water,  fresldy  drawn,  their  best  word,  and 
you  Avill  not  go  away  without  some  llowers  from  the  terrace 
border;  and  going,  you  will  think  of  the  old  proverb,  "  Cod  oft 
hath  a  great  share  in  a  little  house."  But  your  sailor  and  3  our 
fisherman,  though  dealing  so  much  with  the  spacious  floor  of  the 
sea  and  an  unwalled  world,  dearly  love  to  creep  into  small  houses 
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and  rooms,  like  their  sea-cabins  and  forecastles.  They  want  little 
space  for  their  feet,  but  mucli  for  their  eyes. 

Kcturning  from  Chauucy  Creek,  and  rounding  with  your  Ijoat 
the  small,  rocky  promontories  all  along  "  Kittery  Side,"  you  enter 
Spruce  Creek,  which  runs  up  tlu-ough  tlie  land  into  York.  It  is 
broad  at  the  entrance,  and  soon  widens  still  more ;  but,  like  inost 
ocean  inlets,  it  does  not  fulhll  its  promising  invitation,  and  ter- 
minates shortly  in  marsh  and  mud.  A  salt-water  creek  nuist  be 
taken  like  your  aflairs,  at  the  Hood.  At  tlie  ebl)  it  looks  like  a 
street  in  ruins;  all  is  naked  that  should  be  covered  ;  all  is  black- 
ened, haggard  and  desolate.  In  another  six  hours,  when  it  begins 
to  swell  and  till  from  "the  impulse  of  the  t)uter  sea,"  the  ciiaiige 
is  magical.  The  long,  slender  eel-grass  that  lay  tlat  and  motion- 
less in  the  bed  of  the  creek,  begins  to  wave  as  if  a  soft  west  Avind 
were  blowing  over  it.  The  stream  grows  swifter ;  it  hurries  on  ; 
it  has  a  message  from  the  ocean,  an  appointment  to  keep,  and 
for  only  a  brief  space.  The  ledges,  smooth  and  l)lanched  by 
millions  of  tides,  wait  to  be  kissed;  and  the  trees  beiul  do\\  ii  for 
the  low,  cool  breeze,  which  twice  a  day  the  tide  Ijrings  from  the 
deep  and  salutary  recesses  of  the  ocean,  as  a  boon  to  all  the 
neighboring  shores.  It  stays  at  the  hood  l)ut  a  little  Avhilo  ;  tlie 
water-line  on  the  stones  soon  shows  tliat  it  is  making  ready  to 
retreat;  then  you  nuist  turn  your  prow  and  (.hift  homeward. 
Oars  are  supertluous ;  hardly  will  you  need  the  helm;  the  creek 
knows  the  way.    Let  it  connnand,  while  you  meditate. 

Tliere  are  four  creeks  making  out  of  the  Avaters  which  sur- 
round New  Castle :  Spruce,  Chauncy,  Seavy  and  Sagamore. 
Two  of  them.  Spruce  and  Chauncy,  are  from  the  river  side; 
Seavy  and  Sagamore  from  Little  Harbor,  which  itself  is  (->nly 
a  more  spacious  creek,  but  breaking  througli  tlie  land,  at  length, 
and  uniting  itself  with  the  liver  by  tliree  inlets,  o\'er  \vhicli 
cross  the  Three  Bridges.  The  Nvaters  here  are  fidl  of  small 
islands,  green  to  the  tide  in  summer,  and  in  autunm  a  blaze  of 
red.  The  hrst  bridge  lands  on  one  of  these,  called  Goat  Island; 
the  second  starts  from  the  latt('r  and  lands  on  Shapley's  Island; 
and  the  third  bridge  crosses  from  Shai)ley's  to  Frame  l*oint,  in 
the  southern  part  of  Portsmouth. 

At  the  last  bridge  are  still  connnitted,  every  day,  the  boldest 
higluvay  robberies,  and  it  is  ncc(;ssary  for  tlie  unwary  foot 
passenger  to  arm  himself  with  a  three-barrelled  gun,  loaded 
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Avitli  th(j  siiuillest  deiiominatiou  oi"  "shot"  laadt-  at  Uiv  I'nitcd 
States  iiuut.  I  l)lush  for  this  cliartci'ecl  rclu- of  fciidalisiii ;  hut 
tlio  l)hiiiie  is  not  upon  Now  CasMc.  Wo  h)iiii;  aiio,  and  when 
much  k}ss  prosperous  than  at  present,  ollered  1o  i'rvr  the 
])ortiou  of  the  bridges  vs'itliiii  our  territ(jry ;  tliat  is,  lu-ai  iy 
to  the  western  end  of  the  middle  bridge.  liuL  our  worlliy 
P(n1smouth  neighbors  are  conser\'ative,  and  wouhl  rather  shut 
their  siioi)S  than  anyone  shouhA  l)r('ak  into  tlieir  town  hy  olhrr 
than  [hr,  ancient  ways.  Yet  tliey  are  J'ond  of  coming  lo  New 
CaslU',  and  so  ^^■e  Ijidlt  them  a  new,  fi-ee  biidgi'  by  a  i)l('a>ani 
way,  o\-ei'  J/ittle  Harbor,  to  the  soutliei-n  side  of  tlu;  town 
and  Wentworlh  lloteh  We  liopc,  in  time,  to  ^\■ean  llieni  Jioui 
their  ancient  liabit  of  gathering  and  paying  tolls  at  their  bar- 
riers. Jiut  the  gateman  of  the  three  bridges  no\v  keei)s  tliem 
in  sucli  excellent  rci)aii',  and  his  own  domicile  on  the  pit'r,  and 
its  grounds,  are  so  neat  and  last(d."ul,  that  one  almost  inxol- 
unlai'ily  gi\('s  ui)  liis  ])urse,  and  says,  \\llh  thai,  dear  old 
highwa3'maii,  Falslatl",  "'tis  no  sin  for  a  man  (o  labor  in  his 
\ocation."  liesitles,  we  can  have  a  look  at  his  inxentions; 
for  he  is  the  iuA  enlor  of  1  knoNV  not  what  ingenious  machiiu's; 
an  anclior,  almost  ecjual  to  lIoi)e's,  that  will  hold  ov  loosen 
itsc'lf  <^n  any  bottom;  a  water  bicycle,  which  reseinbk.'s,  more 
than  anything  else,  tliose  great  Avat(;r  spidcj's  iji  the  still  plact's 
of  a  brook  ;  and  tliere  is,  on  the  last  bridge',  his  lloating  a(|ua- 
rium,  full  of  all  the  connnon  and  uncommon  lish  of  these  \\'aters, 
\\  hich  you  enter  through  a  veranda  A\  here  sujnmer  refresh- 
mc;ids  are  ser\'ed;  so  that  you  are  (juite  lil<ely  lo  foi'gct  the 
ollensive  tiireep(;nny  line  —  '-'raki;,  gateman,  thrice  thy  fee," — 
especially  if  yon  iia\e  ol)served  and  enjoyed  tlu;  \  ariety  of  land 
and  -water  scenery  to  Ix;  had  from  each  of  the  bridges.  On  the 
right  hand  are  Clariv's,  Seaxy's  and  Teirce's  islands;  on  Sea\y's 
is  the  llevolutionary  earthwork,  Fort  Sullivan;  and  on  Peirce's, 
Fort  Washington,  of  the  same  date.  Jkdiind  Sea\'y's  Island,  but 
in  vie\\'  of  th(;  bridges,  is  th(!  United  Stales  N'a\y  ^"ai'd. 
Mu)st  conspieiioiis  ol)ject  now  at  its  piers  is  tlu;  old  frigate  ('on- 
stitmion.  .Siie  has  had  a  house  ol'  one  stoi-y  built  o\'er  iier 
entire  deck,  and  with  her  clnnilvy  bow  and  s(|uare  sti^rn  siie 
reminds  one  of  the  ark  of  liis  childhood.  From  the  bridges  is  a 
good  N'iew  of  the  older  [)orti()n  of  Fortsmouth  ;  that  portion  lirst 
named  and  known  as  Strawberry  IJank.    On  some  (me  of  tlu; 
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islands  off  this  side  of  rortsmouLli,  in  Kl'JO,  was  built  probably 
the  ih'st  war-vessel  in  this  country,  the  Falkland,  a  fii'ty-four- 
j^un  ship,  for  the  British  governnunit.  In  passini;-  over  the  lirst 
and  second  l^ridyes,  we  see  the  swiftest  and  most  dan^-erous 
mile  of  the  Piscataqua.  Here  the  pilot  nnist  be  wary  and 
(■xperiejiced ;  and  lie  is  quite  likely  to  do  some  swearini;  at 
"  Pull-and-be-dannied  Point."  His  predecessors  of  old  cliristencd 
it,  and  he  but  confirms  it. 

'JMu;  Piscata(]ua  is  hardly  a  river;  it  is  rather  an  arm  oJ'  tlu; 
sea.  Its  total  length  is  scai'C(>ly  twejiiy  niihjs,  and  it  is  salt, 
1houii;h  several  small  streams  of  fresh  ANater  ciupty  into  it. 
\  few  jniles  west  of  Portsmouth  it  spreads  into  a  broad  bay, 
covering"  some  twelve  thousand  acres.  'J'hc  name  J*isc-;ita(ina, 
or  Pascataqna,  is  an  Abnacjuian  Indian  word,  meaning-  "tin; 
[tidal]  ri^'er  branches."  Discovei'ed  in  IGOo,  l)y  Martin  l^ing, 
and  perhaps  earlier,  in  1524,  by  A'erazzano,  an  Italian  sailor, 
i'e-disco\ered  in  Kil  t  ])y  C'apt.  John  Smith,  it  had  an  early 
importance  as  being  the  chief  eastern  bountlary  between  the 
New  I'higland  colonists  and  their  constant  enemies,  the  I'l'i-neh 
and  their  Indian  allies.  it  came  aljout  that,  for  a  long  period, 
all  this  region  on  both  sides  oi"  the  river,  and  inland  to  its 
headwaters,  bore  the  general  name  in  England,  and  in  tlie  ailja- 
cent  colonics  of  "  Piscattaway,"  or  ••  Pascattaway,"  from  the 
name  of  the  riv(;r.  1  lind  the  name  si)elled  in  seven  forms;  the 
correct  Indianese  is  supposed  to  Ik;  Piscatacpiack,  and  when  ,so 
written  it  refers  to  the  j^lace  or  land  \N'here  the  ri\  er  di\  ides; 
that  is,  to  the  territory  about  the  junction  of  the  Salmon  and 
Cocheco  rivers.  For  the  Indians  seldom  generalizetl  a  name  ^ov 
natural  objects,  l)ut  designated  them  at  a  given  ])oint,  oi-  from  a 
particular  feature;  so  that  a  ri\'er  might  have  se\'eral  names 
along  its  course  :  as  at  its  junction  Avith  another  stream,  or  at  a 
favorite  fishing,  hunting  or  cam[)ing  ground.  If  Piscataxiua 
Avere  divided  and  accented  thus  —  Pis-ca-ta'-qua  —  it  would  ])e  a 
tine  sounding  word,  worthy  of  its  historic  and  romantic  associa- 
tions. 

.Nothing  in  our  day  is  see-u  upon  its  waters  so  i)ictureS(iue  and 
fortiign  looking  as  the  (jtimlaloir.^,  w  hich  ci-eep  along  the  shores 
and  in  and  out  among  the  islands.  The}'  have  oiie  short,  stumpy 
mast,  and  a  \  ery  long  yard,  rigged  with  a  lateen  sail.  The  yard 
is  held  to  the  mast  l)y  a  chain  hooketl  into  an  ir(m  l)and  aroimd 
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the  yard,  and  rove  llirovigh  a  shcavc-hole  in  the  mast-head;  tlius 
enabling-  it  to  swing  liorizontally,  wlien  passing  nndcr  l)ridges,  or 
wlien  at  anehor.  'J'he  gundalo\v  is  at  its  l)est  for  a  ])icturc  •^vhen 
lying  on  some  tide-deserted  beaeli,  its  yard  on  a  line  Avitli  tlie 
deck,  and  tlie  sail  loosely  brailed  up.  It  will  be  noticed  in  tlie 
"  Onward,"  (for  which,  as  well  tlie  description,  I  am  indel)ted 
to  Capt.  W.  11.  Tread  well)  that  the  yard  is  weighted  at  the  for- 
ward end,  in  order,  when  lowering,  to  balance  the  weight  of  the 
sail,  "which  is  mainly  aft  of  the  mast.  I  Iuia'c  of  late  years  seen 
so  many  illustrations  and  paijitings  of  the  gundalow  of  th(; 
Piscataqua,  and  always  incoi'rec^t,  that  I  determined  in  tliis  boc^k 
to  give  one  page  to  a  realistic  likeness.    Those  who  want  their 
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gundalow  witli  sauce  can  turn  to  j)agci  lifty-eight.  Tlieirlacbng  is 
usually  brick,  sand  or  gravel,  stone,  coal  or  any  rough  cargo, 
carried  on  deck.  The  gundalow  is  the  humble  sister  of  tlie  sloi)p 
on  one  yid.c,  and  first,  but  aristcK-raLic,  cousin  to  the  skow  on  the 
other;  a  craft  indigenous  here,  and  adapted  to  our  much 
bi;])ri(lgcd  waters.  Its  nanus  and  rig  pr()l);i])ly  came  from  Italy, 
though  IIk!  one  has  been  (•()rrui)led  and  the  other  transformed. 
(Jundalows  ha\e  been  in  us(;  on  the  river  for  many  genera- 
tions, and  once  were  (|uitcM-U-gaul  in  iheir  ai)|)uinlmeuts,  eari'v- 
ing  passengers  as  well  as  freight,  'fhose  were  the  days  when 
Gov.  James  Sullivan,  of  INfassachusetts,  served  his  apprentice- 
ship on  one  of  them,  and  learned  to  use  the  helm  and  the  sweep, 
r  liaA'e    found  an  allusion  to  gtnidalows  as  far  back  as  IUSiGi 
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and  an  important  one  in  172(5 ;  wlilch  ^ivcs,  as  1  believe,  tlie  nearly 
correct  orthoi^'rai)hy,  shows  also  llieii-  yiniei-al  use  thus  earl}',  aud 
incidentally  discovers  the  beg'inniiii;-  of  a  lony,-  contest  o\  er  the 
building-  of  a  ])ridge  across  Little  Harbor,  Avhich  New  Caslle 
wanted,  and  which  IJye  antl  ]*ortsuiouth  <jpposed.  1  will  (piotL'  a 
paragraph  from  the  petiti(ni  of  Ihu  t\vo  latter  tow  ns,  in  wliich 
the  name  appears;  and  whei-e  is  sho\vn  also  (nir  forefaLlu.'rs' 
manner  of  dealing  with  language  when  they  designed  to  make  it 
especially  emphatic  and  c<nivinciug. 

"  Another  unspeakable  Imrdshii)  \vhich  will  attend  a  bridge  is 
ye  transportation  of  Hay  J'rom  yo  meadows  and  niarisiies  w  hei"e 
the  tides  nmst  be  attended  both  ))y  nigiit  and  day;  and  to  pass 
under  a  draw  ))ridge  (n*  througli  an}'  such  gaj)  as  tluMi-  ma}'  ))e 
with  a  Goxi)i:r,.\  of  hay  in  a  dark  night  and  a  strong  Avind  or  in 
any  other  vessel  Avitli  so  strong  a  curi'ent  as  there  is  besides 
nuist  needs  be  a  danger  too  terri))le  to  be  thought  on." 

You  may  decline  this  word:  gond(jla,  gondela,  gnndalow  ;  the 
first  form  is  pure,  the  secontl  a  \ariation,  the  third  a  corruption.  4 
And  this  order  shows  also  another  sort  of  declension,  in  the 
uses  to  ^^•hicll  the  craft  was  put:  lirst,  a  conveyance  i'ov  passcni- 
gers  only  ;  second,  a  similar  purj)0se  and  sometimes  als(j  freight : 
and  last,  nothing  l)ut  rough  cargoes  of  coal  and  l)allast.  Words 
are  corrupted  as  fast  as  the  thing  signiiied  comes  to  an  aliased 
use.  One  of  the  earliest  luimes  in  New  Castle  histoi-y  was  John 
jVmazeen,  called  sometimes  John  the  Greek,  sometimes  JiAiu 
the  Italian.  I  conjecture  that  he  it  A^  as  who  christened  the 
"gondela;  "  and  perhaps  suggested  her  rig  from  the  xebecs  and 
feluccas  of  his  own  native  seas. 

On  the  left  of  the  Three  Bridges  are  the  various  branches  of 
Little  narl)or,  dotted  with  islands.  The  largest,  of  forty  acres, 
is  called  Leach's  Ishuid ;  it  was  the  slave's  quarter  in  (ioy. 
lienniug  \V(mtworth's  time,  l)eing  directly  opposite  his  mansion. 
Among  the  smaller  ones  are  ]*est,  Clampit,  Snull-liox,  etc.  All 
the  islands  east  of  the  main  chanmd  of  Little  TLirl)or  l)eloug  \o 
New  Castle.  The  only  (hu'i)  water  on  the  left  of  tlie  Tliree 
Bridges  is  near  the  middle  one,  and  is  kno^^n  as  "Tin;  I'ool." 
Here  a  French  fleet  anchored  foi'  Lluee  inonths  in  1 782.  At  the 
tui'ii  of  Little  Harbor  toward  tlu;  sea,  and  just  Avhere  it  seems  to 
end  in  tliat  direction,  alnn^st  overhanging  the  water,  is  the  old 
Governor  Wentworth  niansion.    We  shall  see  this  nearer  Nvhen 
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we  go  up  Sai^aiiiorc  creek,  and  then  we  will  rest  on  our  oars  a 
moment.  From  the  middle  bridi^e,  it  apijears  a  pile  of  build iiiLrs, 
of  fantastic  shapes,  eml)osoiii(-d  in  trees  and  shrul)ber3'. 

Ileturnini^  l)y  the  way  wo  came,  we  may  tal<e  the  npi)ei\  or  i)rin- 
cipal  thoroug-hfare  of  New  Castle  villaij;e,  i)assiug  two  school- 
houses  (in  one  of  which  is  the  Town  Ilall)  and  two  churc  lu-s, 
which  make  up  our  public  buihlinys.  The  Congregational  Church 
is  the  third  ))uilding  occupied  by  the  society  since  its  organi/.a- 
tion,  al)out  the  middle  of  the  seventeenth  century.  Tlie  first 
structure  ^vas  in  the  neighborhood  of  Fort  Conslitution ;  the 
ne.\t,  directtly  in  front  of  tlie  present,  'i'he  church  has  a  preltv 
llower-garden  attached,  laid  out  and  fondly  tended  by  the  last 
settled  minister,  l\e\ .  Lucius  Alden.  ]5eing  a  bachelor,  his 
llowers  ^^'ere  Lo  him  as  ^vife  and  cliikb-eii.  When  J  relate  the; 
int(,'rnal  liistor}'  of  New  Castle,  1  shall  better  gi\'e  what  concerns 
this  ciiiu'ch. 

Now,  as  we  walk  on,  we  enter  the  road  \vhich  leads  by  AVent- 
worth  Hotel  to  the  new  free  bridge;.  Nearly  all  the  distance  llie 
ocean  is  in  sight.  There  are  no  special  objects  to  point  out  that 
Ave  shall  not  have  a  fairer  \  iew  of  from  Ihe  eminence  on  which 
the  AV(;nt\\  <>rth  stands.  Yet,  as  f  ^vish  to  reco\  er  and  i>reserA  e 
as  many  of  Wni  ancient  designations  of  particular  localities  in 
New  Castle  as  I  can,  t  ^vill  here  record  that  the  land  now  A\'o(j(leil 
and  enclosed  between  the  enti-ance  to  JallVey  Point  and  the  next 
ojjen  lield  on  tlui  s(,)Uth  was  tesLilied  to  by  Samp.^on  Slieafe,  in 
1707,  as  always  known  to  him  by  the  name  of  "  Lux,  his  Field," 
There  is  no  howsoev  er  small  i)ai'cel  of  land,  oi'  slioi'e,  ov  little 
hill,  or  back-yard  in  New  Castle  l>iit  iias  its  prescrii)ti\'e  title,  or 
sometimes  nickname.  And  1  lind  tiiat  it  Nvas  always  the  fashion 
here;  and  tijat  consecjueiitly  thi're  ai'e  (jften  several  nanu's  by 
which  to  identify,  and  sometimes  con  fust',  i)la(.,-es,  as  sometliing 
wotdd  gi\e  rise,  in  llie  course  (^f  genei'at ions,  to  a  new  name, 
while  the  older  one;  slid  ling(n-e(l  on  in  deeds  and  tra(nt:on. 
The  \  iews  on  the  I'iglit  ()f  the  way  we  ar(;  now  t ra\iTsi iig  ai"e 
terminated  by  liill  and  foi-esl.  The  iiigher  of  tiie  hills,  and  one 
uf  the  liigliest  in  N(;w  Cattle,  is  known  as  lios'n  Mill.  l  lie 
tradition  is  that  it  recei\  ed  its  name  from  a  c-ei-lain  boatswain  in 
early  times  who  lumg  himself  there  to  a  |>ine  tree,  anil  that  w  hen 
a  storm  is  brewing  his  whistle  l)egins  lo  be  heard,  and  increases 
in  loudness  w  il  ii  the  teniju'st. 
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(A  NEW  CAS  TLi:,  N.  II.,  LEGEND.; 


The  -wind  blows  wild  on  Bos'n  Hill, 
Far  off  ia  beard  the  ocean's  rote; 

Low  overhead  the  gulla  ueream  shrill, 
And  homeward  ncudts  each  little  boat. 

Then  the  dead  Bos'n  wakes  in  glee 
'J'o  liear  the  Ktornj-lung's  tiony ; 

And  from  the  top  of  uiasl-pine  tree 
He  blows  his  \\i)istle  loud  and  long. 

The  village  sailors  liear  the  call, 

Lips  pale  and  eyes  grow  dim; 
Well  know  they,  though  he  jjipes  them  all, 

lie  means  hut  one  shall  answer  him. 

lie  pipes  the  dead  up  from  their  graves, 

Whoso  bones  the  tan/y  hides; 
He  pipes  the  dead  beneath  the  waves, 

Thej'^  hear  and  cleave  the  rising  tides. 

But  sailors  know  when  next  they  sail 

Beyond  the  Hilltop's  view, 
Thei-e 's  one  amongst  them  shall  not  fail 

To  join  the  Bos'n's  crew. 


An3^onc  who  guesses  me  to  be  either  historuin  or  antiquarian 
will  be  compelled  to  guess  tigain;  or,  if  hu  chance  to  read  this 
little  volume,  li<:  will  not  netnl  to  guess  ;it  all.  Yet  I  may  be;  par- 
doueil  1"(H"  introducing  ^onu,'  of  the  ambitious  i)hrasi;s  of  liisloi'y, 
in  describing  New  Castle  as  iia\ing  had  tiirce  notable  historic 
periods;  or,  a  rise  and  decline,  and  again  a  rise.  Tlie  lirst 
period  extended  from  the  settlement  of  the  country  to  tlie  lie\ o- 
lution ;  the  second,  of  decline,  fi-om  the  Eevolution  to  tlie  Ccu- 
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tennial  year  ;  and  the  tliird  begins  with  the  building  of  Wentworth 
Hotel,  in  1874,  and  the  free  bridge  in  1875;  in  all  about  two 
hundred  and  fifty  years.  The  hotel  and  bridge  mark  the  return- 
ing tide  of  prosperity;  Avhicli,  so  to  speak,  is  aland  tide;  that 
is,  it  is  from  that  side,  which  sends  us  every  year  larger  numbers 
of  guests.  Some  of  them  become  attaclied,  and,  building  houses, 
become  residents;  others,  coming  for  a  summer  to  the  Went- 
worth Hotel,  return  to  it  year  after  year.  It  was  not  so  nuich 
business  as  admiration  of  the  situation  that  mo\cd  the  lirst 
builder  of  this  house.  Indeed,  his  enthusiasm  was  deeper  Miau 
his  purse.  Like  so  many  other  jVmerican  enterprises,  where  tlie 
roof  falls  upon  the  head  of  him  who  raises  it  first,  the  founder 
of  the  Wentworth  Hotel  never  himself  rt'ap(!d  any  benefit.  It 
seems  almost  e\erything  nuist  ne('ds  fail  once,  often  several 
times,  before  it  l)ee()mcs  a  real  and  ])ernianent  success,  ^\'e  sow 
and  never  reap,  and  Ave  reap  w  here  we  lia\  e  not  so\vn.  On  that 
side  (jf  the  road  whei'e  the  AVentworth  Hotel  and  its  Aarious 
amiexes  now  stand,  Avas  a  pine  grove;  tiie  house  was  planted  in 
the  midst  of  it;  the  trees  o\'ershadoAved  the  j)iazzas,  and  se\eral 
Avere  allowed  to  grow  up  througii  them.  iVt  lirst,  this  i)rimiti\'e 
order  of  things  was  much  admired.  But  suddenly  some  one 
disc()\  ered  tiiat,  lolling  in  an  easy-chair  or  hannnock,  tlie  views 
were  ol)structed.  From  that  mon)ent  tlie  fate  of  the  l)eautiful 
grove  Avas  decreed.  There  is  no  good  American  who  has  not 
laid  his  axe  at  the  root  of  some  tree,  and  generally  f(n-est.  IMece 
by  piece  the  wood  fell,  according  to  the  whim  of  successive 
hnulloi-ds,  or  wish  of  some  distinguisluHl  guest,  wlio  thought  if 
certain  trees  uere  removed  tliere  would  be  uncoAcred  a  prettier 
picture.  So  the  low,  e\'ergreen  yail  was  toi'n  away;  all  but  a 
corner,  and  a  fringe  along  the  bank  of  the  water.  Its  site  has 
been  I'cplaced  1)}^  line  lawns  and  terraces;  and  by  the  i>lanting  of 
trees  on  otiier  parts  of  tlu;  gi'onnds  llie  Avood  g(^ds  are  a[)[)eased. 
At  tlu;  f(;ot  of  tin;  gi'o\e  is  a  pieci;  of  ancient  road,  \Nliich 
formerly  was  tlie  wa_y  from  an  old  hriduc  across  Liltic;  llaibor, 
fr(nn  lihint's  Jsland,  into  (he  iiorliieiii  |>oi-tion  of  Xi-.w  Castle. 
Along  its  I'oute  are  many  cella r-iioles,  old  pear-trees,  and  tlie  only 
li\ing  spring  I  know  of  here;  Imt  not  a  single  house.  This  roatl 
passed  Long  Point  and  Eos'n  Hill,  and  linally  reached  the  \  illage 
in  a  circuitous  manner.  No  pai-l  of  it  is  now  a  public  highway. 
But  the  foot-passenuer  may  ti-ace  it  out  and  lind  a  short  cul  f'-om 
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tlie  southern  side  of  the  island  to  the  Three  Bridges,  by  a  very 
prett}"^  lover's  lane.  At  the  end  of  this  lane  the  last  house  of  the 
whole  way  was  pulled  down  a  few  y(!ars  sinee.  A  pear-tree, 
which  must  be  two  ceuturiijs  old,  is  there,  a  venerable  house- 
mark. 

Let  us  return  to  the  hill  on  which  the  Wentworth  Hotel  stands. 
It  is  here  I  \\  isJi  to  tempt  you  by  tailing  you  up  into  a  hi^h 
tower  and  otlering-  you  a  \vorld.  I  know  of  no  spot  where  one 
is  so  likely  to  yield.  The  ^■ery  least  you  will  do  will  be  to  aeeei)t 
it  for  a  season  ;  and  tliat  is  enough,  it  settles  the  business;  you 
will  come  again,  and  ultimately  it  will  triumph  over  all  jjrefer- 
ences.  This  is  the  experience  of  many  chanee  visitors  at  New 
Castle.  From  the  towers  of  Wentworth  Hotel  nearly  the  wliole 
of  ]^ockingham  County  can  be  seen,  a  portion  of  Strall'ord 
County,  and  of  York  County  in  Maine.  The  general  name  of  the 
('le\'ations  on  thc!  W(;st,  that  form,  at  the  a\  erage  distanee  of  lliii-ty 
miles,  Ibc  hori/.on  line,  is  li»e  Blue  Hills.  A  not  \'ery  distinct i\-e 
name,  and  generally  employed  most  by  those  who  see  theiu  at 
distance.  Those  Tn  ing  nearer  have  other,  more  clelinite  names. 
Tlu'se  western  hills  are  in  cok)r  a  rather  lighter,  softer  blue  than 
is  common.  1  lia\  i;  Ixhmi  loUl  b}'  a  eountryman  that  it  is  due  to 
th(3  spruee  forests  with  wliicli  they  are  mostly  clothed.  It  may 
be  so,  for  the  leaf  of  the  spruee  is  l)liier  than  that  of  ot,li(,'r 
evergreen  trees.  And,  moreoNCM",  the  hills  are  directly  opposite 
the  sun;  the  ffU'ests  i-etlect  the  full  light  of  it,  and  are  less  in 
shadow  than  Agamenticus  on  the  north,  which  is  much  deep(.'r  in 
cohjr.  lCverywiu?re  along  the  sea-shore  the  ellects  of  light  are 
\'ai-ious  and  wonderful.  All  colors  and  shadows  are  intensilied. 
The  sea  acts  as  a  \'ast  mirror:  and  tiie  dense  air  is  an  ;irtist  \\  ho 
softens  or  heightens  all  objects.  1  shoidd  say  he  took  the  white 
out  of  (;\'erything  as  the  preliminary  of  his  art.  Here,  a  new 
shingle  looks,  thc;  lirst  season,  a  generation  old.  If  you  want  an 
old  house  at  once,  l)nili.l  it  1)y  the  sea;  anil  if  you  \\ish  to  remain 
young,  Tn-e  in  it.  Yolu"  face  grows  brown,  but  that  is  all;  it  is 
merely  lo  bring  you  into  harmonious  coloring  with  the  nature  in 
which  you  are  |)lanted. 

The  summits  of  tiie  lUiu;  Hills  bear  particidar  nanujs :  a^ 
Teneriffe  in  Milton,  Pa  wt  iickaway  in  Nottingham,  Saddlei)ai-!  in 
Deerlield.  On  (he  iioi-th  arc;  Honnebeag  in  lierwick,  anil  Aga- 
menticus in  Yoi-k.    These  last  are  not  more  than  lifteen  miles 
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distant.  Agamenticus  was  called,  in  the  early  times,  Accomin- 
tacus  and  Aqnainenticus,  and  gave  its  name  to  the  country  and 
English  settlements  in  its  neighborhood.  It  is  closely  associated 
with  Passaconoway,  the  greatest  Indian  sachem  in  the  eastern 
part  of  New  England  in  the  seventeenth  century,  lie  was  a 
great  warrior,  and  an  eciually  great  and  Irecjuent  i)eacemaker. 
He  foresaw  the  future,  foreboded  it,  too,  for  his  race,  tmd  warned 
his  tribes,  but  counselled  them  to  make  friends  of  the  white 
men.  He  himself  made  many  treaties  with  tliem.  This  is  his 
autograph,  allixed  to  some  of  them,  — -his  totem,  lui  called  it  —  3-* 
He  was  a  most  sagacious  sachem —  it  almost  seems  as  if  those 
words  were  of  the  same  deriN  ation — ^and  was  ])elieved  by  all  Ids 
tribes  to  have  supernatural  po\vers.  He  could,  at  any  rate,  make 
water  burn  and  re-clothe  the  leadess  tree.  In  A'ain,  however,  did 
he  try  to  turn  back  the  tide  of  Englishmen,  although  he  used 
every  enchantment  diligently.  Water  Avould  Jnirn,  but  Avould 
iu)t  run  ui)  hill.  He  knew  it,  at  last,  and  would  not  light  against 
fate,  and  counselled  peace  and  fraternity.  The  most  remark- 
able story  connected  ^vith  him  is  that,  under  the  name  of  St. 
Aspen(iuid,  he  visited  every  tribe  of  North  American  Indians, 
preaching  the  gospel  of  peace  ^x\th  the  white  men.  And  tliere 
is  still  celebrated,  in  some  parts  of  New  Bruns^vick,  the  Feast 
of  St.  Aspenquid. 

His  death  was  dramatic  as  his  life  had  been.  When  a  century 
old,  he  gathered  all  Ids  tribes  tog(!ther  ui)()n  the  summit  of  INIt. 
Agamenticus,  made  a  long  feast  of  more  tiiau  three  thousand 
birds  and  beasts,  spoke  his  short  farewell  words  of  Avisdom  and 
sadness,  and  disapi)eared,  like  a  god,  in  a  cloutl  and  tliunder. 
The  manuscrii)t  of  his  address  is  missing.  Cotton  Matiier's 
g)-eat  waste-basket  should  have  gathered  it  in,  but  he  had  his 
l)references,  chielly  for  tlie  witchcraft  ot  wliite  Christians.  Tlie 
sul)stance  of  it,  however,  is  said  to  )je  on  record.  I  have  seen 
it,  methinks ;  the  lines  are  not  as  long  as  AValt  Whitman's,  nor 
as  catalectic  as  Hiawatha. 

This  is  the  only  Indian  myth  I  know  of,  associated  with  tlio 
mountain  peaks  here  to  be  seen ;  and  Pawtuckaway  appears  to 
be  tlie  only  other  Indian  name  l)orne  l)y  any  of  them.  Teneritle 
is  ambitious,  but  bori'owed.    As  tlie  settlers  here  wei'c  nearly 


*  lie  had  several;  tbia  was  hia  ollicial  totem. 
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all  from  the  west  of  England,  >mj  should  ratlier  expect  to 
find  some  mountain-peak  j>t'n  or  hm  in  its  name;  but  1 

know  of  none.  U'lie  ^vestel•n  hills  1  am  iiow  dcsciMljinix  ap|)ear 
ten  miles  from  tlie  sliore,  as  llicy  do  from  tlie  AVentwortli 
towers.  They  are  of  the  greatest  use  to  tlie  marinei-,  and 
especially  to  the  off-shore  iishermen,  who  set  their  tra^vls  and 
deep  sea  lines  ])y  their  hearings;  and  avIio  distinguish  them  by  a 
nomenclature  of  their  own.  At  sen,  j\It.  Agamenticus  is  in  the 
J'oreground,  in  solitary  grandeur;  iL  seems  movQ  lofty,  liaAing  no 
companions  for  comi)arison.  At  its  foot  dwells  a  little  connnu- 
nity  of  basket  makers  and  charcoal  iMirners,  ^vith  manners  and 
customs  of  their  own.  I  am  afraid  they  necel  the  services  of 
the  "  Society  for  the  propagation  of  the  Gospel."  They  ai-e 
the  last  fragment  of  the  wreck  of  tiie  city  and  bishopric  of 
Gorgiana.  Themselves  and  their  teams  are  the  most  uuifpie 
spectacle  ever  seen  on  the  rortsmouth  Parade,  or  market-])lace. 
The  bodies  of  their  cai'ts  are  of  the  j'lidesL  hoiiie-iiiade  conti'i- 
vance ;  the  A\'heels  are  castaw  ay's,  still  A\  hole  oidy  by  some 
inherent  i)roperty  of  a  circle  that  lasts  long  and  falls  altogether 
(always,  indeed,  if  }'ou  are  poor  en(3Ugh,  holding  out  another 
year)  and  di'an  ii  l)y  w  hat  was  onct;,  jx'rhaps.  a  hoi-se,  or,  some- 
times, a  scrubby,  stunted  cow.  J^Lxcellent  sul)jects  i\)V  gtmn; 
artists,  in  i)ainting  or  literature ;  and  h.'t  us  hope  they  Avill  dis- 
cover them  l)efore  the  Society  for  the  i)roi)agation  of  the 
Gospel."  At  home,  you  will  lind  them  gathei'ing  small  birch 
wood  or  maple  for  their  charcoal  pits;  or  braying  out  basket 
splinthes  from  the  Avood  of  the  black  ash.  For  this  operation 
they  have  a  special  Avord.  Their  baskets  are  of  the  coarser  sort. 
Tliey  have  not  the  skill  or  the  art  of  the  degenerate  Indian, 
Avho  understands  hoAV  to  make  a  basket  that  Avill  sell  itself,  of 
beautiful  form  and  coloi's,  and  perfumed  Avith  s\veet-scented 
vernal  grass. 

In  clear  Aveather  you  may  discern  from  the  Wenlwo]"th  towers 
Mount  Washington,  due;  north  and  ninety  Jiiiles  away.  To  hud  it, 
look  a  little  to  the  right  of  the  JSa\y  Yard  shears.  Thei'e  it 
looms,  and  you  seem  to  )je  h)oking  over  into  another  ANorld, 
especially  in  Avintcr,  \vheji  it  rises  iilw  the  Avhite  shouhler  of 
some  other  planet. 

On  the  northeast  stretches  the  coast-line  of  Alaine,  begin- 
ning Avith  Gcrrish  Island.     Just  oif  the  southern  end  of  this 
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island  is  AV^liale's  l>ack  I/iiilit,  the  outer  harbor  li<i,lit.  It 
i.s  in  43°  O'o  north  hititudc,  70°  -11/  west  loni^itude;  has  a 
fixed  ^vhite  lii^ht,  \'aried  Ijy  ihishcs  (-N  ery  minute  and  a  half,  and 
a  fog'-sig'nal.  The  knis  app;ii';inis  is  of  (lie  fourth  order,  and  the 
light  is  \  isible  Ihirlet-u  nanticai.  or  .sixteen  eonnnon,  miles. 
()l)inions  diller  as  to  how  far  the  fog-signal  ean  I)e  heanl ;  it 
depends  upon  atmospheric  conditions.  Our  sailors  and  lislicrmen 
say  tlicre  are  times  \\iien  it  is  ini[)ossil)le  to  tell  the  direction  of 
the  sound,  or  its  distance  away.  The  lower  is  sixty-nine  f';et  in 
height,  of  luihewn  granite,  starting  from  a  ledge  midc>r  water. 
This  ledge  is  the  eontinnation  of  the  southern  point  of  (ierrisli 
Island,  and  it  runs  on  another  dangerous  nnle,  tlien  ends 
aljriiptly  at  Kitt's  Rock,  on  which  is  a  l)elhbuo\ .  Kntering  the 
liarbor,  you  keep  the  1)Uoy  and  light  on  the  starboard.  On  the 
port  side  is  the  moutli  of  Little  Harbor,  marlced  on  the  h.'ft  ^\  ith 
that  same  spar-l)Uoy  whicli  is  the;  initial  lettfr  of  lius  l)ool;,  and 
on  tht!  riglit  a  si)in(ll(,;;  next,  ai'e  JallVcy  Toinl,  I-dm  'I'l-ee 
('o\'e,  wliose  sigiitiy  cottage  is  siiown  on  the  next  page,  and 
Fort  Point  light,  ^^  hich,  as  soon  as  you  hav(;  cleared,  you  are  in 
a  conr-nodious  anil  slieltered  harbor,  wherci  your  wc;ary  keel  may 
rest  ^^'ith  fourteen  fathoms  of  cable  at  a  secure  anchor. 

Whale's  Back  light  was  established  in  1829.  The  man  is  still 
living  who  lit  its  lamp  for  tlie  lirst  time,  ISlw  Allen  Porter,  lie 
lighted  it  at  mid-day,  and  for  one  afternoon  tlie  sun  at  New  Castle 
had  few  uorship[)ers.  Now  only  at  sunset  does  it  receive  the 
torch  of  tlay,  and  hold  it  steadily  aloft,  alilce  througli  serene  or 
darl<,  tempestuous  nights,  until  a  Hashing  liand  comes  out  of  tlie 
ocean  and  sei/.es  it  again.  In  187ii  Wliale's  Back  liglit  was  re- 
built. The  substruction  of  the;  old  tower  is  left;  and  the  handle 
ol'  a  dasher  that  you  see  sticking  up  through  an  old-fashioned 
red  churn,  is  the  fog-signal.  The  tlu-ci;  together  form  a  striking 
objt'ct  in  the  seaward  \  ie\v. 

Ten  miles  to  the  eastward,  and  far  enougli  from  the  sliore  to 
illuminate  the  entire  hori/ou,  is  Boon  Island  lighthouse.  It 
sttmds  u[)()n  a  bare  rock,  in  niid-ocean.  'I'he  light  is  a  beautiful, 
lix(!(l,  white  one  of  the  scjcond  class.  Tlu;  tower  is  one  hundred 
and  tlii]-ly-three  f(,'et  in  height.  Here  the  k('ei)ers  are  iuii)risoned 
foi"  most  of  t'ne  winter  season,  as  it  is  dilticult  to  launch  a 
boat  e\cei)t  in  calmest  Aveather,  and  always  uncertain  ^vliether 
you  can  land  on  returning.    Therefore;,  the  keepers,  of  whoii: 
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there  .'ire  tliree,  Avitli  their  women  and  children,  mnsL  nial^e  eare- 
fiil  ]jr(jvisiou  for  e\ery  contingency.  They  ninst  nnrse  their 
own  sick,  and  make  accurate  cahndations  tliat  no  other  l^ind  of 
nnrsing-  fall  upon  tlie  Avinter  time.  A  .small  iight  lias  receidly 
been  established  at  York  Kiibble,  invisible  from  the  Wenlwoi-th. 

Looking-  directly  seaward  from  the  AVentwortii  towers,  the 
Isles  of  Shoals  are  in  A'iew.  'i'hcy  are  at  an  a\  taage  distance  of 
six  miles  from  the  maiidancl.  Appledore  and  Star  are  the  pi-in- 
cii^al  islands;  ])ut  there  are  live  oi"  six  smaller  ones,  the  best 
known  of  ^vhicli  are  Dnck,  Smnl,t3'-Nose,  Lontloners,  and  \\'hite. 
Some  of  them  are  in  Maine,  others  in  New  Iiami)siiirc.  The 
division  line  leaves  Appledoi-e  and  Smutty-Nose  (>n  the  luft,  and 
in  ]\Iaine;  all  to  the  right  are  in  New  IIam|)shire.  Tiie  Isk's  of 
Shoals  ligiit,  eighty-seven  feet  in  ju^igliL  ;'.nd  ul'  tiie  si'cond  class, 
is  on  AVhite  Island,  the  sonLhw  i  sb  i  n  one  ol'  t  he  gi'onj).  It  is  a 
Hashing  red-and-N\  hite  light,  clear  in  Ihe  memory  of  all  io\u;i  s  of 
poets  and  A  crse,  becans(3  once  ligliteil  ami  tended  by  a  child  of 
the  muse. 

"I  lit  the  lamps  in  tlu^  lightlioutio  tower, 

For  the  huh  dropped  ilown  and  the  chiy  \v:is  diad; 
'I'liey  bhooe  like  a  glorit)u.s  ehjslerrd  no\\er, — 
Ten  i^oldeii  and  lj\e  rud." 

Tlun-e  is  a  light  on  the  north  end  of  Plum  Island,  at  tlie 
entrance  to  I\e^vlMlryport  harljor,  and  also  a  small  one  at  Ipswich 
liai'])Oi-  Sonlhciist  an;  the  Cape  Ann  lights,  (^n  'J'hatcher's 
Island.  The  lamps  ar<;  in  two  stone  towers,  one  hnndrcul  and 
sixty-live  and  a  lialf  feet  in  heigiit,  eight  hinidred  and  ninety-live 
feet  apart.  They  are  lights  (^f  tlie  lirst-class;  and  though  thirty 
miles  away,  iire  usually  ^  isiljle — •  t\\  in  stars  that  never  change 
their  place  throughout  the  night  ^vatches. 

These  are  the  lamp-posts  that  light  the  Avide,  silent  pathways 
of  our  Avaters;  and  they  are  ccpially  friendly  to  the  dweller  by 
the  shores,  guiding  his  belated  footsteps  by  their  (dieerfid 
gleam.  The  stars  must  ])a}  the  pennlty  of  their  splendiu-  and 
height;  Avhile  these  hiinible,  lo\\  lmng  sentinels  are  faithful,  in 
gloom  and  (t'lnj^est,  to  (jceaii  and  lo  shon;. 

Tliere  is  nnicii  of  histiuy  and  story  connected  Avith  Jioou 
Island,  Wiiite  Island  and  'IMiatcher's  Islam!  lighthouses,  for 
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wliicli  Ave  must  icier  the  reader  to  (jtlicr  writers.  Wrecks  are 
constatjtl}^  liappcning-  in  s])ite  of  our  Avell-lij^lited  coast.  To 
each  one  there  are  tales  of  l)rav(;ry  and  suiVering.  Thanks  to 
the  Life-Sa\'inii,-  Ser\'ice,  these  narrati\  es  are  now  collated  and 
printed  in  full  in  its  reports,  and  are  extremely  interest inij^. 

The  watcr,>,  from  the  mouth  of  the  Piscataqua  to  Cai)e  Ann, 
are  commonly  know  n  as  Ipswich  bay.  A  bent  arm  represents 
the  coast-lino  of  the  bay;  and  Ipswich  lies  in  the  elI)ow.  On 
this  side,  that  is,  between  the  riscatafjua  and  Ipswicli,  are  the 
Hampton  and  l{ye  beaclies,  covering  a  distimce  of  al)Out  ten 
miles  from  Wentworth  Hotel.  T!h3  nearest,  and  one  of  the  (inest 
of  the  llyo  Beaches,  is  called  AVallis  Sands;  it  is  two  miles  dis- 
tant. The  whole  of  Tv3  e,  ^vhen  it  formed  part  of  the  territory 
of  Ne^v  Castle,  was  lcno\vn  as  Sandy  Beach;"  AN'hile  the  pc^rtion 
immediately  ailjacent,  that  is,  aloni^  the  southern  and  south- 
western yhore  of  Little  IIarl>or,  incUuling  the  borderini^  lands  of 
Seavey's  and  Sag'aniore  creeks,  was  always  describeil  as  "  Little 
Harbor."  There  is  no  hii;h  land  on  the  south.  It  is  well  wooded, 
and  a  hue  country  for  walking-  and  driving.  It  has  an  inllux  of 
several  thousand  A'isitors  insunnner;  the  permanent  population 
is  agricultural  and  iim-keepiug.  'J'hey  live  through  the  winter 
in  the  enjoyment  of  the  past,  and  exi)ectation  of  the  next, 
season's  harvest  of  sunnner  ])oarders.  They  are  very  thrifty  and 
great  hoarders.  In  the  \\'ar  of  the  Leljcllion  they  were  al)out  the 
only  people  in  New  IIami)shire  Avho  liad  gold  and  sih-er  money. 
It  was  said  they  drew  it  from  long  secreted  stores,  under  their 
beds  and  in  their  cellars.  This  is  probably  an  idle  tale.  Yet 
the  custom  of  hiding  money  is  still  prevalent  among  country 
folk;  it  is  singular,  l)ut  they  do  not  like  to  be  thought  rich. 
The  robbcn-s  are  not  di;ad,  you  know;  the  tax  gatherer  is  im- 
mortal, charily  imi)ortunate,  and  neighbors  envious.  However, 
our  neighbors  on  I  he  south  are  said  to  be  the  richest,  i)er  capita, 
of  any  communit}'  in  the  Slate,  and  New  Castle  owes  them 
a  debt  of  gratitude  for  ct)(>i)era(ing  so  generously  in  the  hiiilding 
of  a  free  ljridg(!  over  Little  Harl){)r  into  their  domain. 

Tlui  AV(!ntwort!i  towers  nvr.  one  htnulred  and  seventy  feet 
abo\e  the  sea,  and  connnand,  acccn-ding  to  the  mathematical 
fornnila  of  the  U.  S.  Lighthouse  JJoard  for  distances  of  objects 
from  a  given  level,  an  horizon  view  of  twenty-seven  miles. 

I  have  already  described  most  of  the  o])jects  in  the  foreground 
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view  of  the  WeiitAVorth  towers.  TJu-  liic  that  aiiiiiiatcs  the 
scene,  one  naturally  looks  for  on  the  >iii'i  (jiiiuliiig-  ^vaters.  There, 
on  some  daj'S,  everything"  is  in  motion;  on  others,  the  Avater  is 
still  as  the  earth  and  aky,  and  looks  as  if  yon  niiuht  ^valk  on  its 
polished  lloor  without  miracle.  Then  tlie  ^■essels  seem  to  draw 
less  A\  ater  than  among-  the  Avaves ;  and  t  hose  in  ballast.  Avith  sails 
trimmed  fore-and-aft,  resemble  a  large  hsh,  as  he  darts  abo\  e  the 
surface  for  a  moment,  with  all  his  lins  rigidly  set.  Now  and  then 
a  liery  little  steam-tug  pushes  across  the  harl)or,  ^\rinkling  the 
sea  on  either  side  for  a  short  distance,  and  leaA  ing  Ix'hind  a  long- 
scribble  of  smoke  in  the  tranquil  and  lununous  aif.  Pleasin-e 
boats  ai-e  IxicabiKMl,  and  nnist  bcitake  themselves  to  the  ash  l)ree/.(; 
to  get  in  t.o  suppei-.  Targer  craft  are  waiting  foi"  the  tide,  that 
constant  Avind  of  the  dc^ep  sea,  to  drift  them  to  an  anchoi-ing 
ground.  It  is  sinnmer,  hut  it  is  cool  as  Nvell  as  calm.  Per- 
chance you  arc  here  for  rest,  for  reco\ery  from  the  Mear}'  year; 
then  all  is  [)roi)itions,  and  you  may  regain  the  lost  [)oise  of  the 
spirit,  and  health,  in  the  salutary  climate  of  Ne\N'  Castle. 

Ikit  when  tfie  breeze  springs  ui>  how  the  aspect  of  everything 
changes !  Only  at  the  seaside  does  one  realize  the  power  of 
wind;  for  there  is  his  chief  i)laything,  his  victim,  his  sla\  e,  trem- 
bling or  laughing  at  his  lightest  ])reatli.  There,  the  two  elements, 
water  and  air,  contend,  and  the  earth  is  a,  Avitness  and  sometimes 
a  sutlercr.  From  the  shore  you  see  tlu;  battle,  e\  er  ending,  e\er 
renewed.  You  see  the  sails  spread  to  pi'ofit  ])y  the  strugghi,  or, 
to  become  the  i)rey.  The  sea  sail  h  "  1  am  not  your  enemy  ;  go 
indict  the  Avind."  'i'he  Avind  saith  it  is  not  iii  me  ;  my  might  is 
A\  ilhout  will;  1  obey  your  sail  and  your  rudder,  but  a  time  comes 
wluMi  some  other  remorseless  hand  ti'ansforms  nui- — 1  know  not 
what  I  do!"  Yet  the  brave  Acssels  go  forth  prepared  f(jr  the 
hazard;  mere  atoms  bet\\'een  the  t\vo  uncertain  elements,  but 
defying  both.  Surely,  Capt.  John  Smith  Avas  right  when  he  called 
a  ship  the  noblest  fabric  of  num. 

The  vessels  mostcomnK)n  in  our  waters  are  coasters,  of  various 
rig,  tAvo  and  three-masted  schooners,  sloops,  fishing  craft ;  and,  in 
sunnner,  yachts  and  excursion  steamers  ;  occasionally  all  the  year 
round,  foreign  ships  and  our  o\\  n  llU'll-of-^var.  These,  Avith  the 
small  steamei's  that  rini  to  York  and  tluj  Ish^s  of  Shoals,  and 
ditferent  points  np  and  down  the  i-i\'ei-,  the  steam  hunuhes  and 
small  boats  of  the  neighborhood,  make  ni)  a  i)leasant  and  interest- 
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iiig  scene.  1  like  the  blue,  river  street,  which  tJiouiili  wide  is 
often  crowded,  l)ut  still  noiseless.  There  is  Jio  heat,  no  dust,  no 
mnd,  no  shops.  Occasionally  1  have  seen  as  many  as  four  hundix-d 
vessels  becalmed  and  ancltor(;d  l)et\v(H!n  \Vl)al(;'s  liack  Lii^ht  aud 
the  upper  end  of  the  har])or.  At  such  times,  ^^■hcn  evening  comes 
o)i,  N(nv  Castle  seems  like;  llie  suburl)of  a  great  city.  A  tliousand 
lights  twinkle  in  long  lines  irom  mast  and  deck;  dogs  bark  ;  yow 
hear  the  chopping  of  wood,  confused  ci'ies,  singing  and  swearing, 
and  you  kncnv  by  a  faiui  smell  ^\■aft(!d  ashore,  wliat  the  later 
comers  arc;  g(ji]ig  U)  ha^'e  for  sup[;er.  And  by  the  creaking  of 
ropes  in  the  l)l()cks  and  the  sound  of  oars  you  ai-(i  cons(;ious  that 
it  is  a  sea-city,  a  Venice  moored  here  for  a  night,  not  a  traci;  of 
Avhich,  perhaps,  will  be  seen  in  the  morning.  A  storm,  a  ccm- 
trary  wind,  or  a  calm  has  brougiit  them  or  left  them  Jiere ;  ])ut 
sudden]}^  the  Avind  conies  out  of  the  ^vest,  and  thc}^  disaijjjear  as 
in  a  dream.  In  a  stormy,  dark  night,  Avith  ahead  wind,  you  will 
hear  some  lone  \'essers  sail  snapping  as  sIk^  comes  about,  trying 
to  tack  into  port;  then  you  oUrr  up  a  prayc.'i-  that  she  nuiy  not 
misstay. 

Wentworth  lloti-l  is  in  such  a  commanding  sittuition  that  from 
its  ])iazzas,  and  all  its  tloors,  the  view  of  ocean  and  land  is  unob- 
structed. AVithin  is  every  com'enience  known  to  the  modern  hotel. 
It  is  so  nuiny  square  yards  of  metropolitan  comfort  and  luxury 
set  on  a  seaside  eminence,  in  tlie  midst  of  a  pleasant  country. 
'J'he  grounds  are  well  laid  out  in  walks,  terraces  and  llower  plots  ; 
no  attempt  has  been  made  to  transform  the  natural  character  of 
the  situation,  but  to  adapt  all  improvements  to  it.  The  present 
owner  is  a  lover  of  trees,  and  has  planted  a  mile  of  elms  on  the 
road  from  the  hotel  to  Sagamore  bridge. 

I  luiA'c  mentioned  tluit  the  iii'st  hotel,  about  one-third  part  of 
the  ])resent,  was  built  in  1874,  by  a  gentleman  Avho  f(!ll  in  love 
with  the  situation,  but  did  not  sit  down  to  count  the  cost.  In 
the  year  1870,  it  fell  into  the  hands  of  an  owner  ^vho  did  not  need 
to,  and  who  has  spared  no  expense  to  make  it  a  piu'fectt  estal)lisli- 
ment,  within  and  without.  The  good  luck  of  New  Castle  is  that 
it  always  attacl)i\s  people,  and  both  the  owner  aud  the  present 
excellent  landlord  of  the  Wentw  orth,  iMr.  (icoi'ge  I\  Thompson, 
combine  enthusiasm  for  the  i^lace,  with  due  attention  to  business. 
The  House  contained  originally  eighty-two  rooms,  and  cost  about 
$50,000.  The  lirst addition  was  made  in  1880;  the  second,  in  1881 ; 
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by  which  the  whole  arrangement  and  architectui'c  of  the  biiihl- 
ing  were  cliaiiged  and  improved.  Tt  now  contains  over  two 
hundred  rooms,  and  in  consequence  of  their  arrangement,  and  tlie 
natural  advantage  of  situation,  it  can  be  said,  witliout  exaggei'a- 
tion,  that  eveiy  one  of  them  has  some  pleasant  view.  And  the 
same  can  l)e  said  of  every  other  Avindow  in  New  Castle.  The  hotel 
faces  southeast,  so  that  the  sun  goes  quite  around  it  in  snmnu^r, 
aud  this  was  the  most  ancitmt  maim(;r  of  setting  a  hcjuse  on  this 
island.  If  you  find  an  old  cellar  hole  here,  you  can  tell  infallibly 
where  the  front  door  was.  The  sun  went  around  it  in  midsum- 
mer, leaving  it  in  shade  from  noon  to  sunset,  and  in  winter 
shining  upon  it  all  day. 

The  privilege  of  naming  the  Wentworth  was  granted  to  the 
present  writer  by  the  original  projector,  and  was  chosen  on 
account  of  its  proximity  to  the  old  Wentwoilh  luansion,- and 
its  popular,  widcdy-known  associations;  and  also  l)e(,'aus(;  tlie 
name  itself  is  -well-sounding,  and,  I  dai'e  say,  slightly  aris- 
tocratic; as  nuich,  however,  1  think,  from  its  soiuid,  as  any 
innnediate  or  general  connection.  At  any  rate  it  is  a  litth; 
siq)erior  to  those  names  of  hotels  and  of  everything  else,  almost, 
in  our  country,  chosen  arbitrarily  and  multiplied  indetinitely.  Yet 
it  has  one  weakness,  it  was  borrowed.  But  what,  since  Adam's 
time,  is  not?  We  no  longer  invent  names;  Ave  adopt  and  trans- 
fer, and  it  is  fortunate  if  they  prove  to  be  appropriate. 

The  name  of  the  hotel  reminds  us  that  a  visit  to  the  old  Went- 
worth mansion  was  promised,  and  can  ])e  made  from  here  in  a 
few  minutes,  ))y  water,  or  by  a  drive  of  two  miles.  The  mansion 
is  open  to  the  public ;  fee,  twenty-live  cents.  This  fee  has  become 
necessary,  for  repair  and  protection  of  the  council  chamber, 
the  best  specimen  of  a  colonial  interior  in  this  region,  and 
also  to  guard  its  relics  from  the  —  absent-minded.  The  prop- 
erty should  be  owned  and  cared  for  ])y  New  Hampshire,  for 
it  is  the  most  interesting  monument  of  l.he  colonial  period  in 
the  State.  Tt  was  l)uilt  in  1750  by  Cov.  Bemiing  Wentworth.  It 
is  necessary  to  be  ex])licit  in  six'aking  of  a  AVentwortii,  for  th(^ 
family  was  mimerous ;  a.id  to  ))e  almost  equally  cautious  about 
Wentworth  gOAcrnors,  for  tluM'e  were  thi'ee  of  them.  Besides 
whicli,  their  inter-relations  were  nmch  mixed;  when  they  did  not 
marry  t  heir  cooks,  they  always  ai)j)ear  to  have  tak(m  their  cousins 
und  each  otlier's  widows.    New  Castle  has  the  honor  of  having 
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been  the  home  of  almost  their  earliest  aiieestor  in  this  province, 
Samuel  Wentworth,  who  was  the  graiuliather  of  Governor  JJeii- 
iiiiig,  and  father  of  Lieut. -Gov.  John  AVeiitworth.  A  Lieutenant- 
Governor  of  New  Hampshire  implies  a  superior  sonuiwherc,  and 
it  was  usually  the  Governor  of  ]\rassacliusetts.  There  was  often 
a  conflict  of  power;  and  in  this  province  there  was  nuicli  snl)tle, 
metapliysical  contention  over  the  question  Avhether  the  (J{j\-ernor 
was  here  when  he  was  in  Massaclnisetts  !  The  AVentNvorths,  ho\v- 
ever,  asserted  and  maintained  all  their  preroiiati\es.  AA'ithont 
doubt,  the}''  Mavo  the  Ijest  of  all  the  i)ro\'incial  governors;  and 
even  the  last  one,  John  • — who  nnist  not  be  confounded  with  the 
first,  who  was  only  Lieutenant-Governor  —  \\'as  honored  and 
respected,  though  liis  administration  fell  upon  the  da\'s  jnst  prior 
to  the  devolution.  This  is  the  Governor  AVentworlh  of  whom 
took  leave  at  Fort  William  and  JNlary,  on  page  tw(Mity-fouj-.  But 
for  a  miniature  image  of  royalty,  and  what  pomp  and  circumstance 
tliis  poor  province  conld  sn])i)ly,  lk:nning  AA'entwcn-lh  carries  the 
palm  easily  among  all  the  colonial  governors  that  ruled  o^■er 
the  New  England  comnnniities.  He  had  been  nuich  in  Spain  and 
England  before  his  appointment,  and  learned  the  manners  of  the 
court  and  no1)ility.  He  had  the  hauteur  of  a  Spanish  gentleman, 
and  attended  to  his  own  interests  so  well  that  he  was  soon  able 
to  gratify  an  English  fondness  for  great  estates  and  large 
honses  in  town  and  conntry ;  for  he  was  not  only  Governoi-,  ])ut 
ol)tained  the  lucrative  ohice  of  Snrveycn*  of  the  ^\''oods  f(n'  this 
province.  When  any  lands  Avere  a])ont  to  be  settled,  they  were 
first  surveyed,  and  some  choic:e  ])(n-tion  reserved  tor  the  Go\'cr- 
iior,  as  the  percjuisite  of  his  sur\'eyorship ;  these  he  sold  in  tiie 
best  market,  and  he  Ijecame  in  conse(iuejice  wealthy,  lie  ob- 
tained his  offices  in  payment  of  a.  claim  ag-ainst  the  Si)anish 
government,  which  had  been  assumed  by  I'higland.  Too  often, 
in  those  days,  did  England  compound  pri\ale  claims  by  a 
colonial  othce.  New  Hainpshir(;  was  especially  unfortunate. 
She  seldom  had  a  rnler  s(dectcd  f(n-  his  own  merits,  or  in  tlie 
interests  of  the  ]»rovince,  and  sometimes  it  was  sold  ontright. 
Samuel  Allen  bonght  it  in  for  st'ven  Inmdred  and  fifty 

pounds,  and  l)ecame  Lientenant-<  io\  i_-ruor.  Sul)sequently ,  lie 
sold  one  half  of  it  for  lifteen  hundi'ed  i)onnds,  to  another 
lieutenant-governor,  the  other  hall'  to  Sir  Gliarh\s  Hobby.  It 
was  not  dilUcult  to  sell  N^ew  Hampshire  at  any  period,  but 
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not  so  easy  to  deliver  it,  iind  hanlest  of  all,  to  collect  the 
bill;  and  Samuel  Allen  died  intestate,  in  New  Castle,  and 
lies  buried  soniewhei-e  inside  the  ^valls  of  Fort  Constitution. 
Gov.  Benning  Wentworth  nianaiied  it  ])etter.  lie  lieeeed  tlic 
lamb  but  did  not  kill  it;  in;  took  a  poiiion  from  se\en  and 
from  eii^iit,  but  did  not  grasj)  at  all,  and  folhnved  the  road 
of  riches  l)y  steady  accunudation.  lb;  >vas  (r(Jvernor  of  Ne\N' 
Hampshire  for  a  (]uartei-  of  a  cenlui-y,  and  his  term  fcdl  upon  a, 
time  of  great  material  and  almost  national  dev('loj)i'meiit  in  l he; 
eastern  provinces.  Tliey  were  just  learning  to  tliink,  and,  as  a 
consequence,  becoming  self-conscious,  and  aware  of  a  new  order 
of  things  to  be  established  on  this  continent.  They  were  also 
learning  the  art  of  arms  in  their  constant  warfai'e  with  the 
Indians  and  French,  whi(di  cuhninated  iji  that  mock-heroic  expe- 
dition to  Cape  Breton  and  capture  of  Louisl)urg,  to  which  1  ha\  e 
already  alluded.  Gov.  Benning  Wentworlii  took  an  acti\'e  part 
in  the  plans  and  preparations  f(jr  this  enterprise,  and  was  tlic 
principal  coadjutor  of  Govcrn(jr  Shirley  of  Massachusetts.  He 
had  an  aml)ition  to  command  the  expedition;  and  was  llattered  by 
GoA-ernor  Shirley  with  the  (^onlulcntial  message  1  hat  it  ANoidd  have 
been  an  inlyiite  satisfaction  to  me  if  your  limbs  would  ha\  e  |)cr- 
ndtted  you  to  take  the  chief  connnand."  For  Governor  AVenlw  ort  h 
had  one  aristoci-atic  nuilady  among  the  other  ])roud  and  i)rosper- 
ous  tokens  of  his  exaltation,  the  gcnit.  It  ^vas  not,  however,  his 
stifl'  legs  that  lost  him  tin;  command  of  the  Lcndslnirg  expedition, 
but  his  stiff  neck.  He  had  no  i)oi)ular  manners  ;  he  was  respected, 
admired — at  a  distance ;  and  the  colony  was  satislied  now  that 
it  had,  almost  for  the  lirst  time,  after  a  long  struggle,  a  (Gover- 
nor of  its  own,  nominally,  at  least,  independent  of  ]\Iassachu- 
setts.  So  Governor  Wentworth  >vas  permitted  to  remain  in  his 
jnansion  at  Litth;  lIar])or,  and  <Mijoy  himself  after  his  customary 
manner,  while  Col.  William  Pepperell,  of  Kittery,  led  the  yeo- 
manry against  the  French.  II is  s^-lectiou  is  the  most  significant 
event  in  pre-revolutionary  annals.  .\  country  stor(!-keeper,  justice 
of  the  pc^ace  and  nulitia  colonel;  he  was  chosen  in  defei'ence 
to  the  wishes  of  tlu;  men  w  ho  liad  \ olunteered.  It  w  as  a 
of  the  independence  and  grow  ing  poNser  of  the  people,  and  an 
omen  of  what  we  were  (;oming  to,  wIk-u  popularity  and  any  kind 
of  success  elevate  men  to  military  and  political  position,  and 
I'rovidence  takes  care  of  the  result 
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Governor  Wentworth  liad  u  considerabh!  sluiro  in  tlie  glory  of 
the  triumph  at  Louisl)urg,  wliich  astojjiiihetl  the  workl,  and  none 
more  tlian  the  Englisli  government,  Avhicli  l)egan  from  that 
time  to  be  ahirmed  at  the  resources  and  i)o\v('r  of  the  force  it 
liad  itself  called  into  activity.  It  conlirnied  tiie  aiitlioi'ity  of 
(Governor  Wentworth  in  this  ])ru\ ince,  ^vhi(•]l  ^vas  iindistui'l^ed 
until  the  passage  of  tlie  Stamp  Act.  lie  continued  to  increase  in 
i-iciies,  and  continually  enlarged  his  st3  le  of  li\  ing,  adding  new 
I'ooms  and  embellishments  to  t(;  his  Little  llarb(n"  residence. 
Here  he  remained  more  and  more,  as  his  gout  increasi;d,  antl  the 
traders  of  Portsmouth  became  more  and  moi'o  indill'ei-ent  to 
royal  insignia.  His  hospitalily  Avas  great,  but  it  Avas  excessix  ely 
formal  and  stately.  Everyone  was  aiul)itious  of  an  iusitation 
to  his  dinners,  and  when  he  gottliere,  yaNN  iied  and  wislu;d  it  over. 
He  held  his  councils  in  the  gr(;at  room  of  state-,  ])uilt  for  the 
exi)ress  purpose  ;  as  the  visitor  \\\{\  ol)siM've,  on  a  lower  le\  el  than 
the  remainder  of  the  mansion,  J'or  convenience  of  access  fi'om 
the  water-side;  and,  also,  probably  to  separate  it  more  completely 
from  the  res  domesticcc.  Below  the  council  chamber  was  stabling 
room  for  forty  horses.  Although  the  oilicial  meeting-place  of  the 
Provincial  Councillors  was  in  lV)rtsmouth,  on  assembling  they 
would  usually  find  a  summons  from  Governor  \V(;ntworth  i)i  this 
form:  the  Governor  desires  his  respects,  and  invites  the  Council 
to  his  residence  at  Little  Harbor,  to  driid\  the  King's  health.  This 
meant  l)usiness  indeed,  and  consumed  a  hjng  time;  at  the  end  of 
which,  such  as  did  not  sleep  under  tlie  table  were  i)rovided  with 
(puirters  among  the  fifty-two  roonis  of  the  mansion.  It  has  now 
but  forty-two.  His  will  was  supreme ;  the  council  but  a  form,  and 
liad  plenty  of  leisure  to  discuss  the  merits  of  the  Governor's  wine 
and  the  new  appointments  he  was  always  adding  to  his  estal)lish- 
ment,  the  last  and  most  celebrated  of  Avhich  w^as  Martha  Hilton. 
The  Governor  was  a  man  of  extraordinary  self-possession  and 
lirniness,  but  of  narrow  intellect.  A  long  experi(;nce  in  follo^ving 
his  own  inclinations  had  made  him  arbitrai-y;  and  he  could  not 
brook  op[)osition,  ("Specially  in  his  personal  concerns.  He  has 
]^ec(.)me  th.e  hero  of  I'omance,  l)ut  \\  ithout  one  ronnuitic  trait.  The 
state  he  kept  colored  the  imagination  of  his  contemporaries,  as 
it  has  done  that  of  posterity,  and  through  it  he  himself  is  seen. 
When  he  ordered  Kev.  Arthur  JJrown,  at  the  conclusion  of  a 
dinner  party  to  marry  him  to  Martha  Hilton,  he  was  supposed  to 
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liave  demeaned  liiinaeli".  But  it  was  his  great  estate  and  olllce 
tliat  people  thought  of,  in  this  New  Jlampshire  King  Cophetiia. 
There  Avas  nothing  in  the  man  sii[)crior  to  the  beggar  maid  lie 
had  chosen,  lie  himself  Avas  onl}'  1  \^  o  ]'enu)\  es  fi'om  an  immble 
L'itizen  of  New  Castle.  But  the  W'eiiLworths  Avere  all  rathcu- 
[)eculiar  in  their  tastes  about  ^\•omen.  Once  l)ef  ore  had  our  present 
Governor  WentAvoi-th  lowered  his  standard  at  the  feet  of  a  poor 
Portsmouth  maiden,  Avho  rejected  him  for  a  shi])wright.  This 
slight,  in  due  time,  lie  re(|uited,  by  alxlucUng  the  inncK-ent  sliip- 
wright,  and  sending  him  on  a  cruise  in  (jue  of  liis  .Majesty's  N\  ar 
ships.  J>ut  he  was  more;  lucky  witii  Alartlia  Jlillou.  She  was 
handsome,  and  had  the  ]>ride  of  hc'r  beauty  ;  and  she  adtled  to 
the  gaiety  and  splen(h)r  of  llic-  (jio\  ('nior's  estal>li.>liiiu;nt.  Jler 
family^  have  protested  tliat  sIk;  \vas  iu)t  as  lowly  Ijorii  as  ih  I'epre- 
sented  ;  her  ancestors  it  seems  a\  ere  worth}'  iishmongers  of  Lcjii- 
don ;  but  then,  I  do  not  iiiid  the  name  of  tlie  Wentworths  in  the 
Old  Testament.  It  is  time  to  lia\  e  done  w  illi  the  claims  ami 
noise  of  descent,  and  that  bastard  (^f  science,  heredity,  begot  by 
astrology  on  evolution.  Let  lis  admit,  once  for  all,  that  Ave  are 
the  sons  of  res])ecta]jle  grocers,  \\illi  a  fe^v  exceptions;  the 
exceptions  lieing  the  sons  of  haberdasiiers,  and  tliat  a\  e  were  iK^rii 
to  serve  INIamnion  and  glorify  tlie  Ledger,  ^vliich  truly  is  the 
western  synonym  for  that  ]')0(jk  of  Life  so  often  meiilioned  in 
the  sacred  Scriptures.  It  lias  been  ul)jccted  to  J>ongf ellow's 
ballad  of  Lady  Wentworth,  as  in  his  Paul  lie\'ere's  Lide,"  that 
he  does  not  adhere  to  j'acts.  Well,  poets  do  n(;t  write  history: 
they  do  something  better,  they  imagine  it.  If  it  be  a  lie  agreed 
upon,  they  make  the  lie  agreea))le  and  Avorth  remembering;  iii 
fact,  the  only  history  that  long  survives.  Was  it  not  Gautier 
who '  said  that  'what  the  poet  invents,  exists?  ]jut  for  this, 
faint  Avill  be  the  interest  in  Leiming  Wentworth,  his  doings, 
his  mansion.  Let  us  rejoice  in  his  caprice  in  Avedding  a  i)retty 
servant  girl,  by  Avhich  and  the  support  of  a  ballad,  his  career  and 
tlie  time  are  lifted  out  of  the  dull,  provincial  i)roce>sii)n  of 
events. 

The  parlor  and  the  ccmncil  chamlnT  arc  tlie  only  portions  of 
the  AVentworth  mansion  now  sIumn  ii  to  the  j)nblic.  The  parlor 
is  a  line  old  room,  rather  low  studdctl,  but  on  that  account  more 
comfortable  looking;  a  room  in  which,  Avitli  a  cliecu'ful,  open 
fire,  you  might  take  your  ease  Avith  your  ]\Iartlia  Hilton,  and 
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dely  the  gossips.  From  the  parlor  3'ou  descend  a  sJiort  rtiglit  of 
stairs,  tlirougii  a  quaint  liall,  in  w  hich  ai'c  racks  for  niuski'ts, 
and  the  great  outer  do"or  the  council  room.  The  council 
room  is  of  good  i)roportions  and  lofi}'.  Tlie  Avood-work  of  tlie 
lirc[)hice  is  liand  car\  ed,  and  is  said  to  h;n  e  been  a  year's  hihor. 
Some  good  portraits  adorn  tlic;  walls;  (me  b}'  Coplc}-  of  Doroth}' 
Quincy,  ,Tohn  Hancock's  wife.  'J'lKjre  are  also  autograph 
letters  of  distinguishetl  people,  —  Washington,  .Adams,  and 
otht-rs.  Sev(;ral  side  rooms  belong  to  it,  for  cards  and  Inlliards; 
and  a  ]>ean fet  for  the  wine  and  ])unch-bo\vl,  never  cni[)ty  when 
the  councillors  w  ere  expected,  —  the  (Jo\  i'rnor's  |)re\ailing  ai'gu- 
ment  in  all'aii-s  of  State.  The  situation  of  the  ^^'ent\vorth  man- 
sion is  ^'ery  retired,  being  a  mile  froui  any  highwa}'  and  reached 
by  a  road  of  its  own.  f.ittle  Harbor  washes  its  w  alls,  howcNcr, 
and  this,  in  ohl  times,  ^vas  the  more  common  way  of  going  to  it, 
as  well  as  to  all  tJie  other  dwellinus  around  the  adjacent  shores. 
It  is  still  the  most  pleasant  manner  of  appr<jach.  You  see  at 
once  that  they  all,  and  especially  the  Wentworth  mansion,  ^vere 
planted  and  constructed  with  reference  to  the  water  AN^ays,  and 
not  the  land. 

Benning  Wentwortli  was  succeeded  in  office  by  his  neplle^v,  John 
Wentworth,  the  second  Governor  of  that  name.  Ife  expected  to 
Inherit  liis  uncle's  estates,  l)nt  they  all  went  to  iMartha  Hilton 
(Lady  Wentworth)  who  continued  to  reside  at  the  i/ittle  Harbor 
seat,  and  married  next  Col.  Michael  AVentw  orth.  Her  daughter, 
by  this  husband,  married  Sir  John  AVentworth.  Hid  I  not  say 
the  Wentworths  M'cre  nnich  ndxed  r'  lUit  we  are  jiot  in  jmrsuit 
of  the  family  tree;  thrcjc  bulky  \olunies  scarccdy  conttun  it. 
Sir  John  was  the  last  AVentworth  Avho  occupied  the  mansion. 
I  cannot  say  how  it  fared  with  JNlartha  Hilton  and  her  g<nity 
Governor;  but,  as  he  was  sixty  and  she  t\venty,  Ave  can  guess. 
But  wdien  she  married  Col.  Michael  Wentworth  she  had  more  fun 
and  less  grandeur.  They  U\  ed  a  li fe  of  jileasure,  and  contrived 
to  s[)end  the  wlu)le  of  the  fortune  left  l»y  the  Governor.  It  was 
dui'i ng  this  })erio(l  that  they  enfcrtaiucd  AVashington,  after  his 
famous  llshing  excursion  olf  New  Castle.  It  was  in  178!)  that 
Washington  made  the  tour  of  the  Ivistern  States,  and  arri\  ed  in 
Portsmouth  on  the  31st  of  October.  The  next  day  being  Sunday 
he  Avent  to  church  twice,  two  ditlerent  sects  dividing  the  honors. 
Ou  Monday,  November  2d,  Washington  went  a  lishiug,  with  a 
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band  of  music;  iu  liis  diary  lie  complains  oL"  his  luck,  and  n<i 
AvondcM- !  The  patriotic  cot^  Avcrc  all  ready  to  Ijc  caught,  Init 
how  could  they  find  the  hook  in  the  din  ot  a  brass  band  ?  lint  a 
fishcj-nian  had  proAided  against  all  chance,  AviLh  a  cod  ready  at 
the  end  of  his  line,  Avhieh  he  handed  to  the  Father  of  his  Counlr} . 
He  draws  him  in,  a  shiny  tweh  e-pounder,  no  poor-jolni,  Avho  gi\-es 
a  few  gasps  (while  the  band  plays  Hail  to  the  Chief")  and  ex- 
pires, the  most  exalted  codfish  on  record,  not  excepting  that  one 
Avho  presides  OA'cr  the  deliberal  ions  of  the  INIassachusetts  Legisla- 
ture, i  Avould  lie  had  bi>en  stiUl'ed  and  jnounted,  to  i)lace  among 
our  New  Castle  antiquities;  U)v  he  Avas  of  our  own  (jv.ns  Gadns. 
As  Washington  passed  Fort  Constitution,  on  this  excursioji,  he 
was  saluted  AA  ith  thirteen  guns.  When  tlic  fishing  Avas  over,  he 
Avas  roAved  up  Little  ILirbor  to  the  Wentworili  niansion.  It 
is  not  recorded  tliat  he  ^topped  ai  rduni's  l^l:lnd  —  that  >nian 
point  of  land  Avith  one  house  upon  it,  ju>t  ^^  esi  of  the  free  lu  idge 
—  but  there  is  no  douljt  tliat  he  did,  that  he  must  liaAC,  for  here 
lived  Capt.  John  Blunt,  \vho  AN  as  the  pilot  of  his  oavii  boat  in  that 
famous  Crossing  of  the  DehiAvare.  At  the  Wentworlh  niansion 
Washington  Avas  entertained  in  the  grand  style  for  A\hich  the 
liouse  Avas  celebrated.  'Lhis  Avas  the  last  interesting  scene  asso- 
ciated Avith  it.  It  Avas  a  fitting  closi'  to  all  w  e  knoA\'  of  the  career 
of  ]\Iartha  Hilton,  that  she  should  live  to  entertain  the  iirst  Presi- 
dent of  the  ncAV  republic  —  she  who  had  been  the  Avife  of  almost 
tlie  last,  and  the  most  distinguished,  of  royal  governors. 

We  cannot  leave  the  Wentworlh  mansion  Avitliout  remarking 
the  early  and  extensive  connections  of  the  family  in  this  colony, 
and  Avith  all  the  prominent  people  of  Ncav  Castle.  The  Slieafcs, 
Jaffreys,  Waltons,  Atkinsons,  Jacksons,  and  I'rosts  of  this  town 
were  connected  l)y  marriage  A\'ith  the  WentAVorths.  And,  as  has 
been  heretofore  alluded  to,  Samuel  W^ent worth,  the  oldest  son  of 
Elder  William  Wentworlh,  the  founder  of  the  family  in  this 
country,  Avas  an  inhabitant  of  New  Castle  from  1CG9  to  IG78; 
and  during  this  period  he  kept  a  tavern,  having  "lil)ert;  '  '  ■ 
entertain  strangers  and  to  sell  and  brew  beare,  —  at  tin-  . 
ye  dolphin."  At  the  time  of  naming  our  present  Hotel  W.  i.t- 
wortli,  I  Avas  unaware  of  this  bit  of  local  history;  but  ut>.\  i; 
seems  a  pleasing  and  surprising  coincidcmce  tlial  the  ln-use  >i..H.;.i 
bear  the  name  of  the  lir-,t  ^ '■.'■.'iv'\':>\  jjm  IcecjxT  of  N'rw  i'hsiI. 
With  the  consent  of  i:.-;  leaoe;   lir.'i  11;':  \,\i\>\\<- ,  Hk  n  ioi.  .  I 
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liereby  cancel  ray  grounds  for  cliristening  Wentworth  Hotel,  and 
do  now  declare  it  was  in  honor  ii^d  memory  of  Samuel  Went- 
worth, the  earliest  inn-keeper  of  Xew  Castle.  And  hereafter  the 
arms  of  Wcntwortli  Hotel  may  most  appropriately  be  a  Dolphin  ; 
and  let  it  be  that  swiftly-swimming-,  ])rilUantly-colored  corypliene 
that  carried  Arion  to  Lesbos. 


Tlie  ramifications  of  the  AVentwv)rtli  blood  are  endless,  both  in 
this  country  and  England.  Its  annals  are  full  of  pictorial  and 
literary  material,  which  it  is  a  wonder  have  not  been  more  used. 
It  was  a  race  of  no  common  anatomy.  Among  them,  I  remember 
a  real  Eorneo  and  Juliet;  a  pair  of  nineteen-year-old  and  desper- 
ately unfortunate  lovers,  who  divided  a  phial  of  poison,  drank  aud 
died.  Browning  has  indeed  written  into  tragedy  the  histor}' of 
oue  Went\vorth,  the  Earl  of  Strallbrd  ;  and  that  title,  as  Avell  as 
auother  belonging  to  the  famil}',  Kockingham,  are  [)erpetuated  in 
the  names  of  two  New  Hampshire  counties.  The  Wentworth 
gcMiealogies  have  been  compiled  in  thi'ee  volumes  by  Hon.  John 
Went^vorth  of  Chicago,  in  the  most  minute  manner,  through  all 
their  Avindings.  If  anyone  should  suppose  himself  to  be  a 
thorough-going  plebeian,  let  hiui  hunt  these  books,  and  perliaps 
he  \\\\\  l)e  as  astonished  as  the  ^vriler  of  these  pages,  to  find  some 
uiaterual  great-grandmother  Avas  a  Wentworth,  and  that  lie  lias 
(•i'e[)t  into  the  house  by  evv.n  a  bai-k  door. 

If  you  go  to  the  Wentwortli  mansicjn  by  water,  which  is  by 
far  the  more  interesting  way  of  api)roach,  you  can,  after  the 
visit,  keep  on  and  make  a  boat-excursion  up  Sagamore  creek. 
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one  of  the  ancient  portions  of  New  Castle.  This  creek  can  only 
be  seen  to  advantage  from  a  boat.  Crossin<j  it  on  a  bridge  is 
not  seeing  it.  As  ])efore  reniarl^ed,  a  creek  is  best  taken  with 
a  good  deal  of  water.  Go  np,  then,  on  an  afternoon  or 
sunset  tide,  aiul  stay  for  the  ebb.  You  see  then,  and  l^econie 
a  part  ol",  the  magical  process  ])y  which  a  sea-creck  is  trims- 
formed  and  made  beautiful  or  (k\s(jl;ited,  l)y  tlie  scmi-diuruul 
impulse  of  tlie  ocean  stream.  Life  here  lias  had,  too,  its 
i\nx  and  its  ebb;  not  much  is  jiow  left  but  uu.'Uiories.  Faui- 
ilies  of  reiu)wu  originated  luu'c ;  (iieir  houst^s  once  stucUlitd 
(lie  shores.  I  liave  spoken  of  the  two  moveuicnts  of  the 
families  "who  made  the  first  settlement  on  OcUorne's  Point : 
one  to  New  Castle,  and  up  the  shores  of  tlie  Tiscatacpia;  tlie 
other  Avorked  its  ^vay  through  forest  and  meadow  to  tlie  liead  of 
Sagamore  creek.  The  first  Avas  bent  on  trade,  shipping  and 
fisliing;  tlie  other  devoted  itself  to  agriculture,  aud  foundL'(.l  its 
homes  among  the  good  lands  to  the  south  and  \vest  of  IMason 
Hall.  Fully  to  a[)preciate  the  latter  movement,  the  reader  must 
not  only  explore  Sagamore  creek,  but  walk  through  the  Straw- 
berry Tatch  Ivoad.  This  nmst  be,  I  think,  the  oldest  piece  of 
highway  in  New  Hampshire.  It  is  now  of  use  only  to  the  few 
inhabitants  left  upon  it.  It  runs  ncarl}'  parallel  and  close  to 
Sagamore  creek;  yet  the  creek  is  not  seen  from  it  luitil  you 
reach  the  Langdon  house.  What  I  ha\'e  to  say  of  this  region, 
therefore,  must  incluile  and  r(;fcr  to  both  road  and  creek.  Most 
of  the  dwellings  were  undoubtedly  on  the  Strawberry  Patch 
Poad ;  l)ut  their  lands  extended  to  the  creek,  Avhich  ^vas  more 
often  their  means  of  intercourse  with  the  neighborhood  than  the 
land  ways.  When  New  Castle  was  incorporated,  iu  1(;93,  all  this 
region  Avas  included  in  its  bounds  ;  and  had  become  in  ten  years 
important  enough  to  have  always  one  of  the  three  selectmen, 
and  a  constable  of  its  own.  The  people  Avent  to  church  and 
paid  tithes  in  New  Castle ;  going  across  Little  Harbor  by 
ferry,  or  fording.  Everything  along  the  creek  and  Strawberry 
Patch  Poad  has  the  flavor  of  the  highest  antiquity  known  in 
New  England.  Nearly  every  farmslend  is  on  the  site  of  the 
Jirst;  and  the  lands  have  never  been  alienated.  Here  are  four 
thousand  acres  inherited  from  father  to  son  for  two  hundred 
and  fifty  years.  It  is  a  regicm  almost  iiiii(|U(;,  in  this  respect,  in 
all  New  England.    One  of  these  farms  contain.^  seven  hundred 
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acres,  first  occupied  l)y  Tobias  r.uugdon,  anil  now  l)y  his  seventh 
descendant.  Tobias  Langdon  had  one  child,  of  tlie  same  name, 
wlio  was  the  father  of  "  seven  stately  sous;  "  one  of  these  was 
the  ancestor  of  John  Langdon,  who  Avas  I'resident  of  the  first 
United  States  Senate,  Governor  of  >>\'n\  Hampshire,  and  patriot 
of  the  Kevolution.  Here,  also,  \Nas  tin-  cradle  of  the  T.ears  and 
the  Sherbui-nes. 

The  houses  are  all  old  and  small;  and  many  aro  <^one.  liuL 
the  roadside  is  full  of  coUar-lioh'S  and  family  burial-places.  The 
irees  are  A'eneral)le,  and  line  as  can  be  soi'U  an3'\vherc'.  Thcro 
are  oaks,  said  to  bt;  survivors  of  the  primeval  forests.  I  take  it, 
that  old  (customs  remain  lierc,  too;  for  avIu.'U  the  artist  who 
made  the  accompanying  sketches,  Avas  on  the  j-oad  with  his 
l)encil,  last  mid-winter,  we  saw,  at  the  Tucker  Farm,  a  burial 
goini^-  on  beside  a  ledi2,'e  in  a  lonesome  held.  And  the  yards  and 
buildiniis  indicate  the  old-fashioned  «t-yle  of  farmini^;.  Many  of 
those  striking,  uii-Saxon  names  wei'e  (uice  common  here,  a.s  in 
other  S])ols  about  the  mouth  of  the  I'iscataqua.  Those  which 
belonged  to  the  Sagamore  creek  region  Avere  J.angdon,  Sloper, 
Soi)er,  JiCar,  Towey,  ])amfylde,  'J'refethen,  Treworgy ;  add  1o 
these,  Te\eril,  Tulsifer,  rolkinghornc,  renhallow,  ami  (Hiampi'i-- 
nowne,  and  I  know  of  no  more  remarkable  group  of  names  in 
one  small  New  England  district.  For  much  that  is  liistorically 
intertisting  about  the  Saganu:>re  ci'ei-k  I'c^giou,  one  needs  a  guide; 
luit,  sauntering  tlKtre  on  a  siuinner  afternoon,  memory  and 
nature  are  enough.  Going  by  IxKit  we  shall  i)ass,  on  the  right 
hand,  tlie  INIartiuc  cottage,  almost  hidden  by  trees.  The  lawn  is 
waslied  by  the  creek;  and  to  tliis,  as  to  all  the  other  dwellings 
we  pass,  it  is  evident  the  ancient  api)roach  was  by  water.  Their 
road  was  the  gift  of  nature.  In  1708,  f^ouis  rhilipi)C  was  a 
guest  for  some  days  at  the  Marfnu;  cottage;  and  lloNvers  from 
its  gardens  ^ver(;  sent  to  him  ^vlleu  lie  became  King  of  Franc(}. 

No  place  is  without  its  local  \>oi:\,  or  human  oddity.    As  Ave 
go  on  we  shall  hear  of  se\'eral  on  tlies(^  shores,  in  addition  to 
whicli  we  call  to  mind  a  i-eal  hermit  and  a  rei)uted  witch,  and  at 
the  liead  of  the  creek  stand  out  Mn    solid  memories  of 
Langdons  and  Lcars,  of  more  universal  fame. 

The  local  annals  of  Sagamore  creek  mention  Estwick  Evans 
as  a  writer  and  traveller,  and  at  all  times  eccentric,  lie  nour- 
ished in  the  lirst  half  of  this  ccMitury,  and  would,  perhaps,  have 
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become  considerable  of  an  ornament  to  it,  had  not  untimely  love 
blii>lited  his  earl}'  ambitious.  Thenceforth,  he  did  unusual  but 
not  admirable  thin^:^s.  He  found  it  easi(.-r  to  be  .sini^ular  tlian  to 
be  gr(!at.  He  nuide  a  journe}'  on  foot  lo  th(;  Mississippi  ri^■el■, 
witli  a  ,i;un  of  his  (;wn  licii^lit,  two  doiis,  and  clotlunl  all  in  fur, 
from  toe  to  crown.  lie  proclaimed  liis  object  lo  be,  to  get 
nearer  to  a  state  of  nature.  \\'hclhci-  rontinual  serinoniziui^- 
was  his  ideal  of  a  state  of  nature,  1  cainu)t  say;  l)ut  in  the 
n-cord  of  his  travels  there  is  entllcss  moi-ali/inij,-  and  no  tales, 
uot  e\en  a  fable.  Jlis  Ijook,  called  --  A  rc(U'strious  Tour,"  is 
one  of  the  greatest  curiosities  of  .Vmerican  lilcratuiH-.  He  was 
in  («reec(i  at  the  time  of  the  rev(yiuti(ni  tiiere  ;  and  iiuall}'  setth'd 
down  and  died  in  Wasliington.  His  attachment  to  tins  crcric 
continued  to  the  end,  and  seems  to  liave  b(;eJi  tlu;  one  brigiit  and 
)-casonal)le,  though  memorial  lln-ead  in  his  life. 

Just  al)o\  e  tlu!  bridge  —  the  onl}' om;  over  Sagamoi-e  creek  — 
on  tile  left  bank,  lived  for  eigldy-t\V(j  years  the  noted  heriiut, 
Jienjamin  Lear.  I  tlunk  he  Avas  ratlier  left  alone  than  chose 
to  be.  He  was  ))orn  while  the  farm  of  his  family  was  still 
in  the  limits  of  New  Castle.  The  Tears  were  long-lived;  and 
Jienjamin  mightily  feared  old  age  Avould  bring  him  poverty. 
He  saved  and  saved,  but  in  such  small  things  that  at  last  he 
became  indeed  poor.  He  spent  his  time  in  making  his  own 
clothes,  doing  Ills  owii  housework,  for  tlu^  sake  of  economy, 
and  negk;c.ting  his  farm,  until  Ik;  had  neilliei"  cdothing,  house  nor 
farm.  Thi;  land  returned  to  wildness,  his  house  decayed,  his 
bed  became  straw,  and  he  died  one  Avinter  morning  in  two  rags, 
one  of  which  was  his  garment,  the  other  his  bed-covering.  He 
liad  no  interesting  i)eculiarities,  wliich  sometimes  compensate 
in  such  characters,  the  default  of  connnon  sense.  His  seclusion 
made  him  an  ancient  before  he  became  s(j  in  years;  and  lie 
rememberc'd  and  spoke  of  things  as  tlu.'y  wei-(i  in  his  youth,  and 
just  as  if  there  had  been  no  changes  since  1750.  His  memory 
lingei's  here  on  the  shores  of  Sagamore  creek,  l)ut  there  is  not 
nnicli  reason  for  our  lingering  longer  near  his  hermitage;  only  1 
cannot  forbear  to  note  that  tills  man's  mother  had  li\'ed  on  the 
same  farm  as  her  hernnt  mou  for  one  hundred  and  two  years, 
and  t(nvard  the  close  of  her  long  life  she  becanie  much  distressed 
by  the  fear  that  she  should  nevei-  die,  and  expressed  her  fears  in 
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almost  the  identical  langiiai>e  of  Mary  Moody  Emerson.*  The 
spirit  of  the  Wanderiny;  Jew  seems  to  have  entered  into  these 
two  New  England  women ;  and  to  have  been  most  ingeniously 
imagined  in  that  gem  of  New  England  tales,  "  Peter  Kugg." 

]n  the  middle  distance  of  Sagamoi-e  creek  the  ledges  on  the 
left  arc  high  and  bold,  but  trees  clothe  their  summits;  ou  tlic 
right,  oaks  grow  so  close  to  the  shore  that  half  their  shadi;  falU 
upon  the  water,  and  you  can  row  under  the  branches  and  gather 
acorns,  and  the  leaA  cs,  sacred  to  him  who  lirst  taught  inankiud 
to  eat  tlui  fruit  of  the  oak  and  to  fashion  a  drinking-bowl  after 
the  form  of  its  cup.  Here  are  several  pretty  miniature  islands, 
with  clean  shores,  and  covered  Avith  j-oung  oaks,  very  islands  (jf 
the  blest,  for  i)cacefulness,  rest  and  remoteness.  The;  whit(i  oak 
that  still  grows  ar(jund  our  shores  and  creeks,  is  celebrated  among 
shipbuilders.  Slow  growing,  it  knits  its  fi))re  in  a  llrmer  and 
tougher  ring  than  inland  timber;  and  always  acciuainted  witli 
salt,  either  at  (he  root  or  leaf,  iL  absorbs  a  (lualily  wliieh  pi'e- 
ser\t\s  it  longer  from  worms  and  decay.  After  this  the  creek 
broadens  somewhat,  and  then  nari'o\vs  suddenly  and  s(K)n  loses 
itself  in  a  marsh,  l)e3'ond  Lafayeltc^  j'oad.  In  aiitunm,  tlie  marsh 
is  ablaze  witli  sampliire  Aveed.  WHiere  the  creelv  ))egins  to 
broaden,  begin  tlie  lands  of  the  old  r.angdon  farm.  Jlere'  are 
noble,  o[)en  lields,  sloping  to  the  water.  Let  us  row  softly 
no\v,  for  Ave  ap})roach  the  tomb  of  a  j)oet  —  .John  Elwyn.  Under 
a  solitary,  ancient  oak,  at  the  foot  of  the  held,  Avashed  every  day 
by  the  tide,  he  lies  l)uried,  and  realizes  his  last  wish  —  which 
was  that  of  'I'imon  of  Athi'us  : 

"  Tiinoii  hath  made  his  everlasting  laautjion 
Upon  th(j  Ijuacliod  verge  of  the  lialtllood, 
AVliich  once  a  day  Avitli  hin  embossed  froth 
The  turbulent  surge  shall  cover." 

He  Avas  a  truii  i)Oet ;  for  1  call  liini  a  poet  wlio  lias  added  one 
good  line  lo  his  (■()unt,r3''s  littiratuiH:,  and  lie  wrotcMnon*  lhan  one. 
Alas,  lu'ver  to  Ix'conK-  the  favorit(!S  of  the  f asliionable  jjoi  tieal 
calendars  for  cAcry  day  in  tlu)  year,  I  f<-ai-.  Vet,  for  one  i)ortion 
of  our  NcAV  England  simnner,  .June,  he  ^\  role  the  stanza  Avhicii 


*  See  lirewster's  Jlanibles  About  Portsmouth, 'Jd  Series,  p.  207;  uud  R.  AV. 
Emerson's  Works,  vol.      \i.  400. 
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comes  nearer  to  the  season  itself  than  any  I  know,  lie  is 
unknown  outside  a  little  circle,  lie  would  not  Hatter  his  con- 
temporaries, and  scorned,  or  rather,  never  thought  of  the  i)uljlic 
and  popularity.  He  never  puljlislied  his  Avritings,  but  lu'iiitcd 
them  and  gave  them  away.  This,  among  your  reguhu-  book- 
makers, will  create  an  instaut  suspicion  of  want  of  sense  in  the; 
man,  and  want  of  value  in  liis  work;  for  have  Ave  not  now,  allcr 
terrible  struggles  and  the  long  odium  of  pliilistinism,  brought 
literature  of  all  kinds,  even  poetry,  where  it  must  cuter  the  market 
like  any  other  commodity?  I  trust  so;  and  that  we  know,  in  this 
advanced  age,  the  worth  of  fiction  aud  poems  by  the  prices  paid 
for  them.  However,  this  was  not  ,Johu  Elwyn's  view,  and  lie 
was  rich  enough  to  indulge  his  foihh;.  liut  hi^ar  a  pai  agi-niiii  of 
his  last  will  and  testanicnt.  which,  ])crha[)s,  is  as  good  a  key  as 
any  to  his  lemi)er.  1  must  |)rcmi,sc  (hat  he  was  Liu;  grandson  oC 
Gov.  John  Langdon,  and  iulu'riled  his  estates,  aud  nuich  else  lJi;it 
had  come  down  through  that  family  ;  one  of  the  relics  being  the 
old  ollicial  seal  of  New  Castle,  Avhich  has  been  lately  restored  to 
the  town.  The  landed  estate  had  never  been  alienated;  anil 
when  John  Elwyu  came  into  possession  of  it,  he  allowed  not 
even  a  tree  iu  the  seven  hundred  acres  to  be  felled  that  had  life 
enough  to  stand.  He  made  his  nephew  his  heir,  and  requests 
him  not  to  sell  any  of  the  lands,  and  to  live  upon  them;  ami 
then  adds  the  wortis  Avhich  I  wished  to  quote  :  "It  is  a  good  way 
in  the  end  this  keeping  of  your  father's  lands  ;  it  roots  you  deep 
in  your  own  faith  and  where  you  i-iglitest  belong,  and  helps  ke(;|) 
3^ou  from  the  phantoms  of  the  world;  not  that  1  mean  any 
idolatry  of  feudalism;  though  1  hate  Ihe  restless,  predatory 
spirit  of  this  day  and  this  nation."  This  was  his  manner  in 
prose;  in  vej'se  he  has  more  gaiety  and  abandon,  y(!t  is  not  lack- 
ing in  the  most  lofty  imagination,  and  a  style  sometimes  so  close 
to  his  thought  as  to  produce  the  impression  of  genius.  What  i\ 
delight  it  was  to  hear  him  recite  old  English  lyrics  !  He  delivei-ed 
them  with  all  tlie  emotion  of  one  who  had  just  wjMtten  them. 
He  knew  them  all  —  by  his  heart.  He  knew  the  best  in  all  litera- 
tures, and  had  read,  and  contiimally,  all  the  masterpieces  in  their 
oww  tongues.  He  was  reading  the  Hebrew  Bible  for  the  eleventh 
time  when  he  went  to  the  company  of  the  prophets  and  the  j)oets, 
for  which  he  had  so  long  and  ardently  prepared  himself.  His 
"  Transmigrator's  Talc"  is  a  poem  of  unequal  but  rare  power ; 
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and  liis  memoir  of  John  Langdon  I  have  never  yet  read  too  many 
times.  The  closing  sentence  of  his  will  refers  to  his  direction 
that  he  should  be  buried  where  we  are  now  looking  —  "in  the 
borders  of  liis  inlieritance." 

Here  ends  the  beautiful  part  uf  Sagamore  creek;  and  a  little 
Avay  to  tlie  soutli,  at  the  liangdou  house,  also  ends  the  pleasant 
Strawberry  Patcli  Koad.  The  Langdou  house  is  not  itself  inter- 
esting, being  one  of  those  barn-like  buildings  so  connnon  in  Kew 
England  country.  Almost  everjbody's  mother  or  grandmother 
\vas  l)orii  in  one  of  them;  that  makes  their  interest;  and  we  go 
back  to  them  and  lind  them,  actually  or  in  memory,  more  dear  tlian 
the  grandest  houses.  John  Langdon  left  this  homestead  at 
eighteen,  and  througliout  his  life  saw  and  shared  in  all  the  great 
events  of  his  day.  But  this  man,  wlio  was  tliought  to  ho  without 
senliment  ,  and  the  most  worldly-minded  of  all  the  Revolutionary 
fatliers,  as  lie  a[)proached  old  ag(!  declin(;d  all  office  and  honors,  to 
whicJi  he  had  ojdy  to  give  his  consent  to  be  elected;  retui-ned  to 
New  Hampshire  and  gave  himself  up  to  meditation  and  religion. 
The  memory  of  his  childhood,  of  his  mother,  tilled  his  reveries ; 
and  with  his  alt'ecting  and  onl}^  confession  of  it,  we  >vill  take 
leaver  of  the  honu.'stead  to  which  it  j'cfers.  What  New  England 
country-boy  has  not  i^layed  in  tlie  chii)S  of  the  door-yard  ? 
Seated  on  a  wood-pile,  with  i)ole  and  line,  we  have  fished 
among  tliose  chii)S  with  as  much  fun  and  excitement  as  if  they 
were  a  pond  full  of  pout  and  pickerel,  liut  this  is  the  way  it 
seemed  to  John  i^angdou  in  his  old  age;  and  I  read  it  as  the 
epitouu;  of  tlic  pious  liistory  of  lialf  of  Ne^v  I<highuid's  sons: 
"  It  is  not  alfcetation  ;  myjiiiiid  of  itsell"  turns  tonotliiug  but  llie 
woi'ltl  \  am  hastening  to,  and  tiieda}  Sof  my  chiklho(jd ;  it  may 
l)e  the  imbecility  of  age,  but  seventy  3'ears  1  luwe  almost  forgot- 
t(,'u  ;  tlie  tall  youth  that  left  home  with  lifty  dollars  in  his  pocket, 
the  ocean  on  \vhich  he  made  his  fortune,  tlie  Senate-rooms,  the 
couutiug-rooms  and  the-  ball-rooms,  where  he  passed  so  much  of 
his  lif(!,  are  to  nu;  the  history  of  a  stranger;  1  hear  my  mother's 
voice  as  I  am  playing  at  tlu;  door  in  the  chips,  of  lUv.  liousc  1 
was  born  in  ;  when  l»\  myself,  I  turn  to  the  days  of  m>' child- 
hood." 

The.  earliest  case  of  witchcraft  recorded  in  New  llani])shire 
was  in  iCoG,  about  thirty-four  years  before  the  appearance  of 
the  "stone-throwing  devil;"  and  it  haiipened  somcwher(;  in  the 
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vicinity  of  this  creek,  or  at  its  jiincliou  witli  Lirtlc  Ilaiboi-;  il 
was,  at  any  rate,  within  tlie  territ<n-y  ot  "New  (,'aslh;,  so  that  Ijolli 
ends  of  the  town  coiihl  boast  of  tlieir  witches.  J  lun  e  already 
alhided  to  this  case  on  ])aue  forty-six,  as  tliat  of  Susanna  Trini- 
niings.  Slie  Avas  tlie  complainant  in  tin-  case;  the  N\ilch  was 
Goody  Walford.  It  came  to  trial;  ])Ut  the  ^vitch  was  only  hound 
over  to  resi)ond  at  the  next  term  of  court,  by  which  lime  the 
matter  \>as  snllered  to  disappear.  Subse(|uently ,  (ioody  Walford 
turned  the  tables  upon  her  prosecutors,  antl,  much  to  the  credit  of 
this  community,  £i-ained  her  cause  against  one  of  them  in  dam- 
ages of  live  pounds  —  she  had  laid  them  at  one  thousand.  The 
testimony  in  the  first  case,  M  hen  INIrs.  Susanna  'ri'inniiinus  was 
the  accuser,  is  annising-.  Susanna  had  a  husband,  ()li\  er,  ;uul  one 
young"  child  ;  their  home  av  as  next  by  •'the  freshet."  'J'his,  no 
doubt,  would  enable  a  skilful  anti(iuarian  to  identify  the  sj)ot ; 
for  the  ^vord  means  a  small  bi-ook  or  j;ool  of  fresh  a\  ater,  and 
has  rarely  been  used  in  that  sense  sinci;  the  se\'entet'nth  century. 
Well,  Susamia  Avas  going  home  one  Sunday  t;\-ening,  by  tlie 
said  "freshet,"  and  heard  a  rustling  in  the  avcmxIs,  Nvhicli  she 
thought  might  be  pigs;  but  "])resently  after,  there  did  aii])ear  to 
lier  a  woman  ^\■hom  she  apprehended  to  ])e  old  (Joodwife  ^Valford. 
She  asked  me  where  my  consort  Avas  ;  1  ausweri'd,  I  liad  none. 
She  said,  'J'h_v  consort  is  at  hmne  by  this  time.  ]^end  nu;  a  j>v)uud 
of  cotton.  I  told  iier  1  had  but  two  pounds  in  the  house,  and  I 
Avould  not  spare  any  to  my  mother.  She  said  I  had  better  have 
done  it;  that  my  sorrow  Avas  great  already,  antl  it  should  be 
greater  —  for  1  was  going  a  great  jouriiey  but  should  ne\  er  come 
there.  She  then  left  me,  and  I  Avas  sti'uck  as  A\'ith  a  clap  of  (ire 
on  the  back,  and  she  evanished  toward  the  Avater  side,  in  my 
apprehension  in  the  shape  of  a  cat."  'IMien  Mrs.  Trimmings 
describes  the  dress  of  the  A\itch,  Avhich  nmst  Inne  been  truly 
l)ewitching :  '"She  had  on  her  head  a  white  linen  hood,  tied 
under  her  chin,  and  her  waiste<>at  and  pettycoat  wwc  .I'ed,  Avith 
an  old  green  apron  and  a  black  luit  upon  her  head."  Susanna 
took  her  oat h  to  this  befoi'e  tlu;  three  renowned  fatlieis  of  (lie 
Trovince  iu  those  days:  JJryaii  IVndleton,  Henry  Shei'bnine,  aud 
]{euald  Fernald. 

Her  husband,  ()li\  er,  testili(;d  that  his  dear  Susamia  got  home 
in  a  sad  slate.  "  She  sat  (io^vn  upon  a  chest  aud  leaned  upon 
lier  elbow."    Thi'ee  times  he  asked  her  how  she  did,   init  :>he 
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answered  not.  Oliver  was  obliged  to  nnlace  most  of  lier  eloth- 
ing  and  to  pinch  her,  before  .she  m  ouhl  speak.  At  length,  she 
was  able  to  relate  her  trouble,  of  which  she  became  ill  for  some 
days. 

Oliver  testified  that  Goody  Walford  Avas  at  home  at  the  time 
^vhen  she  Avas  said  to  be  seen  in  red  and  green,  asking  for  cotton, 
—  a  preposterous  alibi ;  others,  thatit  Avas  nothing  but  Susanna's 
"fantasy."  ]iut  John  Puddington  witnessed  that  Goody  AVal- 
ford  '•  did  overlook  the  cattle,  which  is  as  much  as  to  say,  in  our 
count  r  3' ,  Let  c  itdiimj." 

Puddington's  wife  deposed  that  she  saw — a  yellow  cat !  and  that 
her  John  came  and  tried  to  shoot  the  cat;  "  cat  got  up  on  a  tree, 
and  the  gun  "would  not  take  lire  and  the  cock  would  not  stand." 
Afterwards  she  saw  three  cats — "the  yellow  one  Aanislied 
away  on  the  plain  ground:  she  could  not  tell  which  way  they 
went."  Iler  John  said  it  was  a  fact.  Then  comes  the  conclud- 
ing witness  Avith  his  innuendo,  the  meanest  and  chiefest  of  mis- 
chief-makers everywhere  :  They  say  they  heard  that  Elizabeth 
told  Nicholas  she  heard  his  Aunt  Jane  say  she  guessetl,  etc.  In 
short,  if  you  do  not  name  Goody  Walford,  l)ut  declare  you  are 
sure  there  are  just  three  Avitches  hereabouts,  "  Tliomas  Turpin, 
who  Avas  drowned,  Old  Ilani,  and  the  third  shall  be  name- 
less," you  have  fixed  it  upon  poor  Goody  past  all  doul)t.  But 
honest  Jiryan,  Henry  and  Kenald  couldn't  see  it  clear,  and 
adjourned  for  more  light.  It  grew  lighter,  for  the  summer  Avas 
advancing;  the  cats  left  olf  their  pranks;  JNIrs.  Susanna  Trim- 
mings i)resented  her  Oliver  ^^  illi  a  fine  little  Trimmings,  got  o\  er 
her  "  fantasy,"  which  Eliza  Barton  made  bold  lo  tell  her  A\  as  the 
only  Avitch  in  the  Inisiness,  —  and  the  neighborhood  planted  its 
corn  and  cured  its  fish,  as  usual. 
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"  Honorable  and  worthy  countrymen,  let  not  the  meanness  of 
the  word  JisJi  distaste  you,"  said  Caj)t.  Jolni  Smith  to  Jolni  Bull, 
speakinjj:  of  the  connnodities  of  tlies(i  shores.  Tliat  old  adven- 
turer knew  little  of  freedom  or  religion;  he  looked  ui)on  this 
country  much  in  the  same  manner  as  tlie  modern  citi/en  ai)on 
unopened  lields,  Avliere  his  capital  and  enterprise  may  be  em- 
ployed prolitaijly.  In  the  same  spirit  tlie  earliest  settlers  liere, 
after  a  short  period  of  indulgence  in  \  isions  of  mines  of  gold, 
precious  stones,  and  other  means  of  Avealth  without  work, 
l)egan  to  thrive  on  the  near  and  actual  resources  of  their  situa- 
tion. Fishing  led  to  trade,  1)()th  tlomeslic  and  foreign,  until  the 
])coi)le  became  li.xed  in  their  occui)ations  and  interests,  antl 
moderatel}'  prosperous. 

It  was  not  until  toward  tlie  close  of  tlie  se\'entecnth  century 
that  the  Pi'OA  ince  of  New  llami)s]iire  began  to  l^e  interested  in 
matters  of  i-eligious  and  political  moment.  It  was  then  the}',  for 
the  first  time,  felt  the  pressure  of  an  authority  in  whicli  tliey 
had  no  voice;  it  Avas  then  for  the  lirst  time  they  heard  that  tlu; 
l)rime  o1)ject  in  the  settlement  of  tlu!S(!  shores  was  religions 
freedom.  Tliey  were  frightened  by  the;  knowledge  of  the  former 
danger,  and  incredulous  of  the  lattei'  statement. 

A  pi'cacher  speaking,  in  lODl,  on  an  e\  er  i)opular  theme  (tlio 
depravity  of  the  ag(;)  thus  alluded  to  this  point:  "You  have 
forsaken  the  pious  ha])its  of  your  forefathers,  Avho  left  tlie  ease 
and  comfort  which  they  possessed  in  Iheir  native  land,  and  came 
to  this  howling  wilderness  to  enjoy  without  molestation  tlio 
exercise  of  llieir  pure  princii)les  of  idigion."  "  Sir,"  inter- 
rupted one  of  his  hearers,  "  Sir,  you  are  entirely  mistaken  in 
the  matter;  our  ancestors  did  not  come  here  on  account  of  tlieir 
religion,  but  to  tish  and  trade."    The  olijector  was  undoubtedly 
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correct;  yet,  the  community  having  become  estal)lislie(l,  one  of 
its  lirst  needs  Mas  a  chinch.  The  f(jrefathers  of  New  Hump- 
shire  ma3^ha\  e  l)een  traders  and  lishernien,  but  they  \vere  just  as 
pious  as  other  folks.  They  luul,  liowevcr,  bad  hick;  they  Aveie 
attached  to  tlie  Eny,-lisli  church,  and  tolerated  some  of  its  cleric-al 
rcpresentatix  es,  who  proved  to  be  unworthy  shepherds  ;  and  this 
was  made  an  article  of  M-rath  against  them  by  the  ISIassachiisetts 
Bay  Puritans.  Then  schismatics  of  all  sorts  overran  the  ]'rov- 
ince;  it  was  their  hunting-ground  ;  and,  lirst  and  last,  there  ha\  e 
been  more  strange  si)eculations  in  religious  matters  in  Nc\v 
Hampshire  than  in  any  other  ]SIe^v  England  Slate.  Tliis  has 
been,  no  dou))t,  in  ct)nse(iiience  of  the  primiti\  e  ccmdilions,  — 
the  freedom  of  oijinion,  the  aljsence  (;f  Pui'itan  restrictions.  L 
believe  that  rortsmoutli  Avas  one  of  tlie  lirst  places  wliere 
Universalism  found  a  foothold ;  and  once  it  had  a  Sandemanian 
church;  and  rnitarianism  appeared  there  almost  as  soon  as  au}- 
Avhere.  And  in  Hampton  I  have  discovered  the  lirst,  the  gi-eat 
original,  Transcendentalist.  Terliaps  he  is  kno\vn  toothers;  ])Ut 
a  discovery,  made  indepencU'ntly,  is  g(jod  for  tlie  hundredth 
time.  The  Pev.  Henry  AUein  believed  emphatically  in  i)ure 
s[)irit;  Adam  and  E\'e  more  naked  than  Ave  picture  thiMu,  not 
e\en  clothedwith  tlesh  ;  all  is  an  emanation,  all  is  soul;  w(;  do 
not  rise  fi'om  the  dead  —  ^xa  ne\'er,  in  fact,  ha\'i!  died  —  and  it  is 
more  than  doubtful  if  we  have  any  l)odies.  All  is  a  purely 
spiritual  process;  nothing  is  literal  <)rn;al;  Arthur  and  Fide'lia 
are  merely  ligiires  of  speech.  Tlie  ordinances  of  the  Gos^jcl  arc 
matters  of  inditlerence  ;  only  that  w  hich  is  spiritual,  incapaljle 
of  form,  is  of  any  A'aliie;  it  cannot  l)e  interi)reted  ;  it  lits 
like  the  surrounding  air,  l)ut  cannot  l)e  ^vorn  like  a  garment. 

But  why  should  I  go  as  far  as  INu-tsnioulh  and  Hampton  for 
local  theologic  novelties  ?  Yoltaii^;  said  l^ngland  A\as  a  country 
with  one  soup  and  lifty  religions.  New  Castle  has  ne\-er  invented 
a  SOU]),  but  slie  has  added  one  religion  to  tlie  lifty. 

Its  rank  in  the  hierarchy  is  not  high,  but  it  is  a  respec^tablc 
sect  of  most  worthy  i)eo[)le  and  ministers,  and  deserves  the 
thanks  of  mankind  for  some  ser\  ice  in  shatti'ring  the  monstrous 
doctrines  of  ('ah  in.  It  has  no  al)stract  name,  but  is  known  as 
tlie  faith  of  the  Free  Will  Baptists,  and  was  lirst  preached  by 
Benjamin  Bandall,  who  was  born  here  in  174i).  His  lirst  follow- 
ers wei'e  called  by  various  names  :    Ivandallites,  General  Pro- 
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visioncrs,  New  Lights,  Frcewillers,  and,  iu  1709,  authoritatively, 
1^'ree  Will  Baptists.  Randall  was  a  sci  iou.s-iiiinded  person  in  his 
youth,  and  of  beautiful  charaeter.  Being  converted  under  thu 
preaching  of  Whitelield,  he  joined  the  C'ongi-egational  elun'ch  in 
New  Castle  ;  Avliicli  always,  on  that  account,  has  claimed  him  and 
his  work  as  its  chihl  and  a  part  of  its  history.  lie  began  to 
announce  his  peculiar  views  about  1780,  and  they  spread  through- 
out New  Hampshire  and  JVIaine.  I  Avill  not  undertake  to  state 
what  his  disciples  believed ;  it  was  another  protest  — 

—  "I  know  tlioy  a'l  Nvcut 
For  a  general  iiuiou  uf  total  di«deul." 

They  looked  toward  a  return  of  primitive  Christianity.  In 
IH'actice,  tiu-  I'ree  Will  Baptist  church  is  among  the  more  liberal. 
Its  ministers  often  carry  on  farming,  or  laljtn-  at  some  trade  ;  and 
this  is  in  accordance  with  a  the(Ji'y  of  the  sect,  (hat  its  clei-gy 
should  not  be  set  apart  strictly,  nor  be  higldy  educated.  Vet,, 
wherever,  in  Maine  or  New  Hampshire,  you  lind  a  Free  Will 
Baptist  society,  you  are  almost  sure  to  (ind  unconnnon  intelli- 
gence, and  a  friendl}'  and  cheerful  people.  They  ha\'e  shaken 
olf  the  black  cloak  of  Geneva. 

The  i'ree  Will  Baptist  church  of  New  Castle  was  organized 
about  1787;  it  dix'ided  the  town  Nvith  the  old  Congregational 
church.  Its  lirst  report  to  the  other  churches  of  the  same  per- 
suasion was  made  in  17IS7  by  a  woman,  Abigail  Ama/.een. 

Benjamin  BanchiU  A\as  the  son  of  a  sea-captain  of  the  same 
name.  This  is  an  old  New  Castle  family  name.  One  of  the 
lirst  selectmen,  in  KiOlJ,  Avas  James  liendel.  lie  received  what 
was  called  in  those  days  a  mercantile  education.  His  trade 
was  that  of  a  sail-maker,  and  when  twenty-one  years  of  age, 
he  l)egan  Imsiness  for  himself  in  New  Castle.  At  about  the 
same  time  he  married  Joanna  Oram;  and  himself  and  wife, 
in  1772,  joined  the  Congregational  church  of  New  Castle.  In 
the  Bevolutionary  war  he  was  an  orderly  sergeant  in  tlie  regi- 
ment of  Col.  Hercules  Alooney. 

While  holding  social  j'eligious  meeiiiigs  in  tlie  houses  of  some 
brethren  who  had  become  dissatisfieil,  ]ii<e  himself,  witli  tlie 
New  Castle  church,  he  suddenly  threw  down  the  volume  of 
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sermons  from  which  he  was  rca<lini^-  and  confessed  his  convic- 
tion tliat  he  must  become  a  preacher.  This  was  the  Ijcginning 
of  trouble  for  lum.  New  Castle  was  used  to  an  educated  clergy  ; 
sliould  a  sail-maker  presume  upon  the  sacred  function  ?  and 
heresies  to  boot  ?  Have  we  not  known  this  little,  hazle-e3'ed, 
sharp-nosed  Benjamin  all  our  lives —  and  he  wants  to  be  a  great 
man,  a  preacher!  Let  hiui  slick  to  his  palm,*  his  sail-loft,  and 
his  Joanna.  In  short,  he  came  very  near  being  persecuted, 
which  only  made  him  more  stubborn  in  his  determination,  and 
led  him  to  cutting  remarks,  in  which  he  was  nncommonly  gifted. 
Bricks  were  thrown  at  him,  and  language,  not  too  choice;  but 
nothing  could  hurt  him.  Tar  and  feathers  Avere  prepared  as  he 
should  go  by  a  certain  gate ;  but  he  took  another,  lie  was 
informed  that  a  company  of  forty  men  Avere  banded  to  mol>  him  ; 
"Ah,"  said  liandall,  "that  is  the  Devil's  old  regiment;  he  once 
raised  forty  men  to  kill  brother  Paul.  lie  missed  it;  he  will 
now.  God  calls;  I  must  go."  He  went  to  his  preaching;  by  its 
power,  a  heavy  thunder-storm  cooperating,  the  mob  was  dis- 
persed and  got  a  good  ducking. 

In  the  end  liandall  was  triumphant;  his  fame  was  great,  both 
here  and  in  the  surrounding  towns.  In  one  spring,  1777,  thirty 
were  converted  and  baptized.  It  was  said  New  Castle  had  never 
seen  snch  days  before ;  it  has  often  since.  Before,  it  had  ])een 
sudicient  to  be  sprinkled  in  your  long  clothes,  to  have  a  i)ew  and 
pay  tithes  when  you  were  old  enough,  to  listen  to  an  educated 
ministry  and  to  have  a  creed,  liandall  belie\  etl  iu  none  of  these 
things  ;  he  Avould  earn  his  bread  like  other  men,  and  he  continued 
Ills  trade  of  making  sails  while  here,  and  when  lie  removed 
inland,  changed  his  palm  for  a  thimble  and  ])ecame  a  tailor. 
He  worked  in  the  night  that  he  might  preach  l)y  day ;  he  went 
wherever  he  Avas  called,  or  where  "  impression"  — this  was  his 
modest  word  for  divine  direction  —  led  him,  and  seldom  spoke 
less  than  three  hundred  times  in  the  year.  I  do  him  and  his  sect 
some  injustice  when  I  use  the  words  preach,  sermon,  minister  or 
church.  To  them  these  terms  smacked  of  an  hireling  cliurch. 
Kver}  thing  must  be  voluntary  with  them  ;  it  was  the  spirit,  not 
Harvard  College,  that  litted  a  man  to  heli)  liis  fellows;  and 
preaching  they  called  "  inii)rovenient  ;  "  for  example:  "Next 


•^;iil-inak('r8'  term  for  a  nhiolil  of  loiilluT  wura  on  tho  palm  of  ihc  liaiul. 
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evening,  likewise,  I  improved  ai^ain  at  tlie  same  place."  Their 
creed  was  the  Ne^v  Testament  at  lar<^e,  neither  reclnced  nor 
selected.  Tiie  old  articles  of  his  cliurch  in  New  Castle  are 
utterly  simple,  mainly  al)out  its  polity;  three  in  nnml)er,  and 
short,  and  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  184:4,  were  condensed  to  one. 
Header,  couldst  not  thou  and  I  ]>elong  to  such  a  church  ?  Here 
was  one  more  brave  attempt  to  unite  men  in  a  simple  faith ;  but, 
alas,  it  began  and  goes  on,  as  usual,  by  division.  It  nearly 
ruined  the  old  church,  and  the  new  struggles  for  life.  Yet  they 
live  and  will  continue  to  live;  for  no  community  Is  so  small  as 
not  to  be  divided  on  religious  questions;  and  antagonism  and 
pride  are  usually  sufficient  to  keep  open  at  least  two  churches, 
each  Avitli  half  a  congregation  and  half  a  mite  for  the  preacher. 
But  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  sincerity  and  power  of  Benjamin 
Kandall  moved  New  Castle  to  a  higher  plane  of  religious  life. 
He  preached,  i.  e.  "  improved,"  constantly,  either  in  the  school- 
house  or  private  houses.  Church  there  was  not  as  yet ;  nor  am  I 
able  to  find  when  one  was  first  ])uilt.  As  to  tlie  usual  properties 
of  religious  sects,  the  Free  Will  Baptists  had  few  ;  and  the}^ 
Ijelieved  in  few.  Water  they  had  in  alnuidance,  and  it  was  their 
chief  convenience  here,  and  their  all-important  syml^ol.  One  of 
Eandall's  successors,  Elder  ]\Ia;-k  Fernald,  could  boast  tliat  he 
had  been  baptized  in  the  Atlantic  Ocean.  Here  was  no  shallow 
stream,  or  muddy  mill-pond,  which,  as  once  happened  to  liandall 
while  lie  was  leading  a  company  of  converts  to  be  baptizeti, 
might  be  drawn  olf  by  a  member  of  an  opposing  church.  And 
there  was  something  sublime  in  the  thought  that  nothing  less 
than  an  ocean  was  commensurate  with  the  infinite  stain  of  mortal 
life ;  and  here,  at  the  A'ery  doors  of  the  sinner,  it  came  and 
invited  him  to  wash  and  be  clean.  It  was  a  powerful  persuasion  ; 
it  appealed  to  a  people  set  in  the  midst  of  the  seas,  with  a 
singular  and  natural  force ;  and  sailors  and  fishermen  became 
acquainted  with  the  element  of  their  vocation  in  a  manner  to 
lend  it  a  new  and  solemn  character. 

But  ever  woman  is  the  larger  and  more  enduring  factor  In  all 
new  religious.  The  emotions  are  the  foundation  of  her  being, 
and  the  spring  of  piety,  of  novel  and  n  ital  religious.  Man  comes 
with  his  understanding,  his  scheme  or  his  creed,  and  by  that  time 
faith  is  gone.  Randall  professed  no  creed ;  but,  though  he  stood 
erect,  used  few  gestures,  and  had  not  a  loud  voice,  he  never 
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preached  vvilliout  tears  in  liis  e^'es.  This  toucliecl  tlie  fcmlnino 
heart,  and  it  founded  his  eluircli  in  a  sure  phuM;.  Its  outward 
existence  mattered  not;  it  nuglit  lose  wluit  tlie  old  elders  signili- 
cautly  called  its  "  visibility,"  yet,  all  the  same,  it  could  not  die. 
Many  women  were  Ixiptized,  both  old  and  youni^-,  but  more  young-. 
It  was  the  outward  token  of  conversion;  but  even  that  Avas  not 
insisted  upon  ;  it  was  left  largely  to  the  choice  of  the  individual. 
A  lovely  young-  woman  who  liad  Ijecome  religious,  yet  had  refused 
to  be  baptized,  being  fdled  with  remorse,  went  alone  into  the  sea, 
and  in  the  attempt  to  baptize  herself  was  droAvned.  Is  not  tliat 
a  pathetic  scene,  wlien  you  think  of  it '{ 

A  woman  made  the  first  report  from  this  church ;  and  at  its 
reorganization  in  1S27,  which  is  the  earliest  date  of  the  existing 
book-records,  "four  men  and  seven  sisters"  signed  its  three 
articles.  One  of  those  sisters  now  lives,  a  veneral)le  woman 
ninety-three  years  old,  who  told  me  ])ut  yesterday,  in  the  most 
uuaflected  manner,  that  she  had  lived  enough,  that  she  wanted  to 
get  to  heaven,  for  which  place  she  set  out  fifty-seven  years  ago. 
Under  the  preaching  of  two  women,  Nancy  Towle  and  Clarissa 
11.  Danforlh,  this  church  liad  two  remarkable  revivals.* 

But  there  came  another  wave  of  religious  reformation,  which 
swept  many  of  the  Free  Will  Baptist  churches  from  their  old  con- 
nection, and  the  New  Castle  church  changed  its  name  at  least,  if 
not  its  belief.  In  1844,  November  llth,  it  dropped  the  name  of 
Baptist  and  assumed  the  name  of  the  I'ree  Christian  Society; 
and,  as  I  have  already  noted,  dropped  at  the  same  time,  two  of 
its  three  former  articles  of  agreement.  The  sect  with  which  it 
now  a/liliates  is  sometimes  called,  but  incorrectly,  Christian 
Bai)tist;  another  mistake  in  the  name  is  Christ-ians.     They  are 


*Mis8  Nancy  Towlc  wrote  a  singular  book  entitled  "  Vicissitudes  Illustrated." 
A  eecond  edition  was  printed  in  Portsmouth,  N.  II.,  1833.  The  preface  -was  by 
Lorenzo  Dow.  Its  grammar  is  entirely  original;  not  at  all  in  the  sense  of 
illiterate,  but,  so  to  ei^eak,  hyper-gramraatical  —  such  stilts  as  English  never 
■walked  on  before  in  these  parts.  The  subject  matter  of  the  book  is  mainly  her 
travels,  experiences  and  labors;  scripture,  anecdotes,  family  matters,  warnings, 
dreams  and  dresses  are  mingled  in  a  truly  feraiuine  fashion.  She  is  very  nice 
about  words  —  \mi^  a  dash  between  the  initial  and  final  letters  of  those  she 
thinks  naughty. 

"Ilire  grcttest  ootli  nas  but  by  seyiit  Loy." 

Her  book  contains  the  first  printed  account  of  a  visit  to  the  Mormons,  and  an 
Interview  with  Smith,  which  is  of  higli  value,  being  very  circumstantial. 
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iieitlier  one  nor  the  other,  but  simply  what  wc  all  claim  to  be, 
Christians.  Tlicy  fraternize  more  Avitli  the  Free  Will  Baptists 
than  Avitli  other  denominations;  perliaps  on  account  of  their 
f(n-mer  connection,  for  they  Avere  all  outgrowths  of  the  Free. 
Will  Baptist  cliurches,  and  I  cannot  see  nmch  dillerence  in  their 
])elief  or  practice. 

Out  of  the  old  protest  ai^alnst  Calvanism  made  by  Tiandall  and 
his  disciples,  sprang  many  strange,  grotesque  varieties  of  belief. 
His  immediate  followers,  however,  were  iiearly  all  simple, 
sincere  men,  with  a  genuine  apostolic  spirit.  His  first  active 
coadjutor  was  a  New  Castle  man,  John  Trefethen.  They  trav- 
elled into  the  remote  ])orders  of  this  State  and  of  Maine,  crying 
in  every  wilderness.  Their  business  was  revivals.  They  saw  no 
other  path  to  heaven  than  through  tire  ami  water.  Their  work 
never  was  done,  and  alwaj  s  needed  doing  over.  So  they  exhorted 
and  prayed  continually.  But  not  in  long  sermons,  or  inanoderatc 
l)rayers.  They  were  often  strikingly  brief  and  pointed.  Here  is 
a  specimen  of  one  of  their  prayers,  good  enough  for  a  ritual: 
"0  Lord,  teacli  us  each  to  feel  the  need  of  thy  grace,  and  seek 
it;  to  know  thy  will,  and  do  it;  to  tind  our  place,  and  keep  it. 
Amen."  'I'hey  reproved  each  otlun-'s  fanlts  in  the  l)oldest  manner, 
by  an  open  vote  often.  At  a  certain  meeting,  it  was  voted  that 
N  be  iulmonished  for  anger,  i)eevishness  and  swap- 
ping horses."    This  was  a  relic  of  l*uritan  discii)line. 

The  nnnisters  of  the  Christian  church,  which  succeeded  the 
Free  Will  Baptist  in  New  Castle,  were  all  the  same  stamp  of 
men.  One  of  them,  Elder  Mark  Fernald,  lived  in  Kittery,  but 
preached  here  as  much  as  any^^  here.  He  was  descended  from  a 
brother  of  Benald  Fernald,  the  lirst  snrgoon  of  Great  Island, 
among  the  earliest  emigrants  here.  Elder  Mark  was  a  sailor  and 
carpenter  when  not  exhorting,  at  which  he  had  a  great  gift.  He 
was  a  quaint,  witty  speaker.  He  llrst  maile  hi  s  hearers  laugh,  bat 
soon  brought  them  to  their  knees.  His  Aoice  could  bo  heard 
a  mile  in  prayer — so  he  says  —  anil  1  know  not  how  many  in 
sermon.  rerhai)s  distressed  sailors  could  hear  it;  at  any  late  he 
believed  the  ]\uler  of  the  temi)est  could;  and  no  storm  I'agcd 
that  did  not  lind  him  on  his  knei^s  throughout  the  dangerous 
(hu'kness,  otlerin^g  the  prayer  ot  tlie  boatmcji  of  the  Finistere, 
Pity  us,  0  GcmI,  for  ourl)oat  is  s<j  littlu.  and  your  sea  is  so  big." 
SonlL•time:^  lie  was  in  a  boat  himself,  gising  practical  help. 
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These  are  the  saints  of  the  dissenting  churches.  There  was  no 
measure  in  their  readiness  for  self-sacrihce ;  tliey  eilaced  every 
worklly  ambition  from  tlieir  iiearts,  and  toolv  the  vow  of  poverty. 
"I  beg  my  bread  barefoot  to  Jicaven,"  said  Randalh  Tliey  all 
had  some  trade  or  common  la])or.  KUler  Fernald  Avas  as  often  the 
physician  of  bodies  as  of  souls;  and,  in  general,  they  all  served 
tlieir  neighljors  and  their  followers  in  every  benevolent,  huml)le 
office.  The  same  charge  was  made  against  them  as  the  lirst 
opponent  of  Christianity,  Celsos,  made  against  the  early  min- 
isters :  "  Wool-\vorkers,  coljl)lcrs,  Icatlier-dressers,  the  most 
illiterate  and  vulgar  of  mankind."  liandall  and  his  band  were 
not  learned  or  literary,  and  I  do  not  know  of  any  printed 
sermons  left  by  them.  But  there  are  other  writings,  letters, 
journals,  etc.  There  is  extant  a  letter  of  Elder  Murk  Fernald  to 
his  only  child,  a  daughter,  on  the  occasion  of  her  leaving  home 
to  learn,  in  Portsmouth,  the  trade  of  a  tailoress.  For  l)eautiful 
siniplicity  of  language,  directness,  and  that  wise  counsel  Avhich 
comes  from  the  depths  of  the  heart,  it  cannot  be  easily  equalh^d. 

Friendly  reader,  you  will  never  be  able  to  reward  me  for  the 
infinitely  dreary  and  obscure  waste  through  which  1,  as  a  faitli- 
ful  chronicler,  have  to  dig  my  path  in  this  little  history.  But 
occasionally  I  find  such  a  long  hiildeii  beam  of  light,  like  tlie 
one  just  mentioned,  such  an  almost  literary  master-piece,  that 
I  am  content,  and  begin  to  believe,  what  1  haxa  half  sus- 
pected before,  that  some  of  the  treasures  of  Xew  England 
intellectual  and  spiritual  life,  are  quite  unknoAvn  to  the  reading 
public. 

New  Castle  has  good  reason  to  be  proud  of  Benjamin  Kandall 
and  the  work  he  accomplished;  and  of  Joanna  Oram,  his  wife, 
who  was  faithful  to  the  end,  sharing  all  his  labors,  trials  and 
poverty.  He  always  spoke  of  her  as  the  gift  of  God  to  him. 
liandall  lived  and  preached,  the  latter  part  of  his  life,  in  New 
Durham.  lie  was  also  the  tailor  of  the  town;  and  tried,  mean- 
while, to  fashion  for  himself  a  lieavenly  robe.  There  is  not  the 
smallest  doubt  that  he  succeeded.  He  was  all  but  wo)  shipped 
by  his  f(jllowers.  His  labors  by  day  and  night,  his  tra^•els  in  all 
weathers  and  seasons,  his  intense  love  for  the  souls  of  men,  those 
tears  so  costly  for  him  and  so  precious  to  his  discii»h'S,  Avore 
him  out  prematurely.  His  monument  is  in  New  ])urliam,  but 
New  Castle  claims  his  name.    His  house,  now  gone,  was  in  one 
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of  the  most  romantic  nooks  of  tlie  ir^land,  a  little  south  of  the 
scene  of  the  "  stone-throwing  devil's"  performauccs. 

Randall's  moA^ement  drew  after  it  a  number  of  impostures,  as 
the  Cochranites  and  Angelites;  and  others  Avitliout  name,  rep- 
resented by  some  visionary  individuals  Avho  proclaimed  tlieir 
whims  as  a  new  dispensation.  One  man  —  I  rescue  his  name 
from  oblivion  umvillingly  —  Elliot  Frost,  announced  that  he 
should  never  die.  It  was  a  bold  stand  to  take  among  mortals; 
but  lie  did  live  so  long,  both  himself  and  his  boast  were  forgotten. 
The  same  irian,  just  before  the  great  lire  in  Portsmouth  in  1802, 
went  through  the  streets  prophesying,  in  a  loud  voice,  death  and 
destruction;  and  it  was  remembered  afterward,  that  wherever 
he  walked  the  lire  followed,  and  that  wherever  he  sat  down  and 
left  oif  crying,  there  the  tire  stoi)ped.  His  most  singular  per- 
formance was  going  naked  througli  a  neighboring  town ;  this 
was  meant  to  symboli/.e  to  the  peoi)le  their  sinritual  nakedness. 
He  had  one  follower  in  New  Castle,  a  woman,  wlio,  in  the  garb 
of  her  mother  Eve,  wallvcd  into  clmrch  during  tlie  serv  ice.  The 
preacher  broke  otf  his  sermon  aud  l)egan  to  shout  and  sing  in 
such  a  maimer  that  the  attention  of  the  audience  was  concen- 
trated upon  him,  and  hardly  anyone  saw  her  save  himself. 

There  Avas  great  freedom  of  speech  in  the  Eive  Will  Jiai)tist 
and  Cliristian  congregations.  The  elder  who  stood  in  the  desk 
was  liable  to  be  sharply  catechised;  and  you  might  expect  to  be 
pra3^ed  for  by  name  ;  to  hear  your  short-comings  and  weaknesses 
mourned  for.  But  then,  30U  could  retaliate  in  kind,  provided 
you  had  kept  sliar])  watch  of  the  brethren  and  sisters  during  the 
week.  Though  they  sulfered  mucli  obhxjuy  in  the  community, 
they  complained  of  but  one  thing,  namely,  paying  tithes  to  the 
established  church.  In  1819,  the  Toleration  Act  of  New  Hamp- 
shire removed  this  grievance;  and,  though  I  have  been  unal)le  to 
lind  the  exact  date,  I  believe  it  Avas  about  this  time  that  the  Free 
Will  Baptists  built  themselves  a  small  house  of  worship.  In  1845, 
just  after  changing  their  style  to  ("lu'istian,  they  removed  tlieir 
house,  which  stood  a  little  wi'st  of  ils  j)resent  position  and  close 
to  tlie  street,  and  renuxUdled  it.  Kidcr  Hoothby  was  then  (lu-lr 
preacher,  and  the  society  was  very  prosperous.  Since  184."),  it 
lias  had  various  fortunes;  or  misfortunes.  For,  in  imxst  small 
New  England  towns,  the  cliurches  struggle  for  existence. 
Keligion  has  become    too  expeiisi\e  for  ])oor  men.     J  am 
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sure  lliat  is  why  tlicy  no  more  y:o  to  clmreh ;  they  cannot 
allbrd  it,  and  tlieir  lionorable  pride  jjrcvents  Ihcir  attendance 
as  loni^'  as  they  are  nnable  to  contribute  to  tlie  expenses. 
And  there  is  something"  ignominious  iu  a  free  churcli  for  the 
poor,  Avliile  there  are  tliose  not  free.  IJanihdl  was  essentially 
right;  no  niau  should  preach  avIio  is  not,  lirst  willing  Xo  do 
it  without  pay;  and  an  expensi\e  church  is  one  more  luxury  for 
the  rich,  one  more  burden  for  the;  pool*. 

When  you  draw  three  sectarian  lines  through  a  total  population 
of  six.  hundred,  the  share  falling  to  each  must  be  njinule;  and 
when  you  count  the  cost  of  a  separate  organization  for  each,  it 
is  clear  one  or  the  other,  and  generally  all  thri'c,  are  more  or 
less  end)arrasst;d. 

The  lirst  division  iu  New  Castle  Ix'fi'll  in  the  ('ongregational 
chui'ch.  The  second  took  place  mainly  in  the  body  whose 
aiuials  1  luive  been  recounting,  and  grew  out  of  a  belief  in  the 
predicted  end  of  the  earth.  A  fvw  disciples  gath(;red  thenisieh  es 
together  on  this  speculation  and  ))uilt  a  snndl  chajjcl,  ^vhere  they 
continue  to  hold  meetings,  in  spite  of  the  failuj'e  —  shall  1  say 
of  their  hopes  or  theii'  fears  ?  Se\ cral  tinjt;s  they,  and  bcru-vcrs 
from  adjacent  towns,  liaNc  assembled  in  Nvw  (.'asllc,  as  a  good 
l)()int  from  \\  hic-h  to  see  t he  '•  ('oming  of  the  liOrd,"  and  take  their 
departure  with  liim.  It  is  iiuUied;  New  iramj)shire  began  here, 
Avhy  should  it  not  end  here  V  Although,  in  my  }'oungei-  and 
classical  days,  I  was  used  to  compare  New  Castle  with  the 
Peiracus,  to  which  it  bears  a  remarkable  I'esemblance,  in 
situation,  size  and  shape.  I  am  now  rather  of  the  o[)inion 
that  it  may  be  the  modern  ralmos,  on  acc()unt  ot  the  \  isions 
Avliich  our  Johns,  not  only  see,  but  exi)ect  to  behold  realized 
from  this  island.  Dwellers  on  hills  and  plains  may  look,  nat- 
urally, in  the  clouds  for  the  lifth  act  of  our  earth's  drama;  but 
here  we  expect  it,  instinctively  and  ai)proi)riately ,  from  whence 
come  all  signs  and  wonders,  the  sea.  We  ha\e  frequent  nnnia- 
ture  rehearsals,  as  it  were,  of  the  final  catastrophe,  when  the 
e(iuinocti{il  north-easter  arrives  on  our  coast — when  the  foinida- 
tions  of  the  deep  are  broken  up  and  the  shoreland  looks  one 
black  chaos.  A\'hen  your  twelve-foot  scpiare  chimney  begins  to 
rock,  there  are  reasonable  gronntls  of  anxiety  for  the  e\i'nt. 
Nothing  carries  you  calmly  through  it  but  long-est.'iblislu-d  conli- 
dence  in  the  geology  of  New  Hami)shire  and  much  ex])erience  of 
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the  failure  of  prophecies.  Until  tlie  Farmer's  Almanac — our 
dear  old  Leavitt's  —  gives  us  due  warning-,  we  shall  continue  to 
sow,  and,  perhaps,  reap.  Yet,  undaunted  hy  the  mis-calculation 
of  their  arithmetic  since  1848,  (Hir  Adventist  friends  go  on 
ciphering.  I  surmise  the  dilliculty  is  —  too  nu\ny  ciphers.  'Tis 
a  long  account  since  Daniel,  and  I  fear  nnich  of  it  is  outlawed. 
We  must  begin  again.  Here  is  to-da}' ;  let  us  ])egin  with  it. 
Yet,  they  say,  it  is  better  to  be  prepared  for  the  worst.  It  is 
Avonderful  how  sensible  and  interesting  men  and  women  are  six 
days  out  of  the  week.  On  tlje  S(.'\enlh,  beware  of  them;  it  is  a 
holiday  in  their  brains,  also.  Yet  this  reaching  after  sometliing, 
\ve  know  not  wliat;  tliis  reference  to  .some  great  iu}  stery  ■ — one 
thing  on  which  we  cannot  lay  our  hands  — that  is  never  alluded 
to  in  any  popular  newspaper  nor  in  few  books,  this  weekly 
respite  from  labor,  from  cheating  and  hoarding,  whether  it  call 
itseli  Adventism  or  Millenarian  or  Muggletoiilan,  is  ))y  far  the 
most  interesting  and  curious  phase  of  village  and  rural  life  in 
New  England,  because  the  only  time  and  the  only  themes  on 
which  the  people  entirely  al)audon  tlKimselves.  Hear  y(nn- 
neighbor  arise  in  meeting  and  exhort  or  supplicate;  can  you 
belie\'e  him  the  same  man  A\'ith  >vhom  you  S];ent  the  Avhole  of 
yesterday  and  heard  no  sylla))le  or  suggestion  of  an}thing 
higher  than  his  hands  and  eyes  ?  Is  it  clear  whicli  is  the  real 
man  ?  At  any  rate  it  throws  ox  er  him  an  im|)(:netra))le_mystery , 
and  xvell  might  make  you  revise  your  opinion  (^f  the  whole  of 
mankind. 

Among  the  people  who  have  broken  away  from  the  older 
churches  and  organized  \ai'ious  small  societies,  the  smallest 
ditlerence  in  opinion  proves  to  l>e  fundamental,  and  is  enough 
to  s(!t  up  another  chui'ch  upon.  TIuik  the  Advent ists  of  Kew 
Castle,  though  when  all  combined,  too  few  to  support  a  preacher, 
are  now  widely  divided  in  matters  of  belief.  E\ery  new 
itinerant  has  liis  whim,  and  it  obtains  credit  with  some.  The 
hist  new  light  was  the  necessity  of  baptism  three  times,  the 
candidate  kneeling  all  the  while  in  the  water;  and,  straiigest  of 
all,  was  the  noti<ni  that  it  was  wrong  to  oder  prayer  in  the 
presence  of  the  unconvi'i-teil.  1  spi-ak  (d"  Wwsc.  things  not  lightly, 
but  to  show  how  our  New  England  village  comnnmities  are 
preyed  upon  by  imposters,  self-deluded  perhaps,  in  the  guise  of 
religion.    These,  with  the  glil>  hook-agent  and  liis  worthless 
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wares,  now  a  Bible  all  shaiDuiiest  of  i^ilt,  print,  picture  and 
paper;  or  the  humorists'  bibles  l"or  Aulgariziu^-  every  sentiment 
and  association;  or  a  twelve-dollar  county  history  with  its 
local  tlatteries,  concocted  and  published  in  some  distant  city; 
these,  and  e\'ery  sort  of  ])e(ldler  of  clieap  frauds,  do  more  to 
imi)ovei'ish  communities  of  humble  workiui^-men  than  all  tlie 
natural  accidents  and  misfortunes  of  their  li\  es. 

The  Adventist  bretlu'en  avIio  have  assem])led  here  from  other 
parts  to  await  tlie  day  of  doom,  hud  to  be  fed  and  Iodised.  One 
])Oor,  but  too  hospitable  brotlicr,  N\as  heard  to  remarlc  that  if 
tlie  world  didn't  end  soon  he  shonld  be  a  ruined  man !  And  it  is 
rei)orted  that  the  leaders  and  j^rcat  proi)hets  of  this  faith  liavc 
taken  nuich  money  from  the  town.  Of  course  it  is  rather  eas)'^ 
to  borrow  and  beg  of  men  who  honestly  believe  they  shall  have 
little  further  need  of  their  property.  The  Ani>lo  Saxons  some- 
times borrowed  money  to  be  rej^aid  in  the  next  world;  this 
ancient  custom  api)ears  to  have  ])een  revived  in  New  Castle  in 
the  nineteenth  century.  Ood  forbid  that  we  should  meet  our 
creditors  anc.!  debtors  hereafter,  whatever  else  may  l^e  met!  But 
when  simple  men  be<i;in  to  speculate  in  religion,  there  is  no 
knowing  what  will  happen.  'I'hcy  may  legislate  God  out  of 
existence,  as  once  in  Paris;  or,  legislate  llim  in,  as  Catholic  and 
Puritan  have  attempted ;  or,  as  1  have  narrated  in  the  preceding 
pages,  be  led  into  an  unartic.led,  yet  beautiful  faith,  declining  at 
length  to  mere  vagaries  and  individualism.  The  remedy  is  in 
greater  intelligence.  Our  children  will  be  wiser  and  better 
than  we. 

I  have  now  cleared  the  way  for  some  account  of  the  older 
clmrch  in  New  Castle ;  and  I  have  follow^ed  this  irregular  order, 
putting  the  most  recent  clmrch  llrst,  because  the  history  of  the 
older  is  closely  connected  with  the  second  and  linal  portion  of 
my  subject;  that  is,  the  civil  annals  of  the  town.  Everyone 
knows  the  intimate  relation  of  church  and  town,  in  the  early 
history  of  New  England.  In  New  Hampshire,  this  coimection 
continued  into  the  first  quarter  of  the  present  century.  The 
fundamental  reason  for  town  organization  was  that  then;  might 
be  a  chundi;  that  it  might  have  a  legal  staiuling;  that  taxes 
might  be  levied,  and  a  tithe  api)ropriated  for  the  support  of  a 
minister  and  other  expenses  of  a  religious  establishment.  When, 
therefore,  the  people  here  asked  to  be  incorporated  as  a  town. 
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the  chief  ground  of  their  petition  was  that  they  might  have  a 
church  of  their  owu.  Now  tliis  does  not,  by  any  means,  signify 
tliat  the}"^  liad  none;  it  means  tluit  tliev  wanted  authority  to  tax 
tlie  Avhole  community  for  its  sui)i)ort,  and  ha\'e  a  settled,  min- 
istry ;  "  a  l)usiness  upon  Avliicli  tliey  would  not  enter  until  assured: 
of  tlie  right  to  exact  contributions  from  all  citizens  according  to. 
their  prt)i)erty.* 

I  am  ])articular  in  tlms  stating  the  situation  in  New  Castle,. 
))ecause  it  has  been  often  asserted,  and  (juitc;  naturally  inferred' 
from  the  language  of  the  se\  eral  petitions  for  incorporation,  all 
of  which  dwell  upon  the  fact  of  the  dilliculties  of  getting  to 
I'ortsmouth  to  meeting,  that  there  was  no  church  building  and 
no  religious  services  here  prior  to  the  I)eginning  of  tlu;  eighteenth 
century.  Anil  the  conunon  statement  is  that  Ke\'.  Jolm  Emerson 
was  tlie  lirst  settled  minister  in  New  Castle,  of  the  date  1703. 
All  pi'inted  references  gi\e  this  date  as  Avell  settled.  Our- 
oldest  town  records,  recently  discovered,  begin  in  1G03,  and 
reveal  new  and  important  facts  con(!erning  the  New  Castle 
church ;  and  prove  conclusively  that  tliere  had  Ijcen  settled 
ministers  before  John  Emerson.  These  facts  were  unknoNvn 
when  the  tal)let  to  the  memory  of  the  ])astors  of  the  church  was. 
put  up,  for  it  begins  with  the  name  of  Emerson.  But  before' 
Emerson  had  been  llev.  Samuel  JNloody. 

Here  permit  me  to  introduce  some  documentary  evidence,  with 
wdiich  my  readers  cannot  accuse  me  of  having  encum])ered  my 
narrative  hillierto.  It  is,  how  ever,  time  for  a  more  se\x're  style, 
and  that  we  make  an  olfering  to  Clio,  the  nmseof  history.  Until 
this  present  writing  she  has  never  been  allowed  to  smile  since 
the  days  of  Herodotus;  and  was  like  to  become  the  stillest  and 
leanest  old  maid  of  the  sacred  nine;  always  either  too  grandiose 
or  too  prim.  But  we  have  implored  her  to  unbend ;  we  never 
allow  her  to  i)ass  by  any  good  story.  N(JW,.  however,  she  shall 
resume  her  book  and  her  Sunday  maimers. 

On  October  29th,  1G94,  according  to  our-  town  records,  this 
vote  was  i)assed :  "  Then  ordered  that  ye  town  shall  choose  and 
call  a  minister  themseh  es."  Se\  ertd  public  meetings  were  called 


*  A  relic  of  this  ancient  custom  still  continues  in  the  Unitarian  church  at 
Pt  rtHinouth ;  the  regular  luenibere  of  ^s  llich  are  as.ycsriod  aecoi  diiig  to  ilio  city 
valuation  of  tlitir  ctslatcs, 
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to  consider  this  business;  and  it  is  evident,  from  tlie  stately 
formality  and  i)recision  of  the  orders  })assed,  that  tlie  town 
felt  it  was  entering  upon  a  very  solenni  enterprise.  At  leni^th 
they  approached  a  decisi\e  i)oint;  tlicy  appointetl  a  commit- 
tee to  "discourse"  JMr.  Samuel  Moody.  A  si^ecial  meeting 
was  summoned  to  hear  their  report,  which  was  that  the  commit- 
tee had  agreed  with  ]\Ir.  Moody  for  seventy  pounds  (in  nujney) 
per  year;  he  linding  himself  "  housing  ami  all  other  conveniences 
at  his  own  charge."  This  repcu't  was  signed  by  Ilobert  Elliot, 
Elias.  Stileman  and  Sliadrach  AValton.  It  was  ratilied  by  the 
meeting  after  tlie  followiiig  manner:  "  Kead  the  above  r(,'turn  at 
this  general  town  meeting  and  put  it  to  vote;  it  is  consented  io 
and  agreed  ui)on  that  accd.  to  ye  abo\e  agreement  made  by  Mr. 
Kobt.  Elliot,  Maj.  Elias  Stilenuui  and  Capt.  Shadrach  AValtcm. 
the  town  will  pay  Mr.  Sam.  Moody  seventy  pounds  each  year  he 
stayeth  here  settled  minister,  and  tliat  his  answer  is  satisfactory 
to  the  town — and  is  settled  nnnister  foi'  this  town  during  Jiis 
abode  here  in  the  ministry."  Somewhat  tautological,  truly,  is 
the  style  of  Francis  Tucker,  our  honorable  town  clerk  for  1(!04; 
but  it  was  new  business  and  he  had  not  got  his  hand  in.  Evi- 
dently the  glory  of  a  new^  town,  and  the  dignity  of  a  settled 
ministry,  were  too  nmch  for  his  quill,  'f  he  e\  idence,  howe\'er,  is 
what  has  an  important  bearing;  it  proves  a  settled  ministry  in 
one  year  after  the  incorporation  t)f  the  town;  antl  Mr.  ]\[oody 
continued  in  it  nine  years,  or  until  170.'],  the  date  of  Mr.  Emer- 
son's settlement.  This  I  find  shown  by  the  record,  that  in  170:5 
Mr.  ]\Ioody  l)egan  to  conqdain  of  arrears  of  salary.  The  tow  n 
voted  to  pay  him  the  debt  in  money;  and,  in  future,  part  money 
and  part  provisions.  But  it  is  possible  Mr.  Moody  did  not  accei)t 
this  compromise,  or  actual  reduction  of  his  stipend,  as  his  labors 
here  came  to  an  end  in  the  same  year. 

It  may  be  useful  to  put  on  record  the  few  knowm  facts  con- 
cerning Rev.  Samuel  Moody.  He  was  the  son  of  Rev.  Joshua 
Moody;  was  graduated  at  Harvard  College  in  1G80,  in  the  same 
class  with  John  Emerson,  his  immediate  successor  in  ihxi  New 
Castle  cluu'ch.  After  h'a\'iiig  Inn  he  preaclnsd  at  the  Isles  o I' 
Shoals,  and  then  entered  the  ai-my  as  an  Indian  lighter,  a  taste  for 
which  he  had  perhaps  iml)ibed  while  in  New  Castle,  from  his 
friends,  Maj.  Stileman  and  Cai)t.  Walton,  both  of  whom  wei'e 
famous  soldiers  in  their  day,  and  chief  men  of  Fort  WUliam  and 
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Mary.  Moody  became  a  major  in  tlie  kins^'s  colonial  forces,  and 
-was  stationed  in  New  FountUand,  (Jasco,  and  linally  Falnunitli 
(now  Portland)  where  he  died  in  1729.  Two  sons  were  born  to 
him  Avhile  he  was  minister  of  the  New  Castle  churcli,  Joslina  and 
Samuel;  the  former  graduated  at  Harvard  College  in  171G;  the 
latter  in  1718,  in  the  same  class  witli  Theodore  Atkinson,  a  native 
of  New  Castle. 

I  haA'e  now  shown  that  there  was  a  settled  minister  in  New 
Castle  nine  years  before  Emerson's  time.  There  are  other 
documents  to  sliow  a  much  earlier  date  for  this  church.  The 
ininntes  of  the  (ieneral  Association  of  New  Hampshire  (Congre- 
gational) give  the  date  of  ir)71  for  tlie  organization  of  a  church 
in  Ne\v  Castle.  1  (h>  not  know  the  source  of  their  autliority. 
Tlie  d;Ue  is  i)r()))al)ly  C(m founded  with  that  of  PortsiMoutii. 
But  tlu-re  are  i)ro<jfs  in  our  oldest  town  records  of  a  church 
long  before  1(571.  Here  is  a  sigiiitieant  exti'act,  from  the 
record  of  the  lirst  town-meeting  under  the  charter;  the  date  is 
tlie  2()th  December,  1(;,*)3:  It  was  cnlled  to  be  held  "in  ye 
meeting-house. ;  to  agree  with  a  minister  and  discourse  otlier 
things  necessary  for  the  town's  benelit."  There  was,  then,  a 
meeting-house  in  1(;93;  in  IGUf  a  vote  \vas  passed  ordering 
"  a  gallery  to  l)e  made  in  the  lattermost  end  of  ye  meeting-house 
foi- tlie  women  to  sit  in."  This  conlirms  the  fact  of  its  exist- 
ence. But  the  evidence  of  its  age  is  shown  by  tlie  record  of  tlie 
year  1701,  in  regard  to  a  new  one.  Theodore  .Atkinson,  the  lirst 
of  that  nnme  in  New  Castle,  was,  by  a  vote  of  the  town, 
"  t'liiployed  in  getting  the  meeting-house  now  fnuiuMl,  or  near 
franieil,  raised,  enclosed,  llo(n\'tl,  the  jjulpit  and  <loors,  ami 

gla/eil,  shingled  and  clai)boarde(l."  And  August  2'Jd,  ]7()(), 
"voted,  tjnit  Mr.  Joseph  Simpson  lay  out  50s  in  glazing  yc  iieNV 
meeting-house,  being  so  much  money  due  to  ye  town  from  said 
Simpson  for  ye  frame  of  ye  old  luecthig-house  and  what  hi^ards 
was  to  it."  There  was  then  a  church  building  at  the  time  of  the 
incorporation  of  tlie  town,  1(503,  already  so  old  as  lo  i  cMiuire  at 
that  date  repairs,  and  soon  after  was  gi\'en  up  and  sold  lor  r)().s, 
and  a  new  one  built.  JjuI  we  can  f>>lio\\  ,  by  help  of  the  recoivls, 
and  the  ))oolv  called  "  Litliobolia,"  from  whic;h  1  ha\ c  i)reviou>ly 
(juoted  in  the  account  of  the  "  slone-tlirowing  de\  il,"  the  line  of 
New  Castle  clergymen,  as  far  baek  as  1(582. 

Bev.  Benjamin  Woodin-idge  is  ciled  in  "  J/ithobolia"  as  a  wit- 
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ness  to  tlie  events  narrated  in  that  book.  Nonv,  as  he  was  preaeli- 
mil,  here,  aeconling  to  our  toNvn  reeords,  from  Deeemher,  IGO;),  to 
Octolx-r,  K/j  I,  and  on  the  Litter  date  liis  adviee  was  asked  by  tlic 
town  in  the  elioiee  of  a  new  niinistcr,  it  is  prol)al>k'  that  he  Avas 
here  at  k'ast  from  the  date  of  the  '•  stone-tin-owing  devil,"  lc;82, 
to  the  settlement  of  IMr.  ^Moody  in  IGUG.* 

Farther  baek  than  1GS2  there  is  nothinj^-  but  tradition  to  follow. 
This  s[)eaks  of  a  Rev.  Robert  Jourtlan  as  a  nnnister  here,  in  the 
earliest  settlement  of  the  islaml.  He  was  born  in  England,  and 
edueated  for  the  E^jiseopal  ehureh.  Tlie  lirst  notiee  of  liim  in 
this  country  is  in  1(140,  at  Cape  Klii:al)eth,  ]\Ie.  A^'ry  soon  after 
that  he  iemo\  ed  to  New  Castle,  \N  here  he  died,  ])etween  January 
and  July,  lOTO.  One  of  his  sons  married  a  daughter  of  Klias 
Sf.leman,  eai)tain  of  the  fort.  Such  are  the  few  known  facts; 
from  >vhich  tlie  i)resum[)ti()n  is  that  lie  >vas  the  incuml)ent  of  the 
New  Castle  church  at  its  f(nnidation,  and  continued  as  long  as  it 
was  siillered  U)  renuiin  under  Ei)iscopal  forms,  'J'he  ol)scurity 
concerning  him  may  l)e  due  to  natural  circumstances;  but  as  the 
Puritan  hand  is  seen  in  the  ccrtiticate  of  his  mercenary  character, 
it  is  likely  his  memory,  in  connection  with  this  church,  was  sui)- 
l)resse(l.  The  ledge  on  which  Walbach  Tower  stands  was  kncnvn 
as  Jourdan's  Rocks;  and  near  b_v,  in  the  enclosure  of  Eort  Con- 
stitution, \\'as  his  house,  and  there  he  a\  as  l)uried,  as  well  as 
many  otliers  of  the  early  inhal)itaiits  of  iS'ew  Casile.  The  name 
of  Jiol)ert  Joiirdan  api)ears  among  the  ])etiti(mers  for  a  town 
charter;  and  he  was,  no  doubt,  a  descendant  of  the  Rev.  Robert 
Jourdau.  The  family  became  extinct  in  New  Castle  m  the 
beginning  of  tlie  present  century;  the  last  mem])er  of  it  was  the 
widow  of  Nathaniel  Jourdan. 

lint  though  it  is  not,  at  present,  possible  to  tlx  the  dates  in  the 
history  of  the  New  Castle  church  prior  to  about  1080,  the  fact  of 
an  ancient  meeting-house  in  IGOa,  so  old  as  to  make  a  ne^v  one 
necess:ir>'.  permits  ns  to  conjecture  that  it  >\  as  built  as  soon  as 
the  place  had  a  small  population ;  that  is,  ))etween  K!30  and  KVIO. 
And  the  natural  explanation  of  the  language  of  the  various 
petitions  iov  a  township,  which  all  allirm  the  dilliculties  of 


*Tlii.s  Benjamin  Woodbrid^'c  i.s  of  ;i  littlu  interest,  ns  tlie  nopliew  of  tl  at 
minister,  of  tlie  Bunie  name,  who  Iicada  llio  iiat  of  the  liibt  class  of  Harvard 
College,  in  ItU'J. 
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attending  meeting  in  Portsmonth  and  the  desire  for  a  clmrch  of 
their  own,  is  tliis  :  the  earl}'  settlers  in  New  Castle  Avere  of  the 
English  clnireli;  as  soon  as  they  were  able  they  bnilt  a  house  of 
worship,  and  had  such  clergymen  as  (;oul(l  be  obtained  from  time 
to  time,  of  their  own  faith.  This,  I  may  say  in  passing,  Avas  the 
situation  in  general,  in  the  begimiing  of  this  Province;  and 
there  were  several  Church  of  England  clergymen  here,  whose 
history  is  well  known. 

Then,  from  various  causes,  chielly  the  authority  and  i)Ower  of 
the  JNIassachusetts  liay  colonists,  to  Avhom  this  Province  early 
submitted,  the  forms  of  faith  became  changed;  and  A\here  they 
did  not,  the  English  church  service  became  dillicult  to  hold,  if 
not  dangerc)us.  The  Puritans  became  dominant  in  Portsmouth 
and  established  a  church  there.  Portsmouth  also  began  to 
increase  in  populati(m ;  trade,  which  form(;rly  centered  at  New 
Castle,  moved  ui)  the  river,  linding  P<)rtsmouth  a  more  couN  enient 
situation;  and,  though  New  Castle  remained  the  seat  of  the  ci\  il, 
ami  the  strcmghold  of  the  military,  i)ower,  she  gradually  lost  her 
importance  and  the  church  declined.  Its  pulpit  was  occui)ied 
irregularly.  Very  likely  the  I'eliglous  symi)athies  of  the  i>eople 
grew  more;  and  more  in  harmony  \\  ith  those  of  the  J\I;issachus(  t ts 
colonists,  as  it  is  certain  their  i)olilic;d  oi)ini(ms  did.  When 
ther(;  Avas  no  minister  in  New  Casth;,  the  peo[)le  went  to  the 
Portsmouth  church;  l)ut  this  led,  on  account  of  the  distance  and 
etlbrt  requiretl  to  get  there,  to  considerable  laxity  in  morals  and 
religion.  Moreover,  they  began  to  be  taxed  for  the  support  of 
the  Portsmcnith  church,  for  something  of  which  they  did  not 
receive  the  full  l)enetit,  and  which  they  preferred  to  i)ay  at 
liome,  as  they  had  been  accustomed  to  do,  though,  as  I  ha\  e  said, 
irreguhirly,  and  probal)ly  volunt:u-ily.  This  is  very  clear,  by 
the  documents  of  the  second  volume  of  the  New  Ilampshii'c 
Provincial  Papers,  whei-e  we  read  that  when  the  Provincial 
Council  called  upon  the  Portsmouth  selectmen  to  appear  l)efore 
them  to  answer  the  ijetition  of  the  inha))itants  of  (Ireat  Island 
for  a  township,  the  Council  asked  them  ])y  what  right  they  had 
assessed  a  tax  on  tin;  citizens  of  said  island.  The  whole  impli- 
cation of  tlu!  documents  is  that  tliere  Avas  no  such  right,  and 
that  it  was  a  new  thing.  And  tiiis  attempt  to  assess  Great 
Island  was  a  primary,  mo\  ing  cause  oC  the  i-e(pu.'st  to  he  made 
into  a  separate  town;  \\hich,  being  granted,  no  other  i  fiango 
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took  place  ill  the  religious  affairs  of  the  island  than  tlie  regular 
settlement  of  a  minister  at  a  lixed  salar}  ,  to  be  raised  by  legal 
assessment.  Throughout  tlie  whole  period  covered  by  the 
petitions,  some  ten  or  tweh  e  years  (from  1G82  to  1G93)  theri; 
Avas  not  only  a  minister  here,  but  a  church,  whose  histcn-y  it  is 
at  present  impossible  to  trace  clearly,  }  et  whose  age  in  ]i;93,  so 
great  as  to  reciuire  repairs  and  soon  after  pulling  down  and 
building  anew,  is  a  vivid  evidence  of  the  antitiuity  of  New 
Castle.  The  truth  is,  there  is  a  period  in  its  alfairs  of  al)out  one 
generation,  from  IGoO  to  1G9;'>,  when  its  history  is  too  obscure  to 
be  accurately  followed ;  but,  to  some  extent,  may  be  fairly 
inferred. 

I  have  now  given  a  cautious  outline  of  it,  so  far  as  it  concerns 
the  lilslory  of  the  church. 

The  (irst  church  building  stood  near  to  what  is  now  tlie  outer 
entrance  of  Foi't  ('onstilution.*  All  the  early  dwellings  were 
grouped  about  the  fort;J)nt  all  traces  of  them  have  been  obliter- 
ated long  since,  by  the  enlargements,  from  age  to  age,  of  the 
fort  and  its  enclosures. 

I  shall  now  sketch  briefly  the  remaining  annals  of  the  Congre- 
gational church.  On  the  24th  IMay,  1703,  Jiev.  John  Emerson 
was  invited  by  the  town  to  l)ecome  its  minister,  at  a  salary  of 
£G5,  "  besides  the  contributions  of  strangers."  The  town  also 
promised  to  build  a  i)arsonage,  but  put  it  olf  from  time  to  time. 
During  JNIr.  Emerson's  ministry,  however,  a  new  church  w^as 
comiilcted.  Its  site  was  directly  in  front  of  the  present  build- 
ing. Mr.  Emerson  often  reminded  the  people  of  their  i)romiso 
to  buihl  him  a  parsonage;  many  town-nu'etings  were  called  to 
consider  the  matter,  always  ending  in  a  vote  to  build;  but  votes 
did  not  then  suHice  to  begin  it  even;  at  last,  Mr.  Emerson  lind- 
ing  his  house  too  inconvenient  and  his  salary  too  small,  called 
the  people  together  and  informed  them  that  he  found  the  ayre" 
not  agreeable  to  his  "thin  constitution,"  and  that  it  would  be 
absolutely  necessary  for  him  to  move  farther  away  from  the  sea. 
Accordingly,  he  removed  to  that  distant,  inland  town,  ]*()rts- 
mouth  !  While  settled  in  New  Castle  he  visited  England,  spent 
some  time  in  London,  and  became  a  favorite  at  c(uut,  being 
much  noticed  by  Queene  Anne  for  his  beauty  —  of  which  the 


*T,h(:  •radilion  is  that  it  was  buill  by  Uli  irk-s  I. 
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reader  inaj''  form  some  opinion  from  our  copy  of  liis  portrait.* 
Tliroiigli  lier  admiration  for  ^Nlr.  Kmerson,  <2uceii  Amu.'  became 
a  patron  of  liis  clmrcli  at  New  Ca?rille,  and  sent  IriMinent  .uifts  U) 
it.  He  Avas  dismissed  from  tlic  chnrcli  in  1712,  and  in  1715 
installed  over  tlie  South  rari>,h  of  l\)rtsni()nlii.  Mr.  Kmcrson 
was  a  mitive  of  Gloucester,  Mass.,  and  a  iiraduale  of  Harvard 
College  in  1GS9,  at  nineteen  years  old.  How  dlil  he  hai)[)on  to 
C(mie  to  New  Castle  ?  One  of  his  classmates,  Sanmel  Moody, 
was  from  here,  and  class  associations  have  something  to  do  with 
tlic  distribution  of  members;  then  he  owned  some  landed 
property  in  New  C-astle,  bought  of  his  father,  ^^  ho  \\  as  the 
guardian  of  Nathaniel  Martin  of  tliis  town.  r>y  .such  slight 
circumstances,  doul)tless,  he  becami;  connected  with  tlie  i)lace, 
and  they  led  to  his  settlement  as  its  minister.  He  ]>reached  in 
Portsmouth  until  his  death,  in  17;)2 ;  the  chin'ch  there  increased 
greatly  in  his  time.  Earthquakes  liave  their  uses,  their  bright 
side;  that  of  1727  added  forty  members  at  once  to  his  church. 

As  soon  as  Mr.  Emerson  lunl  been  dismissed  ivom  the  New 
Castle  church,  the  town  made  an  application  to  the  President  of 
Har\'ard  College,  John  Leverett,  foi"  a  suitable  minister  for  the 
place.  He  reconnnended  one  John  Tnck.  lint  for  some  reason 
not  now  clear,  the  town  ilitl  not  take  him.  \W\.  "William 
Shurtlelf  was  the  successful  candidate,  and  Avas  installed  in 
1712;  and  it  was  voted  "  that  Mr.  Sinn-tlell'  should  have  f(i5  per 
year  for  his  annual  sahuy  during  ye  time  he  lives  single ;  Init 
when  his  fannly  increases  ])y  marriage  he  shall  have  £80  i)er 
year."  Now,  we  had  in  New  Castle  at  that  period  our  inci[nent 
aristocracy,  made  up,  as  usual,  of  grocers,  lish-dealers  and  inn- 
keepers, at  the  head  of  whicli  stood  the  Atkinson  family,  w 
wrot(;  th(,'ir  name  w  \i\\.  iwo  t's,  and  inany  l)eautiful  nourishes, 
and  doubtless  wanted  it  accented  on  the  last  syllable.  Mary 
Atkinson  was  the  daughter  of  the  house,  and,  I  coujectnre, 
engaged  to  IVIr.  Shurllelf,  and  the  secret  of  liis  call  and  settle- 
ment, and  of  the  vote  given  above,  in  regard  to  increase  of 
sahuy  on  increase  of  faniily.  At  any  rate,  tlu;  heiress  and  beauty 
of  the  town  mai'ried,  according  to  llie  custom  still  maintained 
at  this  end  of  New  Hami)s]iire,  tin-  young  and  rising  nunistt.-r, 

*Tho  painter  of  this  portrait  is  uiiliiiowu  ;  but  was  prubably  one  of  tlio  Court 
artists  of  Queen  Anne. 
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Her  wealth  and  l)eaijty  Avere  llioiiuht  none  too  much  for  the 
saintly  Mv.  Shurtlell",  although  she  can'ied  her  head  pretty  high 
and  lier  temper  was  not  the  sweetest.  Tliere  is  good  ground  lor 
believing  the  new  minister  soon  regretted  his  (hiys  of  single 
blessedness  and  iUf),  espcieially  Avhen  he  found,  just  as  llie  Sab- 
bath bell  was  on  the  last  strol^es,  and  tlie  last  sentence;  written, 
that  his  stucly  door  was  fast,  and  no  way  out  except  by  climbing; 
or,  when  he  tasted  his  broiled  nuickerel  peppered  with  his  own 
snuti'.  It  was  enough  to  try  a  saint,  and  his  reputation  for 
meekness  and  i)atience,  already  great,  was  much  increased  in 
the  i)arish.  I'eople  smiled  a  little,  ljut  took  si(l(;s,  of  course, 
Willi  tlie  [)arson ;  and  it  gave  a  i)oint  to  his  sermons,  especially 
those  on  the  Ueatitudes.  Jn  tint  dim  old  chronicles,  methinks  I 
faintly  recognize  that  modern  ai)ology,  inccjmpatibility  —  the 
saintly,  studious  clerk,  yoked  to  tlie  handsome  and  lively  girl. 
Your  sinner  is  the  better  man  for  ))eautiful  women.  However, 
Rlary  Atkinson  grew  soberer  with  years;  and  uiieii  her  husband 
was  called  to  roilsmouth  - — it  was  the  customary  way  in  those 
days,  to  iledge  your  ministerial  wing  at  New  Castle,  and  then  get 
a  call  to  rortsmouth  — nothing  more  is  heard  of  her  giddy  man- 
ners. (Jne  can  imagine  the  linal  suppi'ession  of  her  nature  in  the 
formal  and  freezing  air  of  tliat  in,'igiil)orho(jd.  She  becpieathed  an 
elegant  silver  tankard,  to  be  ti'ansmilted  to  her  husband's  suc- 
cessors in  the  South  Tarisli;  and  it  is  still  passed  to  each  new 
incumbent,  rerhaps  she  intendi-d  it  as  a  token  oil  reconciliation, 
a  lo\  ing-cui).  J.et  us  think  so,  and  drink  from  it  to  the  memory 
of  the  proud  and  handsome  lieii'css  of  New  Castle.  Those  Avho 
prefer  sermons  can  Ihid  several  of  ]Mr.  Sliurtlelf's  extant.  He 
was  a  graduate  of  HarN  ard  College  in  1707,  and  died,  1747.  He 
remained  minister  at  New  Castle  about  twenty-one  years,  and 
succeeded  Mr.  I'hnerson  in  Portsmouth,  as  he  did  in  New  Castle. 
Near  the  middle  [)eriod  of  his  term  in  this  town,  1720,  his  salary 
was  increased  to  £100.  The  vote  reads:  "That  Mr.  Shurtletf 
have  £20  per  annum  added  to  his  salary,  to  nnikc  uj)  the  sum  of 
£100  i)er  annum,  &  so  de  anno  in  annam  during  his  life."  Kight 
citizens  i)ublicly  protested  against  this  increase  of  salary.  Tos- 
si)>ly,  the  "  i)er  annnms  "  and  "  <l<  (tuno  in  aiuiain,'"  i)uzzled  tlieir 
simple  minds.  The  A'otc;  has  a  generous  sounil ;  and,  indeed,  was 
the  largest  sum  ever  Noted  any  minister  of  New  Castle,  Ixd'oro 
or  since.    During  Mr.  Shurtletf's  ministry,  the  town,  having 
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often  (ILscusscd  the  buildiiii;  of  a  parsonage,  at  length  bought  a 
house  for  that  purpost;,  for  £'S0.  It  is  no  h)nii('r  in  existence;  it 
stood  nearly  opposite  the  ehurcli,  and  the  well  l)ehniiiinu-  to  it 
is  still  in  use;  it  is  known  as  tlie  ' •  i)arsonaiic  a\(.-11,"  and  is  a 
neighborhood  property,  where  folks  get  a  Imeket  of  water  and 
as  nuicli  gossip  as  they  can  carry  home. 

The  next  minister  of  the  t(jwn  was  the  liev.  John  lilnnt,  born 
in  AndoN'er,  Mass.,  and  a  graduate  (d"  Harvard  College,  in  the 
large  and  distinguished  class  of  17U7.  He  was  ordained  here 
December  20th,  1732,  and  remained  pastcn-  of  the  chureh  until 
liis  death,  August  7th,  1718.  Jle  did  not  live  long  enough  to 
recei\  e  the  usual  call  to  Poi-tsniouth,  l)ut  hnig  enough  to  ])eeome 
much  endeared  to  the  [)eople  of  New  Castle.  l*erhaps  there  was 
never  a  more  excellent  pastor,  or  more  useful  citizen  in  the 
history  of  the  town.  During  his  ministry  there  was  a  re\  i\  al  of 
religion,  in  whicli  forty  mem1)ers  were  added  U)  the  church. 
Like  his  predecessor,  he  married  into  a  notable  family,  Avhose 
name  has  ))een  hoiioral)ly  associated  with  New  Castle  from  a!)Out 
1700  to  the  present  tinu,-,  the  Frosts.  Madam  Saiah  lUunt,  ^-o 
she  was  always  called  after  her  marriage,  was  the  tlaughter  (jf 
li(ni.  John  D'rost,  member  of  His  Majt'sty's  Council,  and  com- 
mander, for  a  peri(Kl,  of  a  llriti>h  man-of-war.  His  \\ife  was 
ISiary  Tepperell,  sister  to  Sir  ^ViHiam.  The  daitghters  of  this 
family  were  celebrated  for  their  amiability  and  intelligence. 
One  died  in  the  splentlor  of  early  womanhood.  Some  member 
of  the  fanuly,  I  suspect  Madam  Sarah  Blunt  herself,  wrote 
excellent  poetry.  Two  sspecimens  are  extant ;  ami  though  of  the 
gravestone  order,  are  so  nuicli  beyond  its  usual  tpudity,  that  1 
mast  not  pass  them  by,  especially  as  they  were  inscribed  on 
monuments  once  on  New  Castle  graves.  The  lirst  is  in  memory 
of  the  young  lady  above  mentioned,  Abagail  Frost. 

ReleaBcd  from  cares,  at  rest  hIu?  lies, 
"Where  peaceful  eluinberH  cIomc  lur  e3'e9. 
ller  faith  all  trial-s  did  endure, 
Like  a  Btroiig  pillar,  linn  and  sure. 
Did  adverse  windu  tempestuous  roll, 
Tlono  Avas  the  aiulior  of  In  i-  .-oul. 
AVc,  by  the  olive  in  her  hand, 
III  r  peaceful  end  may  understand  ; 
And  by  the  coronet  is  whown, 
Virtue,  at  la.st,  bhall  wear  the  crown." 
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Tlio  second  is  in  lionor  of  IJev.  John  Blnnt,  the  snl)je'C't  of  the 
foregoing-  sketcli,  the  fonrth  ch'rgyman  of  New  CastU-,  \vlio 
married  the  sister  of  Abiigail  Frost,  and  died  August  7lh,  174c<, 
aged  42. 

"Soft  is  the  sleep  of  saints;  in  peace  they  lie; 

Thej'  rest  in  silence,  but  tliey  never  die; 

From  these  dark  i^raves,  their  flesh  retiued  Hhall  rise, 

And  ill  immortal  bloom  ascend  the  sLies. 

Thea  sh  ill  thine  ej  es,  dear  Lhint,  thine  hands,  thy  tongue, 

In  nicer  harmony  each  nu  inlicr  slruiii^ —  % 

licjiiinc  tlieir  warm  dcNotimi,  and  adoi-e 

Him,  in  w  hose  service,  liie^'  were  Joined  before." 

ITpon  his  death,  the  town  voted  to  continue  his  sahiry  to  Madam 
BUmt  for  nine  months,  tmd  ajjpropriated  fort}'  (h)Uars  ti)\vard 
liis  funeral  exi)enses;  enouuh  t  >  co\'er  cliarges  for  collin,  riniis, 
gk)\es,  rum  and  i)ipes.  Tobacco  you  >vere  expected  to  bring 
yourself.  The;  funeral  baked  meats  were  tilso  paid  for  by  the 
town.    The  items  are  curious  — 

"  A  barrel  of  Cider,    .    .  .....  £.') 

A  dozen  of  Cabbages,  \  liis 

A  Inishel  (jf  Turnii)s,  1  " 

The  people  contributed  to  tiie  dinner  as  avcU,  sending  all  sorts 
of  dainties,  as  to  a  picnic.  \{c\.  .John  Jilunt  had  six  ciiihlren, 
three  daughters  and  tlu'ce  sons,  most  of  whom  mai-ried,  and  had 
l)etween  them  al)()ut  forty  children,  wiio  ke])t  on  multiply ing  in 
the  same  ratio,  initil,  had  they  all  remained  in  Xrw  Casth-,  the 
little  island  could  have  contained  nobody  else.  But  they  spread 
abroad,  and  adorned  other  ])arts  of  our  country;  for  the  fannly, 
AN  hose  origin  was  in  New  Castle,  mnnbers  among  its  I'eprcsenta- 
ti\es  many  distinguished  men.  John  Hlinit,  lioweAcr,  the  third 
son  of  the  New  Castle  clergyman,  rt-mained  here,  iuid  \\  as  a  siiii)- 
master  and  farmer.  lie  had  six  sons  and  three  daughters,  lie 
taught  these  six  sons,  and  oiu'  other  boy,  Thomas  E.  01i\  er,  na\  i- 
gation,  in  liis  own  house,  and  evt;ry  one  of  them  became  masit  is 
of  vessels.  The  father  was  a  short,  stout  man,  and  very  enipiiatic. 
in  all  his  Avays.  lb;  was  a  slcrn  belie\'er  in  C!al\-inism  and 
tile  Jxevolution,  and  made  good  iiis  faith  with  liis  loud  and 
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triimix't  voice.  lie  was  a  dele^ale  from  New  Castle  to  the  tirst 
asseinl)ly  called  at  Kxeter,  in  the  ]{e\  ()hition.  When  his  last  son 
was  hoi'u  h(!  took  him  in  due  lime  to  he  christened,  to  the  Ne\v 
Castle  ( 'liurch,  then  under  tilt- clKU'i;e  of  Kev.  Steiilu  ii  Cluise,  a 
Tory  in  his  sympathies.  The  ( 'ai)tain  had  (h'cidetl  on  tlu;  name 
William  for  his  ucw  boy;  but  the  i)reac]u'r  i)ointed  his  oi)inion 
ol"  the  i-e\ olut ionary  temh'nries  ol'  the  time,  by  a  sermon  anainst 
Cromwell,  just  as  l.e  meant  New  Casthi  sinners  >\  hen  lie 
reproached  the  Jews.  'J'he  sermon  encU'd,  the  child  was  handed 
up.  "AVhat  is  the  name?"  A\hispered  the  uiinister.  ••Oliver 
Cromwell."  '-What  did  you  say?"  'Oi.nKn  ( 'itOM well," 
thundered  the  old  Captain,  brinuin;;  down  his  cane  till  the  chiii-cli 
rimi;-.'''  The  sipiare  i»e\\  s\\  ei-e  sliocked  ;  1h<'  sides  and  ;j;alleries 
tittered.  ;ind  the  town  was  ail  nuoi;'  i'or  weeks  after.  'IMiis 
incident  haiipt'ued  in  tlie  s;inie  year  that  the  J'ort  was  captiu'cd 
by  the  JSons  of  Libei'ly  ;  and  one  can  imauine  New  Castle  as  not 
■wantini;,-  in  excitements  during'  those  months.  One  of  my  friends 
has  taken  Captain  lilunt  and  his  little  Cromw  ellian,  as  the  subject 
of  a  Kourth-of-July  ode;  and  I  trust  the  ])ublic  will  come  to 
hear  it  in  ls;);5,  Avhen  New  Castle  i)i'(^i>oses  to  celel)i'ate  the  two 
hundredth  ainmi vcrsary  of  its  incorporation. 

The  successor  of  lilunt,  in  the  New  Castle  i)arish,  was  Rev. 
David  l\ol)inson,  a  mUi\e  of  Stratham,  N.  II.,  and  ^uraduate  of 
Harvard  College  in  IT.'Js.  He  ^^  as  oi'dained  in  less  than  three 
months  alter  the  death  of  lUunt;  the  date  is  No\'eml)er, 
17fS,  and  he  died  Ncnember  Isth,  17f'J,  Inuiny,-  been  ])astor  of 
the  church  a  little  less  than  <jne  year.  I  lind  no  record  concern- 
init'  his  uiinistry,  sa\e  this:  It  Avas  Aoted  that  he  should  ha\'e 
'•one  hundred  and  forty  ounces  of  silver,  at  206- per  ounce,  to 
))e  paid  in  bills  of  public  credit  —  the  use  of  the  whole  parsoii- 
ai;e  as  dwellin<^  hoiLse,  gardens,  barns,  pastures,  meadows,  and 
whalso(w't'r  hath  been  given  to  the  ministry,  or  set  apart  for  the 
uiinistei''s  usi'  in  this  Parish;  also  the  contributions  of  strangers 
on  the  Sai)balh  days."  The  salary  was  the  usual  one;  although 
it  represents  fJl  10,  it  nnist  be  divided  by  two  \o  give  the  actual 
value  of  bills  of  credit  of  the  period  The  i)arst)nage  house 
Avas  a  large  two-storie(l  building,  and  the  alhw\-ance  of  the 
whole  of  it  to  lU)))inson  seems  to  imply  that  it  was  not  always 
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customary,  and  that  prohabl}'^  the  new  minister  had  a  large 
family.  By  this  date,  the  lands  attached  to  the  ollice  had  lirowu 
to  be  (inite  a  little  farm.  There  was  ground  around  tlie  cliureh 
and  the  parsonage  houjse,  and  as  mucli  as  twehe  acres  in  the 
quarter  called  by  the  natives,  Outalomj.  One  other  i)er(iuisite 
must  be  here  noticed,  the  contiibutions  of  strangers.  This  was 
never  large,  but  it  was  usually  in  cash;  and  something  cer- 
tainly and  regularly  to  be  counted  on,  for  Avhate\'L'r  strangers 
came  into  the  Province,  or  passed  tlirough,  quarteied  or  rendez- 
voused in  New  Castle.  This,  I  think,  is  clear,  from  the  large 
number  of  inns  always  kept  liere.  In  addition,  there  were  more 
or  less  vessels  always  at  anchor  in  the  harbor,  Avhose  olHcers  and 
men  came  ashore  on  Sunday,  and  the  tythingmen  looked  sharp 
that  they  did  not  spend  the  sermon  time  at  the  iims.  Tlie 
officers  and  soldiers  at  the  Foi't  might  be  also  counted  among 
the  cash  contributors  to  the  i)arson's  Sunday  collection;  so  that 
we  nuist  conclude  his  ollice  more  lucrati\'e  than  any  other  in  the 
Pro^'ince  for  many  years,  and  his  nominal  salar}'  onl\'  a  fractiuii 
of  his  real  income.* 

Of  tlie  next  j)astor,  liev.  Stephen  Chase,  there  is  little  to 
record,  save  dates  and  the  aneccU^te  already  given,  which  shows 
that  some  New  England  clei'gymen  were  Tories.  ]\Ir.  Chase  was 
born  in  Newbury,  Mass.,  and  graduatetl  at  Harvard  College,  1728. 
He  was  fifty  years  of  age  when  installed  over  the  New  Castle 
church,  in  1750,  antl  remained  its  i)astor  iur  twenty-two  years, 
or  until  his  death.  It  ap[)ears  that  for  seven  years,  that  is,  from 
the  death  of  Kobinson  to  the  settlement  of  Chase,  the  church 
was  without  a  minister:  and  that  on  the  death  of  the  latter  there 
was  another  interregninn  of  six  years.  The  probable  explana- 
tion of  these  vacant  periods,  is  the  disturbed  condition  of  the 
countiy,  which  was  more  innnediately  and  severely  felt  here 
than  elsewhere  in  New  Hampshire. 

In  1784,  Kev.  Oliver  No))le  undertook  the  pastoral  office;  and, 
I  think,  remained  in  it  until  his  (U^ath,  in  171)2.  In  Mr.  Noble  W(^ 
have  for  tlie  first  time  connected  with  the  church  or  town,  a 
graduate  of  Yale  College.    lit  was  of  the  class  of  1757. 

*  I  find  that  the  cliuroLi  often  liad  an  aijpropriatioii  from  the  J^rovince,  on 
account  of  the  soUHcra  at  the  fort  attending  it.  Altogctlier,  it  evidently  Avaa 
looliod  upon  not  as  a  local  interest,  hut  as  the  little  St.  Peter's  of  tlio  countiy, 
to  whose  support  the  faithtul  of  alJ  parts  were  expected  to  contrihute. 
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Wc  luivc  now  readied  the  lust  name  iii,sci'il)etl  on  the  inai-))le 

tablet  ])lacetl,  in  1852,  in  the  front  panel  of  the  New  Castle 

pulpit.    There  are  six  names  in  all;  the  al)sence  of  three  other 

names  l>clonnini^-  there,  —  ivroody,  Wooclbri(li>e  and  Jourdaii, — 

all  preeeding-  liev.  John  Emerson  in  1703,  can  now  ]>e  accoiuited 

for  from  the  faet  that  when  the  tablet  was  ereeted  the  town 

« 

records  had  not  been  recovered,  and  the  eai'liest  liistory  of  New 
Castle  was  unknown  except  by  faint  traditions. 

After  1792,  the  church  bey,an  to  languish,  and  there  was  no 
settled  ministry.  In  my  narrative  of  the  life  of  lienjamin 
Ivandall  and  his  founding-  of  the  Free  Will  ]iai)tist  sect,  I  have 
si)oken  of  the  di^•ision  that  came  in  the  old  chui-ch,  in  coiist- 
quence  of  that  moN  ement.  That  \N'as  one  ot  the  reasons  of  the 
decay  of  this  ancient  and  Aeneral)le  church.  By  1821,  it  ^vas 
reduced  to  a  "  visibility"  of  one  member,  Avhose  name  has  been 
handed  down  to  us, — Mrs.  Mehitable  AVhite,  wittow  of  Capt. 
Robert  White,  and  descended  from  the  Sheafes. 

Not  only  had  the  spiritual  body  of  the  church  become  almost 
extinct,  but  its  earthly  taljernacle  was  falling  to  ruins.  In  182S, 
the  ancient  church,  full  of  the  memories  of  six  ministers  and 
four  generations  of  worshippers,  \vas  taken  down  and  a  new  cme 
begun.  It  was  not,  howcA  er,  linisheil,  until  1835.  In  the  si)ring 
of  that  year  .t  was  dedicated;  Kev.  Dr.  A.  P.  Peabody  delivered 
the  address.  The  subscJiUent  history  of  the  socii't}"  may  l>e 
given  in  a  brief  summary  :  The  pulpit  of  the  new  church  was 
supplied  by,  tirst — liev.  j\Ir.  Norris,  riummer,  and  others,  imtil 
IS'.VJ;  next,  by  a  succession  of  clergymen  reconnnended,  and,  in 
part,  supported  by,  the  New  Hampshire  Missionary  Society,  who 
l)rcached  here  in  the  order  of  their  names:  James  Jlobart, 
Joseph  r.  Tyler,  Jonathan  Ward,  Lucius  Alden,  Mv.  Christie, 
Mr.  Stone,  B.  F.  Grant,  and  Mr.  Williston. 

Of  these  gentlemen,  Rev.  Lucius  Alden  remained  longest,  and 
became  most  identilied  with  the  town.  He  presided  over  the 
church  and  Sunday-school  from  ISIG  to  1872.  He  Avas  a  direct 
descendant  of  John  Alden,  but  never  had  the  luck  to  be  asked  to 
speak  for  himself  by  any  Priscilla,  and  renuiined  steadfastly  bi 
his  hapi)y  freedom,  to  devote  all  his  mind  and  heart  to  this 
people.  He  was  the  most  modest,  gentle  and  reticent  of  men ; 
yet,  in  the  pulpit,  where  he  felt  the  encouraging  presence  of  his 
Master,  and  another  message  than  of  his  own  invention,  his 


NEW  CASTLE 


uiioh;  IjoariiiiJ^  ami  i)resoii(;(!  seemed  lo  be  ehan^ed ;  he  spoke 
with  boUluess,  with  aiilhoi-it y,  and  with  fiilness.  For  the  rest, 
he  went  ainon;:^  his  i)C()ple,  iieN  er  as  a  vilest  or  social  frieiid,  but 
only  ou  errands  of  )K'ne\'olence.  It  n\  as  not  safe  to  s|)eak  dis- 
respectfnlly  of  Parson  Alden,  even  among-  men  \\  ho  never  had 
heard  him  ])reach  in  the  whole  course  (;f  theij-  li\  t;s.  >Such  is  the 
force  of  an  upright,  perfect  cdia racier;  it  commands  \\ithout 
cllbrt,  without  contact,  at  a  ilislam'c;  Ihe  rumor  of  it  e\en,  goes 
to  the  heai'ts  ol"  men.  l*arson  Alden  ^^as,  wilhout  doubt,  the 
last  of  the  I'uritans  ;  he  al)ated  scnnething  of  their  strictness  in 
behalf  of  others,  l>ut  not  iov  himself.  He  changed  his  w  ig  on 
the  Sabbath,  l)Ut  not  his  i;i"in(;iples ;  all  the  \veelc,  undiu-  his 
e\'ery-day  wig,  he  carried  tlu;  same  thoughts,  the  same  conxcrsa- 
tion,  the  same  i)urpose.  In  his  old  age,  and  toward  th(;  close  of 
his  labors  here,  he  grew  to  I'esemble  moi'e  and  more  the  rui'itan 
ligure.  He  >vas  tall,  spare,  \  ery  t'rect,  and  somewhat  j)recise  in 
Ills  movements.  He  loved  the  island  and  its  anticpiities ;  and  he 
"was  here  just  in  season  to  obtain  from  several  very  aged  people, 
facts  and  traditions  reaching  back  almost  to  the  earliest  times, 
of  AN'hich  I  lune  cvery\vhere  in  this  narrative  availed  myself. 
AVliile  he  had  charge  of  the  church,  he  cultivated  a  tlower-gardeii 
in  the  grounds  attached  to  it,  which  guve  pleasure  to  the  passer- 
by, and  caused  him  to  wonder  at  the  unusual  sight.  Ah".  Alden 
was  the  model  of  the  old-fashioned  clergyman,  A\  ise  in  un^vorldly 
^\■isdom,  and,  though  fulliling  a  i)Ul)lic  olllce,  leading  always  a 
retii'ed  iiiid  holy  life.  Jle  \\as  almost  (.•ourlly  in  his  manners,  an 
ohl-schoijl  gentleman,  ajid  he  commanded  that  consideration  and 
respect  w  hich  it  ^vas  natural  for  him  to  bestow  upon  every  human 
being.  This  was  his  most  protitable  example;  and  none  is  more 
needed  in  village  connnunities,  where  a  too  great  familiarity  Is  a 
common  habit,  and  leads  to  many  evils.  His  example,  his  life 
and  character,  T  dare  say,  came  more  nearly  home  to  us  than  his 
sermons,  >\  hich  had  the  remoteness  of  another  age,  and  an  eleva- 
tion which  it  ^vas  in  \'ain  for  us  to  try  to  reach  ^vith<)nt  those 
successi\e  and  more  humble  steps  of  morals,  manners,  and  the 
ordering  of  our  daily  duties  and  com'ersation. 

A  pastor,  however,  who  liad  married  a  whole  generation  of 
New  Castle  lovers,  and  attended  the  funerals  of  three  hundred 
and  forty  of  our  inhal)itants,  might  be  excused  if  he  hjoked  on 
life  from  an  ideal  plane.    But  it  is  a  matter  of  faith  w.ith  me, 
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that  a  man  who  looks  down  fi-oni  an,y  sort  of  lioiglit  teuclies  us 
to  look  up.  This  notice  anouUI  not  be  eoniplcte  unU;ss  I  sliould 
add  tliat  Mv.  Aldcn,  thou^^ii  a  wealthy  man,  lived  alter  the  most 
fruiial  country  stjle;  a  spare  diet,  a  small  attic  room,  few  Ituoks, 
l)hiin  clolhini;-,  witlioutan  incUiluenee  — sa\  e  one  annual  visit  l(j  a 
Saratoua  spring-  for  his  sijccial  distemper  — i^a^  e  liim  tlie  means 
of  contribntini;.-  liljm-ally  to  tlie  ])oor  and  those  charities  in  wliich 
lie  \vas  interested.  His  name  ^^  ill  ]>e  writ  lar^f  in  the  liook  of 
Life.  That,  howcN'cr,  is  not  our  affair;  l)ut  it  should  be  oui's  to 
see  to  it  that  his  name  is  inscril)ed  upon  the  tablet  of  the  New 
Castle  churcli,  ])elow — in  the  onU'r  of  linu",  not  mei-it, —  \]\c 
names  of  his  six  predeeessoi's.  i 

As  lias  been  alri'ady  stated,  the  first  ))uildin.u-  for  religious 
l)urposes  stood  near  the  Fort,  or  Castle,  as  called  in  tlie  o\{\  time. 
Its  date  is  unknown;  its  form  and  size  I  ha\'e  ])een  imabh-  to 
learn  anythiui;'  of.  That  it  luul  at  least  one  i^allery — for 
women,  costing  £3  —  ^ve  knoNV  from  an  \U;u\  in  the  town 
accounts.  There  is  little  (hjubt  it  had  a  bell,  w  hich  \\  as  reino\-ed 
and  hunn-  in  the  l.)elfry  of  the  second  church,  and  auain  to  liiat 
of  the  third.  SeA'cral  items  in  the  town  accounts  for  repairs  on 
tlie  lirst  church  are  i:,iven  ;  amoni;-  them  is  one  ^\■hi(•h  would  be  a 
conundrum  to  those  \\  \\o  had  ne^•er  seen  or  heard  of  our  fore- 
fathers' means  of  liani;in:^  doors,  -with  sti'ap  hinges  of  \ai'ious 
shape's,  th(>  moi-e  elal)oi-ate  l)einid,-  in  the  form  of  the  letter  S; 
this  is  >N  hat  is  meant  in  tlie  ft^llowing-  item  for  1G',)5  : 

"  Tutrn  (if  Xcw  Cai^llc,  Dr. 
To  1  jniir  of  esses  to  hang  ye  meeting-house  door." 

In  regard  to  the  sec(^nd  church,  built  about  1704,  dui'ing  Mr. 
Emerson's  settlement,  I  am  able  to  give  a  more  full  desci'ip- 
lioii.  'J'liere  are  several  persons  still  li\ing  who  renu'inber  it;  in 
particular,  niy  friend,  Capt.  .lolin  V(.nnard,  Avhom  1  introduced 
to  the  reader  in  the  village  store,  and  whose  excellent  portrait 
adorns  this  book.  His  extj'aordinai-y  memory  lias  usually  snp- 
l)ru'd  all  my  missing  links;  and  1  i.  i.i'  this  oppoii uiiily  of 
acknowledgment.    This  ancient  citi/.en  has  pictured  for  me  in 


*  Since  writing  the  above  ^Ii".  Aldeii  lias  ilied,  at  tlie  age  of  i-iglitj'-ciLjlil  years. 
He  gradiiateil  at  IJrowii  Univer.^ity,  1S-.II. 
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€;i|>ital  detail,  not  only  the  ])iiildinn-  itself,  hut  the  spiritual  body 
that  ^\a■^  aecu.^tonii'd  ti>  wur-hip  lln.Tciii.  Tla^ii!  was  niucli  in 
inrci'ioj"  dccorat  iuii^  of  ihu  w  alU  lu  exciUj  iln'  w  uiuUt  and  (  lll•i(>■^ity 
oi"  a  bright  b(^y,  who  liad  uc\  (T  been  out  tjf  his  nali\  e  \  illa,i;e; 
and  (.'aijt.  Jcjiiu  would  often  .-.teal  in,  a\  lu-n  lu;  could  escape  the 
tythiniiineu,  and  look  for  the  huiidi'cdlh  time  u])ou  those  grctat 
cau\'ases,  resi)lendeut  \\ith  red  and  blue  anm^ls.  There  was 
aNo,  in  large  dimensions,  the  English  coat  of  arms,  \vhi(di  was 
undoubtedly  a  I'elic  taken  from  the  first  church,  and  a  sli.ght 
e\  idence  of  th(;  li'adition  of  that  church  ha\  ini;  Ixm-u  the?  gift  of 
("harles  1.  Capt.  John  j-enK.-mbers  the  old  couplet  about  the  lion 
and  the  unicoi'n,  inscril)ed  under  the  c(jat  of  arms.  There  was 
also  a  splendid  altar-piece,  the  gift  of  the  Jirst  Lieutenant-(jlo\  - 
ernor  John  Wentworth.  Of  all  tlu;  numy  gifts  w  hicli  this  church 
recei\'ed  from  its  nol)le  and  wealthy  patrons  at  home  and  alji'oad, 
the  bar  placed  abo\e  this  altar-i)iece  is  all  that  remains.*  It 
l)ears  this  inscriiJticni :  "  Kx  ])ono  :  the  Hon.  Jno.  AVentworth  :  . 
liieut.  (iovernor:  June  1718."  The  building  Innl  galleries  around 
three  sides-,  tiie  liigii  and  spacious  malHjgany  ])uli)it  was  at  the 
western  end,  and  o\  er  it  hung  a  sounding-board,  ornamented  with 
l)tiintings  of  scriptural  scenes.  The  central  [)()rtion  of  tlu;  churcdi 
contained  scjuarc  pews,  for  the  gentry,  ^vith  ornamental  spindle- 
work  rails;  around  the  sides  sat  the  Immbh'r  sort  of  folks,  'fhe 
•'seating"  of  tliis  cliurch  \\  hen  it  was  new  and  lirst  occupied,  in 
Ihe  beginning  of  the  eighteenth  centnr}',  was  a  \ei'y  d<'licat(;, 
trouble>ome  undertaking.  Vor  3'onr  j)ew  lold  youi'  rank,  or, 
your  nioiK'y.  I  iind  niany  voles  i)assed  in  regard  to  1  his  l)usiness. 
some  of  which  aix'  inunislakably  the  expression  of  somebody's 
l)ers(nial  pi<)ue;  othei'S  what,  in  old-fasiiioned  [ihrase,  was  called 
the  sense;  of  tiie  meeting."  'fo  get  a  S(iuare  i)c;w  and  lind 
tli(;msel\es  sealed  in  il,  ga\(;  those  "early  Christians"  the  same 
sense  of  snperioi'ity  and  satisfaction  that  an  o[)era  box  gi\es 
tiieir  (lescentlants.  The  idea  of  distinction  by  se])aration,  per- 
\'aded  not  only  socii-ty  and  the  clmrch,  but  ran  through  all  (he 
points  of  (heir  religious  bi'liefs;  hea\en  itsidf  should  be  a  sort 
of  s(|nare  pew,  with,  perhaps,  a  little  higher  sinndle-rail  and  a 
soft<'i"  cushion. 

'  'J'ho  ancient  cupw  ami  lirc.-id  Kal\  i-i-  uf  the  cuintnunion  hcia  ice,  ,t;i\cii  by 
Jane 'J'unoll,  a  Bister  of  fcJii- W.  rep])crell,  have  been  nielteil  u\  er  into  modern 
style.  AUih! 
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Three  tytliinginen,  elected  at  to\vii-ni(;etings  regularly,  ivoiw. 
l(;i>3  to  18;>i),  atteiuled  the  mighty  men  of  New  Cattle  to  tlieir 
l)e\vs;  and  kept  order  lid'ore  and  chiring  S(/rvice.  With  their 
long  staves  they  touched  tlie  noses  of  drowsy  i)eople,  and 
whacked  the  shoulders  of  sinners  and  l)oys.  It  Avas  also  their 
business  to  see  that  tlie  Sabbath  \\  as  k('i)t.  ]>ut  during  sermon- 
time,  the  constable  of"  the  town,  and  one  householder  of  good 
standing,  Averc  ordered  "to  walk  to  every  pul)]ic  house  in  town 
to  suppress  ill  orders,  and  if  they  think  convenient  to  private 
Innises  also/'  Sunday  Avas  a  very  still  day.  You  could  not  visit 
your  neighljor  without  danger  of  being  calletl  to  an  account, 
even  as  late  as  1830.  Capt.  John  relates  tlie  narrow  escape  that 
both  he  and  his  father  liad,  avIkmi  tlu;  latter  sent  him  out,  one 
Sunday,  to  borroAV  a  j/icce  of  tobacco.  Men  \vere  not  i)ermitte(l 
to  loaf  at  the  boat-landings;  nor  c(juld  they  gath(!r  around  the 
doors  of  the  closed  shops,  as  now,  like  cattle  shut  out  of  a  barn. 
0  for  the  good  old  times !  The  minister's  black  servant,  usuall\' 
a  slave,  had  the  oilice  of  sexton;  and,  for  many  years,  I  tind  a 
vote  "  to  Cully  lOs  for  the  cai'e  of  ve  meeting-house."  lie  rang 
the  bell.  A  word  as  to  this  bell,  — acccu'ding  to  all  accounts  the 
sweetest  ever  hearil  in  these  i)arts.  'i'he  nali\  es  ))elie\'e(l' it  to  ])e 
pretty  unu-h  all  silvt-r.  It  Avas  a  gift  of  the  English  g<n'eru- 
ment,  the  h^ot  of  sonu;  of  its  contiiu'utal  A\ars.  Its  music  reached 
ever}'  l)art  of  the  islauil,  and  across  the,  nearer  waters.  Cuily 
was  said  to  ha\'e  a  line  ear;  and  fo  l)e  able  to  ring  a  clearer, 
sweeter  tone  than  anybody  else.  His  funeral  stroke •  brought 
him  an  extra  allowance  of  funei-al  rum,  and  the  adnnratiou  of 
all  the  mourners.  In  fact,  you  were  not  well  buried  w  ithout  his 
tolling  you  to  the  grave.  Its  inscrij)tioii  was  in,  a  foreign 
tongue,  l)Ut  w  hat  one,  or  w  hat  it  A\'as,  I  cannot  discover,  as  the 
generation  which  I'emembers  tlu;  old  ])ell  are  not  linguists. 

At  last  it  rang  out  its  own  death  knell.  Many  a  time  had  it 
called  the  citizens  to  arms,  to  prayers,  to.  death,  to  town  nu'ct- 
ings,  1o  the  arrival  of  a  new  governor.  On  the  21)lh  Octo1)t'r, 
1727,  when  cvcrylxxly  was  shaking  w  ith  leri'or  at  an  earth<|uake, 
what  ^holdd  heard  but  its  voice;  from  the  belfry;  and  j)('«)pl(' 
t'liought  it  was  a  dreadful  omen.  It  sounded  the;  peaee  of  the 
Ilevolidion,  from  sunrise  to  sunset;  and  tolled  the  death  of 
Washington,  aiul  his  funeral.  In  1812,  it  smnmoned  the  people 
to  build  AValbach  Tower,  and  to  defend  their  shores  from 
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r>ritisli  ships,  approacliiiiL;  froui  AppUnlort'.  Tlioii  it  was  wcjiry, 
old  aii(M\orii;  l)ut  MiiL'ii  ihv  news  ui'  peace  witli  l^iiy,iaiul,  in 
ISJd,  reached  New  Castle  late  one  evening-,  hy  a  post-rider, 
dispatched  from  Boston  to  Col.  U^ilbach,  at  the  Kort,  it  jK-aled 
once  a^ain  and  all  nigiit  long,  and  in  the  morning  became  silent 
forever. 

Not  man}^  years  after,  the  old  clmrch  itself,  disconsolate  at 
the  loss  of  its  life-long  companion,  the  bell,  and  tired  of  tlu' 
j'eprotich  of  being  old-fasliioned  and  out  of  date,  ga\-e  place  to  a 
new  building.  This  happened  in  1H28.  About  that  time  There 
Avas  a  A'er^'' entei'prising  carpenter  in  New  Castle,  who  had  an 
ardent  desire  to  reconstruct  the  tow  n  generally,  on  the  soap-box 
model;  and  he  succeeded  to  a  deplora))le  extent.  It  ^^■as,  how- 
ever, too  early  for  a  perft'ct.  success;  and,  let  us  thank  hea\en, 
it  Avas  ])efore  the  days  ot  the  American  renaissance,  Oui*  car- 
l)eiiter  built  a  new  church  Avhich  is  not  remarkable;  ))Ut  it  is  not 
pretentious,  and  it  has  a  simple  and  I'tdher  AN'ell-projjort ioned 
interior,  as  the  reader  Avill  see  f  rcmi  the  jjicture.  Here  one  may 
Avorship,  undisturbed  either  by  its  ugliness  or  splendors;  and  if 
liis  mind  wanders  fi'om  his  demotions  at  all,  it  can  only  be  in 
I'eA'erent  recollection  of  the  imuimei a'ole  congregations  Avhich 
liave  here  succeeded  each  other,  coming  togetlu,-r  in  companies, 
but  destined  to  depart  singly  and  unattended. 

"  Fi  om  humble  ti'iienientii  arouiul 
C'atne  up  tlie  pcii^^he  train, 
And  in  tlic  churcli  a  blcs-sing  found 
That  liiled  tlieir  liomu^  again. 

Tlioy  live  witli  God;  llicir  lioinew  are  dust; 

Vet  Ik'ic  their  children  i)ray, 
And  in  Ihia  llecting  life-lime  Irust 

To  fin.l  the  narrow  way." 


SECULAK    A  !•  1' A  I  KS 


K(,'Trr>AK  aHaii's  two  a  imicli  more  n.-iIc 
and  aurci  ahlL'  suljjccl  for  llic  local 
liistoriaii  lliaii  rdiiiiou--.  1  fear,  in 
SOUK'  the  prcci'diiiL;'  pam-s,  1  lia\  t- 
fallt'ii  into  a  loo  uay  and  uncertain 
manner,  which  innncdialdy  one 
Avislics  to  atone  I'or.  }>y  a  surrender 
t<.)  the  spirit  wliicli  i>  ne\ cr  \'ery  I'ai' 
I'roui  any  one  of  us.  l)iit  w  hicli  lias 
its  liardot  encounlei'  w  itli  man  when 
lie  talvcs  up  the  pen  of  a  tow  u  his- 
torian. I>ut  llie  fault  is  not  wiioll\- 
unue,  if  it  has  l)een  dillicult  to  niain- 
laui  an  cww  and  sohor  step  amonu"  the  reliuioiis  annals  ol"  ilu- 
C'onununity;  the  fault  is  its  ow  n,  foi  i(  is  not  al)l(>  to  lay  aside 
altuLi'eliu'r  its  weaknesses  and  al)->ui-di'( ie>.  its  human  per->onalit  \ , 
oven  ill  tlie  ])rcseHce  of  the  lmi)('rsonal. 

It  has  ])eeii  ilillicult  also,  in  the  j)ret-edinu-  |)aii('>^.  to  sepai'ate 
the  liistory  of  'Nvw  CastU;  from  the  general  allairs  of  t  he  I'rovince 
of  New  IIamj).shire  in  tlu^  early  time--.  We  may  naliu-ally  (daim 
A\diale\('r  transi)ired  heri',  as  (he  hnildinu'  of  I'orls,  the  entry  and 
(dearance  of  \esseis,  the  resi(U,'ni:e  ol"  ^ONcrnors  and  the  uu-el- 
ings  of  eonnclls  and  assemblies,  as  a  part  ol"  the  low  n's  historw 
New  IIani])shire  has  fori;'otten  that  sloi-y  ;  or,  \\  hen  she  renuMu- 
bers,  is  apt  to  loeate  it  at  r<jrtsniout  h.  The  fact  i-.  t  hat  1  he  sei  i  le- 
inent  of  New  Casllc  was  j)rior  1  hat  of  iNn't->nioul li :  and  that 
for  the  lirst  sev(!nty-li\ e  yeaivs,  it  w  a--  the  capital  of  I  he  l'ro\  iuce. 
and  two-t,hir(ls  of  the  pro\  in<  ial  olliciaN  citi/ens  of  the  town. 
This  is  couclusi\ely  shown  in  the  I'li-^x  wvo  solnmes  of  the  New 
llanii)shire  TroN  incial  Papers.  That  anyt)ne  should  be  born  to 
set  this  matter  riulit,  at  this  late  day,  may  i)ro\  ()ke  a  smile,  and 
I)e  credited  to  the  u>ual  indiscretion  of  maunifyinu'  the  oUice  t)f 
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town  chronicler.  But  1  hiuc  no  coiisiiiuinii'  ;imI)ilioii  of  tliat 
sort  wliicli  wishes  to  lix  tiic  facts  ol"  hist(M-y  beyond  iieradsen- 
tiire;  tlic}' are  mncli  Ijcttcr  in  a  nelnilous,  lal»nlons  stale.  'J'iie 
early  histor}'  oI"  New  Ilanip^iiirc-  is  nu^i-e  cnrions  and  annisiim' 
than  inijKfrtant  ;  and,  in  rt-uard  to  tliai  of  New  C'a>tU',  1  ncNer 
projxise  anytliin^-  more  serious  than  ti)  discovcir  all  that  beloniis 
to  it,  with  the  faint  expectation  of  identifying;,'  the  same  old  story 
whicli  meets  us  whcrexer  we  follow  the  fo"otstei)S  of  man.  Con- 
siderable inuii^iiuition  is  reciuisite,  in  an  islander,  1  admit,  t<; 
enlari^e  the  town  Ixjundai'y  to  include  his  neighbors  (I  mean 
mankind;  but  — 

"If  witll  f;ilicy  Uiirililed 
Vou  your  ;iljud(.', 

You  may  go  ruuml  the  world 
I>y  llif  '  liuilong  '  load." 

There  are  two  aspects,  two  jjcriods,  that  chielly  make  the 
history  of  New  C'astle  interestinii" :  the  lirst  is  the  town  as  the 
centre  of  all  the  i)rincipal  events  of  the  earliest  provincial 
period;  tlie  other  is  ^vhen,  left  only  to  its  own  local  allairs, 
it  i^radually  became  insular,  clannish  and  ])eculiar. 

In  reuard  to  the  causes  of  its  eai'ly  importance  and  subsefpient 
o!>scurity,  they  were  alto.uelher  natural.  Rarely  does  a  colony 
remain  on  the  precise  si^ot  \\  hei  e  it  lirst  arriv  es.  It  looks  about, 
and  soon  moves  on  to  more  adv  antageous  seats.  This  coutinues 
indelinitely ;  yet,  sometimes  lea\  iui?  behind  seed  enoui;h  for 
large  and  permanent  comnninities,  in  favorable  situations;  at 
other  times  leavhig  a  waste,  or  a  feeble  renmant,  doomed  to 
I'cmain  in  insignilicance,  or  slow  decay.  As  soon  as  the  colonists 
found  out  were  likely  to  be  the  natural  resources  and 

I)usiiiess  of  this  part  of  New  i-hiuland,  they  planted  themseh  es 
on  this  island,  directl}'  at  the  mouth  of  the;  IMscatacpia,  where  the 
facilities  for  maritime  adairs,  for  iisiierii  s  and  Indian  trade  were 
most  convenient.  But  in  those  ilays  it  was  necessary  1o  ])rotect 
your  proi)erty  and  your  person  ))y  defences  of  some  sort  at 
exposed  i)oints.  Now  an  island  ailbrds  the  most  natural  anel 
easiest  oi)portunities  of  defence.  Anyone  who  will  look  at  the 
map  of  this  i.-^land,  on  paj;e  vi,  which  lias  been  drawn  and 
»'oduce<l  from  the  government  survey  map,  will  observe  that  its 
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form  is  already  that  of  a  fort,  very  nearly  square,  with  jiiiliiii; 
j)oints  of  land  at  the  four  an^^les,  like  bastions.  Now,  rude 
fortifications  were  early  ))uilt  on  tln^sc  four  corners,  which 
ininiediately  gave  the  inland  still  moix;  the  appeartince  of  a  ureat 
coast  defence.  'J'he  lii'st  ^^  as  constructed  by  ('apt.  AValter 
Neale,  between  l(;;}Oand  KUIJ,  w  lu-ther  in  anticipation  of  a  setllc- 
meiit  here,  or  because  of  tlie  natui-al  advantages  ol"  defence;  or, 
as  is  more  prol)able  from  facts  already  stated,  in  order  to  i)roteet 
the  families  already  settled  along  the  slu)re  from  tlie  Indians,  or 
a  worse  enemy,  the  white  pirates  wlio  inri-sted  the  coast.  Nearly 
through  the  whole  provincial  period,  it  \\  as  the  settled  deter- 
mination of  the  people  aiul  the  ollieials,  to  construct  a  system  of 
defences  from  Fort  Toint  to  JallVey  Toiut,  and  thence  to  the 
narrowest  part  of  Little  Harbor,  at  the  place  Avhere  now  the  free 
])ridgc  crosses  it.  For  this  puri)ose  men  were  drafted,  in 
seasons  of  the  year  when  farm-work  was  not  pressing,  from  all 
the  towns  in  tlie  Province  to  labor  uj^on  the  defences.  They 
were  drawn  in  rotation  from  the  towns,  and  worked  from  ten  to 
twenty  days  cacln^**  They  were  fed  and  sheltered,  while  so 
employeti,  by  the  families  of  Ne^v  Castle,  sometimes  at  the 
expense  of  the  whole  Province,  at  others,  of  the  town.  It  was 
the  duty  of  New  Castle  to  keep  a  constant  guard  at  the  main 
Fort,  or  Castle,  of  from  four  to  six  num  ;  and  aslo  a  watchman 
on  Jall'rey  Point,  and  one  or  two  in  the  vicinity  of  the  free 
bridge.  On  this  ac^count  the  town  was  generally  e.\emp(('d  from 
the  levies  for  other  military  duty ;  and  also  often  excused  from 
payment  of  Province  rates,  or  they  were  reduced  to  a  merely 
nomimil  sum  in  its  favor.  New  Castle  was  the  pet  of  the 
Pro^'ince;  looked  upon  as  a  common  possession,  a  Ijarrier  town, 
a  i)lace  of  I'efuge  in  case  of  extreme  danger  or  disaster.  80 
nuich  for  the  military  situation. 

Its  means  of  protecting  itself  and  its  consequent  importance, 
wei'e  the  reasons  for  its  selecticju  as  the  I'esidence  of  g<j\ernors 
and  the  meeting-place  of  the  Provincial  Assemblies,  as  soon  as 
the  Province  had  a  government  of  its  own. 

In  order  to  gratify  the  prejudice  of  iny  historical  friends  foi' 


*The  proportion  for  cacli  of  the  iivo  towns  of  tliu  rroviiice  was,  in  ITUi,  a8 
follows:  TTampton,  13  ini'n  ;  J'^xeter,  11  do.;  roil8inouth,  11  do.;  l)uvur, do.; 
New  Custle,  4  do. 
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facts  and  evidence,  1  ]ia\e,  with  infinite  labor,  collated  all  llie 
extant  docnnients,  and  i)erfornied  a  \(t\-y  long  sum  in  addition, 
whose  condensed  resnlt  is  this  : 

Whole  number  of  A.-scinljlics,  JVdiu  IGSt  to  IrtiS,  S3 

Of  which  Uioro  wctu  hclil  at  Now  Castle,  70 

"  "  l^orusmoulh,  7 

It  is  necessary  to  state  tliat  the  jurisdiction  of  Massacduisctts 
o^•er  New  Hampshire  ))ei4an  a)M)uL  IGll,  and  contiinicd  until  tlie 
middle!  of  tlu;  year  lOT!) ;  but  no  actual  local  uo\  (.'rnuK'nl  u  as  ])ul 
in  operation  in  Kcw  Hampshire  bcd'oix;  about  Klso-Sj,  so  that 
there  is  little  doubt  the  vei-y  lir>t  representatix'c;  body  ever  con- 
vened in  the  State  was  at  New  Castle.  J-'oi"  the  llrst  ten  ^ears  of 
the  ne^^^  order  of  thiniis,  there  were  xavy  infrequent  meetinus  of 
the  Provincial  Assembly.  Aflairs  ^\■ere  nianaged  by  a  Council, 
which  sat  here  most  of  the  time  for  that  pei'iod.  In  fact,  the 
date  of  the  lii'st  Coimcil  mei'tiuL!,-  is,  (irt'at  Island,  January  ],")lh. 
1()>s;K  ami  e^•ery  one  of  its  meetings  was  hei'e  until  Sef>tc'mher 
20th,  IC.'JL'.  All  the  members  of  this  lirst  recorded  Coinicil. 
incdudiui;- tlu!  i;'overnor,  Edward  Cranlield,  li\-ed  at  New  (Jastle: 
their  names  wt^re  liobert  Mas<m,  A\' alter  I'arcd'oot,  Kichaj-d 
Chamberlain  (Secretary)  Nathaniel  Frier,  I^obert  JUliot,  and 
Jolni  Hiidvs. 

During  the  years  from  Kl'.i'J  to  l(i!)7,  tin;  Assembly  nuit  con- 
stantly at  New  ("astle.  I  also  lind  that  the  la\v  c(juiMs  sat  here, 
the  lirst  on  record  b(niring  this  heading  :  "At  the;  Coui't  of  ideas, 
held  at  Great  Island,  Sej)temi)i'r  2."ith,  1083;"  then  follows  a 
judgment  in  a  suit  between  Waltei'  ]>arefoot  and  liobert  AV^idley. 
This  date  is  innuediately  J'olh)wing  the  ijronmlgation  of  tlitt 
earliest  code.  In  the  old  records  of  this  region,  it  is  sometimes 
iini)0ssible  to  tell  Av  hether  occni'rences  mentioned  were  in  Pejrts- 
mouth  or  New  Castle.  AVhcn  said  to  he  at  Pisctataciua,  it  may 
mean  any  one  of  several  places;  Avhen  the  dc^ignatiou  is  Stra^\■- 
])erry  ]>aidc,  it  nu'ans  \\hat  was  subs(MiutMitly  rortsmoidh;  l>ut, 
after  lOa.'j,  and  until  afte,r  i('>0;>,  a\  hen  J'ortsjuoiit  h  is  named.it. 
may  !)(' New  C'aslie  is  meant  as  wvW.  'Thus  the  dep\iiies  from 
these  i)ai'ts  to  tin;  (ji.-neral  Court  of  MaNsachnsetts,  from  \{',:>',\  U) 
1G70,  are  I'ccorded  as  from  rortsmouth;  but  out  of  th(;  twenty- 
four  deputies  so  recorded  between  th(.'  ab(j\'<.'-mentioned  years, 
eighteen  \Aere  resitlent  at  New  Castle. 
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After  1003,  the  date  of  the  incorporation  of  Xew  Castle,  there 
is  no  confusion  in  the  (U>cunu!nts  as  to  the  names  of  i)hi(-es.  The  ( 
town  liencefor\vai-(l  saih-cl  unch/r  its  oNvn  coh^rs ;  tliougli  still 
keeping,  even  to  the  present  time,  its  lari^er,  descriptive  desig- 
nation of  (Jreat  Island. 

In  the  ])receding  outline,  it  will  be  S(hmi  ho^v  uiuch  of  our 
rightful  history  lias  been  c(jnceid rated  into  a  few  sent(!nces. 
The  remainder  must  be  left  the  imagination  of  the  reader,  who 
will  not  fail  to  picture  to  liiins<'ir  all  the  charactei'istic  features 
and  doings  of  a  small  fortilied  inland  and  first  cai)ital  of  a  i)igmy 
l)rovince,  the  resort  of  broken  swldier<  of  foi'tnne.  of  biietless 
London  hiM'vers,  of  damaged  ministeis,  land  sju'eulalors  and 
adventurers.  A  large  and  interesting  Nohinie  niiuht  Ik;  compiled 
on  tliis  period  alone,  of  NeAV  Castle  histor)  ;  and  1  am  sure  the 
reader  Nvill  aj^preciate  m}'  reser\e  and  the  modt.'st  proportions  of 
thi^  book,  when  I  lell  him  1  hat  tow  n  histories  U'-nally  contrive;  to 
jnak(;  not  less  than  li\  e  or  six  hundred  jiages,  oul  of  much  less 
malerial  than  has  been  at  my  disposal.* 

The  meetings  of  the  Council  were  conunonly  held  at  tin.'  ^ 
houses  of  soine  of  its  miMubers,  or  at  an  ordinai'y,  \\here  meat 
and  drink  '\^x're  conxenient,  in  case  of  a  ])i"olongt'd  session.  The 
Assembly  also  met,  at  lirst,  in  ])rivate  houses.  In  ] (icSL'-So,  it 
met  in  the  JallVe}'  house.  SubscMpuMdl)-  the  Atkinson  house 
became  the  usual  place  of  its  nuH  tings,  and  ^^•as  kn(»^^  n  as  the 
Province  House.  Its  site,  and  a  remaining  jtortioir  lia\  e  already 
been  alluded  to  and  dei)icted.  The  Assemblymen  were  ([uartered 
in  the  inns  of  the  town.  By  law,  these  were  limited  in  any  one 
place,  to  four;  but  here,  the  need  being  greater,  a  larger  inimljer 
were  allowed.  Inn-keeping  was  the  most  i)opular  and  lucrative 
sort  of  business  in  Ne\v  Castle  during  most  of  the  i)ro\'incial 
l)eriod.  As  in  other  countries,  the  business  descended  in  fami- 
lies, and  wlien  meji  failed,  widow  s  anil  daughters  continued  to 

*]l  is  true,  Ihoir  mctliod  i.s  culled  by  llccring  critics  (to  whom  vita  sine  Uteris 
mors  est)  \}M\il\n^  Cuts  of  lirst-class  liuubcs,  and  their  successful  owners,  ure 
the  UBUal  meanei  of  inllating  the  covers  of  town  and  loiinly  hisioiies.  1,  too, 
(should  have  been  glad  to  liave  presented  my  reader.^  with  nome  ])ortr:tits  of  I  lie 
great  men  of  Now  Castle,  after  ibu  <  u^  !-.ll.,■^l  y  manner.  J>ut,  alas;,  my  fdlnw 
citizens  are  not  abreast  llie  times,  and  do  not  a])iai  eiate  at  wbal  a  modi.rat<j  out- 
lay of  eabh  they  could  be  immortali/.ed.  (»m;  r^  l)re^entativ■e  pai  woii,  one  repre- 
sentative skipper,  and  an  ancient  meicliaiit,  are  all  A\  e  e<juld  afford  to  give 
gratuKously.    But  the  way  i.-i  open --do  \  on  understand  '•' — in  oni-  n^vt  editiun. 
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carry  it  on.  Hannah  Purinilt,  or,  Purniont,  seems  to  have  been 
the  fa\orite  hintUady  of  the  Conneillors  and  Assemblymen,  in 
tlie  latter  i)art  of  the  seventeenth  century.  At  her  liostlery  were 
good  meat  and  (h'iiik ;  and  her  i)retty  maids  assisti'd  the  miiihty 
8overeii>"ns  of  JSiew  Hampshire  lireatl}',  in  j)Utting'  oil"  the  cares  of 
state.  Hm-kei'pini;'  was  about  I  he  only  business  done  on  a  cash 
l^asis.  Corn  and  pork  could  not  conveniently  i)ay  the  score  of 
glasses  of  rum  and  a  night's  h)dging.  Some  of  our  nnjst  ancient, 
respectal)le  citizens,  were  ta\crners,  beginning  with  Sanmel 
Went\V(jrth,  "at  the  sign  of  ye  l)ol|)hin,"  ancestor  (;f  three 
governors  and  an  innnnun'able  |)(>sterity.  In  fact,  it  Nvas  \'ery 
dillicnlt  to  procure  a  license  unless  llie  api)licant  Mas  of  good 
character  and  standing.  Tlie  [x'titions  for  a  license  were  always 
well  larded  with  expressions  of  piety,  to  give  a  savor  of  tleco- 
rous  intention  on  the  i)art  of  tlic  petitioner.  Here  is  a  specimen 
of  II  petition  for  an  inn  at  New  Castle,  of  the  date  5th  Sep- 
tember, 1G82,  from  tlie  original  manuscript: 

"  Ye  humble  retition«,  Humphrey  Spenser  and  Grace  his  wife 
humbly  sueth  that  yr  Honcn-s  would  ])lease  to  grant  them  Liberty 
for  to  entertain  |>eople  for  lodging,  a  ictualling  &  bear;  we  are 
accommodated  ))y  the  blessing  of  God  to  do  so  nuich,  and  his 
l)rovidence  hath  so  ordered  it  that  strangers ;  — as  often  times 
there  are  many  in  the  i)l;ice  those  as  tlu'y  sa^'^and  we  are  snl)ject 
to  l)elieve  know  not  where  to  best<nv  themselves;  ccnnes  to  our 
house  and  having  wherewithal  to  help  tliem  cannot  denie  it.  But 
if  we  should  do  it  all  ui)on  free  gift  nniy  be  at  last  in  as  great  a 
streight  as  tliey  if  not  worse.  Tliereforc  huml)ly  craveth  again 
that  your  honors  give  ns  our  huml)le  re(iuest  who  shall  ahvays 
Remain  ready  to  pray  for  your  iionors  prosperity  &  good  suc- 
cess of  this  good  goverinnent. 

yo'r  humble  Petitioners, 

jiumimiui:y  spknskh, 

Gh'ACK  "     "  "* 

The  ingenious  argument  of  this  petition  —  undouljledly  the 
hand  of  Mistress  Gi'ace  —  is  delighlful. 


*  lluinpliroy  iuul  tJracc  afterward  fell  into  trouble  aud  disgrace,  in  sopite  of  ilie 
beiiutiful  language  of  tlieir  petition. 
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Tlie  Councillors,  mostly  resulont  here,  liad  their  sessions  Avhen- 
ever  pu])lic  necessity  demanded;  they  were  the  executive  depart- 
ment of  the  little  i^'overnment,  and  divided  auioni;-  themselves 
nearly  all  the  ofllees ;  they  were  the  justices  of  the  peace, 
captains  of  the  fort,  treasurei-s,  etc.  ;  and  when  the  Asst'inhly 
met  they  also  met,  and  were  called  the  "  ri)per  House."  They 
were  careful  a])Out  callini^'  the  Assembly  together,  unless  npcjn 
an  extraordinary  emeri;ency.  This  made  the  New  Casth;  inn- 
l<eei)ers  murnuu';  they  said  the  pe()[»h'  had  no  i-iuhts.  J>ut  ne\  er 
A\as  there  a  more  unnianai;'eal)le  l)ody,  when  tlic}'  wcvc  assem- 
bled. The  (J()\'ernoi's  could  li'et  nolhini;'  out  of  them  in  tlie  way 
of  linancial  ley,islation,  thouuh  l)acked  by  the  Council.  They 
\vould  either  maintain  a  riy,id  silence,  vv  sentl  S(nne  e(iuivocal 
answer.  Once  all  their  reply  to  a  demand  concerning-  the  Fcn-t, 
made  by  Governor  Usher,  Avas  to  send  u[)  this  \  ()le  :  ''See  24  Lu/rc 
2S/'  'Vhcy  actually  star\'ed  out  all  the  Pro\incial  Clovernors 
l)efore  the  Wentworths.  Nor  could  they  l)e  hept  together  if 
their  own  i)rivate  concerns  called  tiiein  home.  They  found 
I'eason  (niough  for  adjournment  ^^hen  it  was  time  to  i)lant  coi'u, 
or  to  harvest  it.    What  charming  simplicity  ! 

]5ut  NcAV  Castle  liked  to  ha\o  them  in  tcjwii;  it  made  bnsiness 
lively.  Eveiy  Asscnublyman  took  occasion  {o  lay  in,  \vhile  lu-re, 
his  fanwly  supply  of  dried  lisli,  salt  and  lanu,  and  he  sampled  the 
latter  often,  in  ordt'r  to  l)e  sure  ahout  his  intended  purchase. 
Jicsides,  tlie  town  gxjt  all  tlie  fa\n)rs  it  asked  for;  abatement  of 
rates,  appropriations  for  the  church,  relief  from  garrisoning  the 
fort,  and  assistance  in  strengthening  the  island  dcd'ences  and 
maintaining  f(M"ries. 

Ne^v  Castle  l>ecame  a  port  of  entr}'  about  108(5;  and  for  one 
hundred  3'ears  thereafter  tlie  shipping  business  was  extensi\ c 
Conscfiueiitl}',  the  arrixal  and  departure  of  vessels  l)rought 
otllcers  ami  nu'ii  ashore,  and  gave  plcnt}'  of  i)usiness  to  ta\  ern- 
ers  and  animation  to  the  tt)\vn. 

1  must  a(Ul,  in  conclusion,  a  custom  I  thid  common  from  the 
earliest  times  ii})  to  the;  Kevolution,  and  occasionally  after\\  ard, 
that  allbrded  the  old  tOAvn  a  fre(|Uriii  holiday.  Whene\*'r  llu' 
English  g()\ernmeiit  declared  war,  or  made  a  treatv  of  peace,  or 
a  royal  pi'rsonage  died  or  was  born,  or  a  new  tdng  asceutkHl  the 
throne,  the  principal  people  of  the  I'rox  iuce  assembled  at  Ni'W 
Castle  to  ha\'e  a  salute  at  tlie  Fort,  lu'ar  llu'  jiroelaniai ion  reail, 
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ami  (li'ink  I'onnal  liealth.s  to  all  llu;  parties,  ami  etui  the  day  in 
ilriuking-  to  each  other's.* 

As  a  port  oC  entry  and  clearance,  New  Castle  liacl  a  position  at 
once  lionorable  and  dani^crons.  The  customs  reL;nlati(jns  \yo.i\- 
criule,  and  the  i)o\\'er  of  eul'orcin^-  tlieni  unrelialjle.  I'hcry 
vessel  escaped  llieni  if  she  could,  and  resisted  \\  hen  she  (ku'ed. 
Vessels  that  belonged  here  thought  t he  ins(d\  es  entitled  to  inunu- 
nity,  esijeciall}' if  owned  by  chnrch  ujcmbers;  anel  all  the  mast 
ships  claimed  a  i"oyal  preroij;ali\ (.'.  11'  the  ProN  ince  collected  any 
fees  it  was  lucky;  and  how  small  the  amount  must  ha\(!  Ik.c^u  is 
shown  by  the  order  ol'  the  (icueral  ('ourl  of  Massachusetts,  in 
1072,  that  it  should  he  ai)[)i"opi'ialed  for  the  snpp(n-t  of  the  fort  at 
New  (Jastle  ;  and  the  same  ordei-  w  as  maiU;  more  than  once  aflei" 
the  l*rovince  had  a  i2,overnment  oi'  its  (jwn.  Jn  the  ohlen  time, 
mcrcliaut  vessels  carried  ,uuns,  and  often  as  many  as  the  fort 
mounted.  Hut  tlie  little  fort  sent,  a  shot  across  the  bows  of  an\ 
A  (;ssel  which  had  not  paid  its  tlues  ;  and  if  the  \  essel  submitted 
slu^  was  obliged  not  oidy  to  pa}'  them,  but  als(j  the  cost  of  said 
shot.  Vessels  of  forty  tons  rt'i^isler  and  ui)wards  paid  an 
entrance  fee  of  about  £."),  and  the  same  for  cdearai'ice.  Coastc'rs 
paid,  for  a  yearly  Ixjiul.  €'>.  Coastei's  w  ere  mostly  sloop-rii;;^ed , 
and  carried,  when  ])ound  for  Salem  or  lioston,  two  men;  Nvhen 
for  Viruinia,  four.  K  -tches  were  two-masted,  lar:;-er  than 
sloo|)s,  and  better  sailers,  'riicn  there  were  shallops,  pinckt's, 
and  lly-b(;ats. t  There-  w  as,  tow  ard  the  c-l(;se  ol'  the  se\'enteejith 
century,  a  lly-boat  calleil  the  America,  t radiui;-  cmistant  1}-  between 
this  port  and  Londi)n.  She  was  of  thi'ce  hiuidred  tons  burthen, 
mounted  four  guns  and  carritxl  twe'iit}-  meji.    iler  commamler 


*1  havo  fuLiiul,  ill  du'  Xcw  llaiiip.-liirc  aicliives,  many  M.S^i.  tlirowin;,'  hglil  on 
the  cu.stom.s  ot  ilu;  linio,  tlio  forcywiiiL,'  ainoti!^  others.  'J'Ik'  published  I'rovincial 
Papera  are  mainly  ollicial ;  luit  one  is  astoui.slic-il  to  lirnl  tliat  even  as  such,  tliey 
are  only  sdi  i  liajts,  \>:n\\y  avrauLjeil,  ami  with  an  iialcx  not  to  he  trusted,  and 
orlho;^raphy  of;en  ditTeriui,'  from  the  orii^iual;  while  only  a  few  ui  tlie  CourL 
rec-orJs  liave  In-en  prinlCMl,  ami  none  ot  tin;  (lo(  uinent-^  and  private  jiapern 
wliicli  would  gis'o  us  a  pieiurt-  of  Die  aeni.d  life  i/l'  thi,•^  I'rn\  ince  in  the  se\  (  ii- 
leenth  and  cii,'hteent  li  eenlurie.s,  and  alYoi  A  t  .\  phinalion  ol'  many  ;ihseiU'il ies  in 
New  llami).shire  histi>ry. 

f  l<'ly-lni;it.s  had  a  hiL,'li  t'tt.'m  and  l)road  Ix  ain;  i)inckert,  IjcHh  liiyh  .stem  and 
hU'VH,  both  sharp  and  lookini,' alike.  A  I'ew  pineke.s  are  sLili  alloal  —  relic.-i  of  Ji 
pabt  aye. 

f 
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was  John  lloliues.  She  carrii-il  out  lo  Loudon  mostly  masts, 
oars,  sta\  L'S,  J'urs,  ami  oiicc  two  haiTcls  ol'  "  craiibciTys," 
wliicli  J.  imagine  \\as  an  experiment,  jjei-liaps  the  lirst  and  last 
irom  tiu.-se  parts.  Siie  bi'ouglit  l)aciv'  \vroui;ht  pewter  and  brass 
and  iron,  i^rcK-eries,  dry  goods,  saddles,  hats,  rarming  tools,  guns 
and  shot,  'i'he  eoastei's  took  a  mix(;d  freight,  earr}  ing  Irom  here 
lumber  and  lisii,  ap[)h,-s,  eidci-,  ])erry  and  eliees(i;  and  ri'turn- 
ing  Willi  all  sorts  of  liouselujld  goods  and  pro^■isions.  Their 
bills  ol"  lading  were  eurious  compoinids  (j ('  eounling-room  J'oi'ms 
and  pious  refei'enees  (o  di\int!  pi<)\ idenee.  'Klie  I'eadei-  may 
see,  at  the  beginning  of  this  ehapter,  an  uneouHuonly  line  speci- 
men of  an  initial  letter,  copied  fi-om  an  aneient  bill  lading. 
The  \\hole  ^\ ord  is  "Shipped" — "Shipped  by  the  (Jrace  of 
(iod." 

^Ve  ha\e  lilllc!  acc  iD'ate  knt)\\  ledu(^  o^  the  amount  of  shi[tping 
business  in  (he  earliest  times;  bnl  it  al\\'a\s  must  ha\  e  been 
consideral)K»,  and  steadily  inci'easing.  Tor  tim  moinlis  of  tin.' 
yeai's  1(hS()-!S1,  foi-ty-se\  en  \  essels  were  entered  and  elearenl ; 
wdiicli  iiad  inereased,  in  one  hundi'ed  years  from  the  al)o\'e  date, 
to  two  hundred  and  si\t.y-se\  en.  Although  iioston  and  Salem 
wv.Yv  always  I'ei) roach ing  1  his  set  I  leuu  nt  for  its  mereenary  s|)i ril , 
they,  none  the  less,  \\eri!  jeahnrs  I'ivals  of  the  riseata([ua.  trade, 
and  did  what  they  eould  to  injure  it.  A  neNV  era  \vas  expected 
wdien  the  J'ro\ inee  was  ii'leased  from  the  control  of  IMassa- 
c]ms(,'tts  and  set  up  a  gowrnor,  council  and  as>i;ml>ly  (^f  its  own. 
The  })eoijle  could  now  wt'ar  long  hair  and  do  Imsiness  a\  ithout 
clun'(di  nu'ml)ershi|),  which  had  ))een  interdicted  since  1G18.  But 
the  new  go\ crnment  did  not  work  at  all  smoothly.  In  fact,  the 
peoph;  had  become  impregnated  wit  h  J'urit an  noli<^ns  ;  and  In-gan 
to  snnlf  tlu-  spirit  of  freedom  anil  politic-al  independence;  which 
we're  j'ifc;  under  the  religious  garb.  The  English  gON'ernme'ut, 
foiled  at  e\ery  step  in  Massachusetts,  thought  to  begin  here  a 
new  system,  and  plant  a  power  \vhi(di  should  l)e  an  antidote  to 
tiio  neighboring  malady.  ( 'raniitdd's  ailminisl ration,  though 
biief,  is  Iht!  most  interesting  of  the  Ti-ovinciai  ixn'ioek  His 
gicat  ellort  w  as  in  tlujattenijjt  re-es1  ablish  tlic  J-higlish  churcii. 
We  nuist  gi\e  him  tlm  credit  of  seeing  the  root  of  all  the 
troubles  betwcH'U  tlu;  colonists  and  I-higiand.  He  found  it  in  tlie 
clergy,  and  esi)ecially  in  Harvard  OoUege,  wdiere  they  wore  bred. 
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lie  could  obtain  no  coiiA'ictioiis,  for  brcacli  of  llie  revenue  laws, 
ai^ainst  cliurcli  members.  He  therefore  set  al)Out  tlie  attempt  to 
remove  tlie  preachers  ;  l)ut  the  imprisonment  of  ]Moo(ly  (to  Avliicli 
previous  reference  has  been  nuule)  only  tkx  ix'iied  liis  diHiculties. 
Ou  visiting  Boston,  expressly  to  feri-et  out  the  seci\'t  sprini;s  of 
the  factious  si)irit  of  his  own  cohju}-,  he  made  a  woudcrtnl 
discover}',  which  tloes  a  ^reat  deal  of  credit  t(^  his  jjeni'trat ion. 
lie  found  the  seat  of  all  e\  ils  at  C'ambridge  ;  and  thenceforth 
lal)t)red  Avith  llie  fhiuiish  uox-eruuKMit  to  lala;  s\\  ift  mt'asurcs  for 
the?  sui)pri'ssiou  of  Harvard  ('ollciic  1  ^ix  i;  some  cxtracls  from 
liis  lellers,  recenll}'  discos  c  red,  and,  perhaps,  new  t(;  most  of 
my  readers  : 

"  It  Avill  be  necessary  to  dissoh  e  their  University  (d'  ( "ambridu-i>, 
for  from  thence  tdl  the  sex'eral  colonies  in  New  ICiiuland  are  >u[)- 
])lied ;  the  peoi)le  lo(;kini^  U|)on  their  l^'aeliers  little  less  tluui 
a])Ostles,  it  is  incredible  what  an  inlluence  they  ha\  e  o\ei'  the- 
vulgar." 

In  another  letter  to  his  government  he  says  : 

"That  there  can  be  no  greater  e\il  attend  his  Majesty's  atlairs 
here,  than  those  pernicious  and  rebellious  principles  w  inch  llow 
from  their  college  at  Cambridge,  ^^■hich  they  call  their  I'nlver- 
sity  ;  from  whence  all  \]\c  towns,  botii  in  this  and  other  colonies, 
are  supi)lied  \vith  factious  and  seilitious  j)reachei's,  who  stir  up 
the  i)e()i)le  ...  so  that  1  am  lunnbly  of  opinion  this  country  can 
nev  er  be  well  settled  till  their  preachers  be  reformed  and  that 
college  suppressed." 

Crautield  was  supi)orted  in  his  polic}'  by  Walter  Barefoot  and 
Richard  Cham])ei-lain.  The  former  was  a  (diief  ligui'e  in  New 
Castle  history  from  lOdO  to  tlie  close  of  the  ceid,nry.  lie  held 
every  oilice,  at  one  time  and  another;  yet  was  never  i)opular.  and 
has  come  down  to  us  with  a  bad  name.  He  Avas  a  l)i-ave  soldier, 
and  indei)en(lent  in  thought  and  action.  The  witchcral"t  delusion 
did  not  delude  him;  and  lie  roeueil  <Miakers  trom  per>ecul ion 
and  deatii.  The  poi)idar  party  uiideri(M)U  to  suppre>s  him,  hut 
failed  signall}'.  His  only  answer  in  comt,  on  one  occasion  of 
arrest,  to  all  autl  e\cr}  (|neslion  was,   "  d///  lu/nic  is  \\'<tlUi'.'" 
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lie  coniinaiKknl  the  fort  for  a  (oui;  period;  -was  a  judge  and 
justice  of  the  peace,  and  a  deputy  i^overnor.  He  boasted  of  his 
rehition  to  all  tlie  wealtliy  families  of  the  Pan  ince  by  niarria,<i(! ; 
l>ut  I  can  find  no  trace  of  i1,  noi-  (jf  any  of  liis  desitendants. 
Eelow  are  his  signature  and  seal. 


* 


Kichard  Chamberlain  was  Secretary  of  the  Province,  and  a 
resi<lent  of  New  Castle  for  some  years.  We  are  indel)ted  to  his 
pen  for  the  account  of  the  "  stone-throwing  devil,"  and  also  for 
nearly  all  the  documents  of  interest  concerning  the  Mason  land 
contest  and  other  affairs  of  tlu^  rro\  ince,  while  he  was  its  secre- 
tary. He  Avas  fond  of  litei-atiire  and  llu;  line  arts,  and  Avas  an 
amateur  musician.  1  judge  from  his  handwriting  that  he  lo\  ed 
form  and  order.  There  is  before  me  a  New  Castle  deed,  written 
by  hini  in  1085,  on  parchment,  as  fresh,  clear  and  neat  as  if  but  of 
yesterday.  The  deed  runs  from  Rich.  Welcome  and  his  wife 
Eleanor  of  Star  Island,  to  Henry  lieck  of  Great  Island,  and 
conveys  a  house  forty  feet  S((uar(!,  and  a  small  parcel  of  land, 
near  the  house  of  .John  llinii'iin,  siluab;  (»n  a  higliway  running  to 
the  water-side. 

Cranficld  lived  in  New  Castle,  sometimes  at  an  ordinary,  at 
other  times  in  private  houses,  lb;  occupieti  tiie  Jallrey  cottage 
for  two  years- 
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It  was  during  the  administration  of  Cranlield  tliat  tlie  inlial)i- 
tants  of  Great  Island  began  to  agitate  tlie  subjeet  of  incorpora- 
tion. Tlie}^  liad  previously  (date  uiu-ertain)  obliiined  permission 
from  tlie  IMassacluisetls  General  Court  to  lia\  e  a  minister  of 
their  own.  They  now  renewetl  the  application  to  their  own 
newl}'-con;stituted  go\'crnment.  Tlie  request  -was  simply  '-to 
have  an  all(J^ve(l  and  appro^■ed  minister  among  us;  "  Avhether  at 
their  own  sole  charge  or  tliat  of  Hie  whole  toNvn,  tiiey  left  oikmi 
for  considei'ation.  The  i)eople  chose  Nathaniel  Fryer,  George 
Jatlrey,  Ivobei't  Elliot  and  ,b)hn  Ilinks  to  i)resent  and  enlarge 
upon  their  petition.  The  ai-giimeiil  \\  as  tlic  i>rofanation  of  the 
Sal)bath,  abundance  of  chihb'en  could  Jiear  no  sei'inoiis, 

servants  Avho  Avanted  ease  on  Sunday  instead  of  the  labor  oT 
rowing  their  masters  and  mistresses  to  the  Portsmoutli  ciiurcli, 
and,  linally,  the  danger  of  lea\  ing,  for  a  single  chiy,  liis  Majesty's 
fortifications  unprotected. 

At  this  date,  1(>82,  tliere  Avere  about  sixty  families  on  the 
island;  ten  Avharves  and  twenty-six  barns  and  \varehouses. 
But  tlie  ligures  in  i-egard  to  the  population  (jf  this  [x-riod 
are  unreliable;  foi'*at  alxjut  tint  same  date,  I  liiid  nearly  one 
luindred  names  of  men  sui)i)osed  to  be  li\'ing  in  New  Castle. 
All  the  confusion  prior  to  the  lieNolution,  or,  to  be  exact, 
1773,  arises  from  three  circumstances:  llrst,  the  fact  of  the 
place  having  an  unusually  large  transient  po[)iilation,  }'et  >vliich 
reckoned  themselves,  on  account  of  the  unsettletl  stal(!  of  this 
\y,\\t  of  the  country,  as  belonging  \vdiere  they  happened  to  he; 
sc!Cond,  soldiers  at  the  Fort,  and  men  employed  in  construction 
of  eartlnvorks,  at  dillerent  times,  Avere  often  countetl  in;  and, 
lastly,  the  names  of  scattci'ed  families  in  that  part  of  tlu;  town- 
ship now  liye,  and  sailors  and  lishermeii,  sometimes  at  home  and 
sometimes  not,  would  be  added  to,  or  omitted  from,  petitions  and 
enumei-ations  of  the  population,  according  to  chance. 

For  the  gratification  of  genealogists  and  anticpiarians,  I 
will  liere  api>eiKl  a  list  of  such  names  as  l)elong  to  the  earliest 
history  of  New  Castle.  The  selection  is  made  from  tliose 
appearing  oftcnest  and  remaining  extant  longi.'st  —  some  of 
them  to  the  i)resent  time.  'J' he  spelling  of  many  of  them  is 
modernized.  This  is  nec(;ssary,  as  the  same  name  has  often 
several  forms,  even  when  written  by  its  beai'er;  and  then. 
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some  of  our  ancestors  had  a  singular  autograph,  made  witli 
two  short  lines  crossing  each  otlier  at  various  angles,  M'hile 
tlie  spelling  was  done  by  some  clerk  or  friend.  But  licre  is 
the  list,  ai'ranged  alphabetically ;  and  I  note  that  the  name 
which  stands  (irst,  has  had  that  position,  in  increasing  numbers, 
from  KJSO  to  ISS-i  : 


Amazeen, 

Atkinson, 

Bell, 

Elliot, 

Estvvick, 

Fryer, 

Ilinckes, 

Jackson, 

Jall'rey, 

Jones, 

Jiu-dan, 

Langmaid, 

Leach, 

Odiorne, 


Parker, 

Kand, 

Kaudall, 

Seavy, 

Sheafe, 

Stileman, 

Tarlton, 

Trefethen, 

Tucker, 

Waldron, 

-  A\^alford, 
Wallis, 

-  Walton, 
White. 


Let  no  one,  who  misses  his  name  fr(jm  the  a])ove  list,  feel 
aggrieved;  but  remember  it  is  a  selection  of  tiie  more  ])roini- 
nent  of  a  certain  early  and  limited  period.  The  epoch  ot  the 
Lears,  Frosts,  Sargents,  Vennards,  I'rtscotls,  Meloons  and 
Yeatons  had  not  yet  arrived. 

Sonui  of  the  names  are  line;  se\cral  unconunon.  Our  old 
friends  ]>rown  and  Smith  are  consi)icuousIy  absent  all  tln-ough 
the  town's  annals ;  l)ut  we  rejoice  in  a  Jones,  who,  it  is  true,  as 
yet,  put  that  curious  mark  between  his  Christian  and  surname. 
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hwt  ill  time  was  able;  to  ^vl■ile  it  in  full  ai;ainst  good  romui 

SUlllS. 

I  have  been  sti'iictc  in  lool^ing  o\er  New  Castle  genealogies, 
with  the  persistence  of  certain  Christian  names.  As  snre  as 
there  is  a  single  Amazeen,  his  Christian  name  is  Jcilm  ;  if  tw(j, 
there  is  a  John,  Jr.,  or  2(1.  An  xVtkinson  is  ahvnys  Theodore,  and 
a  Jaffrey,  George,  and  a  Sheafe,  Sampson;  while  it  would  almost 
seem  as  if  there  could  not  l)e  a  T.ear,  whose  iirst  name  ^vas  not 
Tobias.  WhencA'cr  there  is  an  J'^.stw  ick,  it  is  riu-asant.  .lonathan 
clings  to  Odiorne,  and  Elias  to  Tarlton,  through  all  generations. 
There  is  always  a  AVilliam  Waliis.  Later,  Stileman  got  to  be 
a  Christian  name,  and  contimies  to  be;  and  is  also  perpetuated 
in  the  lirst  ledge  mark(;d  with  a  nun  Inioy,  one-third  of  the  way 
between  tlui  Fort  and  Whale's  iJaek  Light,  known  as  Stilenjan's 
Ivocks. 

l>nt  the  most  remarkabh)  concurrence  </f  lirst  names  is  in  the 
Bell  fanuly,  ^vhich,  when  blessed  with  sons,  always  called  them, 
in  due  order  of  l)irth,  Sluulrach,  JNTeshach  and  Abednego.  All 
three  ))loom  out  together  fre(inently  in  the  town  records,  and 
once  begin  again  with  SlKuirach,  ,Ir.  What  whim  possessed 
the  founder  of  the  family  to  burden  his  posterit}'  Avith  the 
uncouth  appellations  of  those  three  ancient  salamanders,  1 
know  not,  iniless  the  family  tree  Avas  as  old  as  Nelnichadnez/.ar's 
grass. 

In  consecjuence  of  this  recurrence  of  the  same  Christian  names 
for  two  hundred  years  in  our  history,  it  is  often  dillicult  to 
distinguish  between  members  of  the  same  family;  and  one  is 
never  certain  which  of  certain  intlividuals  is  intended  in  the 
documents. 

In  the  foregoing  list,  I  have  omitted,  purposely,  the  names  of 
those  families  living  within  the  boundaries  of  New  Castle,  but 
remote,  and  scattered  all  over  the  present  tei-ritory  of  Kye. 
They  were  not  closely  identified  witli  the  island  population,  be- 
yond attendance  at  the  Now  Castle  church,  and  ultimately  forn)t!d 
a  townshii),  or  parish  of  their  own.  Their  names  appear  as 
remonstrants,  \vhenever  the  stricil^  ij,land  pi'oph.'  pi.-titioned  for 
a  town  charter.  The  leading  families,  who  called  Ihemsehes 
"Inhabitants  at  Sagamore  cri'ck,"  were  the  Ler\s,  Bracketts, 
Langdons,  Sherburnes,  Lears,  Slopers  and  I'everl}s. 
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From  1G82  to  lOO;},  several  [)elitions  were  odered  b.v  the  people 
of  tlie  island  for  a  tt)\viisliip  chart er;  l)u(,  Ix  iiiii,'  ojtposed  i)y 
Portsmouth,  as  Avell  as  by  tlie  dwellers  on  Sagamore  Creek,  it 
was  not  granted.  For  some  years  l)efore  Ki'J;),  (he  [X'ople 
had  refused  to  pay  any  lax  assc^ssed  by  I'ortsnioiilh ;  and  at 
length  the  Governor  and  Council  decided  that  suc;h  assessment 
was  illegal.  Having  gained  this  inr[)ortant  concession,  the 
obtaining  a  charter  was  no  longer  dillicult,  and  followed 
almost  innn(;diatc;ly.  '['he  lirst  vote;  was  taken  17th  March, 
1G5J3,  and  \\as  a  tie  on  the  part  of  the  Council,  but  JJeutenant- 
Goveriior  Usher  decided  it  by  voting  yea.  When  the  matter 
came  up  again,  the  grant  meanwhile  having  been  prepared  and 
engrossed,  tliere  was  l)ut  one  dissenting  vote  upon  its  l)eing 
signed  and  executed  by  the;  Lieutenant-(ro\  ernor.  So,  on  the 
oOtliday  of  May,  1003,  Great  island  Ijccame  '  aTowne  Corporate, 
by  the  name  of  New  Castle,  to  llu!  nu-n  and  iidiahitants  thereof 
fore\  er,"  on  the  payment  to  the  King,  or  his  successors,  yearly, 
on  the  2()th  October,  of  one  j)ep[)('rcorn. 

But  the  reader  may  like  to  se(i  the  whole  of  this,  probabl}^  tlie 
oldest  Me\v  Kngland  ro3  al  cli-irlcr  ^^  hicli  has  been  preser\  ed. 
The  parchment  is  uninjured,  and  the  writing  is  still  decipher- 
able.* 'The;  seal  has  ])een  gone  from  it  beyoiul  the  mi-mory 
of  the  li\iug.  A  co[)y,  ho\\c!\cr,  of  the  royal  seal  in  use 
in  this  Province  at  the  dale;  of  signing  of  this  charter,  and 
undoubtedly  the  sanu;  as  originally  adixed  to  the  document,  is 
gi\'en  below. t 


*  By  consent  of  Ihc  town,  the  original  cliai  ti-r  will  be  on  exiiiliition  at  Hotel 
Wentwoi-Lh,  during  the  beason  of  18&4. 

t  Meduliistd  ni.iy  like  to  know  that  this  .seal  s,,i8lhe  lir.st  in  the  liisiory  of  lliiw 
Province.  In  ITU),  by  oidcr  of  her  Majcrit;^',  t^uciMi  Aihk!,  it  was  broken  up,  and 
H  new  one  snljslitutfd,  dilferini^  but  sHglilly  fiMiu  the  foinier,  wiiicli  continued  iu 
use  until  the  Revolution. 
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CHARTER  OF  THE  TOWN  OF  NEW  CASTLE. 

Williatn  and  Mary,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  of  England,  Scotland,  France 
and  Ireland,  King  and  Queen,  Defenders  of  tlie  Faith,  &.c.,  to  all  people 
to  whom  these  presents  shall  Come  Greeting.  Know  yee  that  Wee  of 
our  especiall  Grace,  certain  knowledge,  and  meer  motion,  have  Given 
and  Granted  And  by  these  presents  as  farr  as  in  us  lyes,  Doe  give  and 
Grant  to  our  beloved  Subjects,  Men  and  Inhabitants,  within  and  upon 
Great  Island,  within  our  Province  of  New  Hampshire,  in  New  England, 
and  the  lands  to  them  belonging,  Running  from  a  point  of  Land  there 
on  the  South  side  of  Saggamores  Creek,  called  Sampsons  point,  and 
from  thence  Southwest  by  the  outside  of  the  fenced  land  of  Saggamores 
Creek  to  the  head  of  Aaron  Moses  field  to  an  old  Hemlock  Tree  by  the 
side  of  the  Road  way,  and  fromi  thence  upon  the  aforesaid  Southwest 
point  to  the  Road  way,  between  Sandy  Beach  and  Greenland,  leaving 
Greenland  about  three  miles  to  the  Westwards  soe  forwards  upon  the 
same  point  to  Hampton  Bounds,  and  then  East  to  the  Sea,  that  the  same 
be  a  Towne  Corporate  by  the  name  of  New  Castle  to  the  men  and 
Inhabitants  thereof  forever.  And  Wee  doe  by  these  presents  Give  and 
Grant  unto  the  said  Men  and  Inhabitants  of  our  towne  of  New  Castle, 
all  and  every,  the  streetes,  lanes  and  highways  within  the  said  Towne, 
for  the  Publique  use  and  service  of  the  Men  and  Inhabitants  thereof  and 
travellers  there,  together  with  full  power,  lycence  and  authority  to  the 
said  men  and  inhabitants  within  the  said  towne  forever,  to  establish, 
appoint,  order  and  direct  the  establishing,  making,  laying  out,  ordering, 
amending  and  repairing  of  all  streetes,  lanes,  highways,  ferry  places  and 
Bridges,  in  and  throughout  the  said  Towne,  necessary,  iieedfLil  and 
convenient  for  the  Men  and  Inhabitants  of  the  said  towne,  and  for  all 
travellers  and  passengers  there  :  Provided  always  that  our  said  Lycence 
soe  as  above  granted  for  the  establishing,  in-aking  and  laying  out  of 
streetes,  lanes,  highways,  ferry  places  and  Bridges,  be  not  extended  or 
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constructed  to  extend  to  the  taking  away  of  any  person  or  persons  Right 
or  Property  without  his,  her,  or  their  consent,  or  by  some  knowne  law  of 
our  Province  :  To  have  and  to  hold  and  enjoy,  all  and  singular,  the 
premisses  aforesaid,  to  the  said  Men  and  Inhabitants  of  the  said  Towne 
of  New  Castle  and  their  successors  forever,  Rendring  and  paying  therefore 
unto  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  or  to  such  other  office  or  officers  as 
shall  be  appointed  to  receive  the  same  yearly,  the  annual  quitt  rent  or 
acknowledgement  of  Owne  Peppercorn  in  the  said  Towne,  on  the  five 
&.  twentieth  day  of  October,  yearly,  forever.  And  for  the  better  order, 
rule  and  government  of  the  said  Towne  Wee  doe  by  these  presents 
Grant  for  us  and  our  successors  unto  the  inen  and  Inhabitants  of  the  said 
Towne,  That  yearly  and  every  year  upon  the  first  Tuesday  of  March, 
forever,  they,  the  said  men  and  Inhabitants  of  our  said  Towne  shall  elect 
and  choose  by  the  major  part  of  them  two  sufficient  and  able  men, 
householders  in  the  said  Towne,  to  be  Constables  for  the  year  ensuing, 
which  said  men  so  chosen  and  elected  shall  be  presented  by  the  then 
next  precedeing  Constables  to  the  next  Quarter  Sessions  of  the  Peace, 
to  be  held  for  the  said  Province,  there  to  take  the  accustomed  oaths 
appointed  by  Law  for  the  Execution  of  their  offices,  under  such  penaltyes 
as  the  Law  of  our  said  Province  shall  appoint  and  direct  upon  refusall  or 
neglect  therein.  And  Wee  doe  by  these  presents  Grant  for  us,  our 
Heirs  and  successors,  unto  the  men  and  Inhabitants  of  the  said  Towne, 
That  yearly  and  every  year  upon  the  said  first  Tuesday  of  March,  forever, 
they,  the  said  men  and  Inhabitants  of  our  said  Towne,  or  the  major  part 
of  them,  shall  elect  and  choose  three  men,  Inhabitants  and  householders, 
within  our  said  Towne,  to  be  overseers  of  the  poor  and  highways,  or 
selectmen  for  our  said  Towne,  for  the  year  ensueing,  with  such  powers, 
priviledges  and  authorities  as  any  overseers  or  selectmen  within  our  said 
Province  have  and  enjoy  or  ought  to  have  and  enjoy.  And  Wee  doe 
further  by  these  presents  Give  and  Grant  for  us,  our  Heires  and  successors, 
unto  the  men  and  Inhabitants  of  the  said  Towne  and  their  successors, 
forever,  That  they  shall  have  and  enjoy  and  use  the  Ferry  the  days  of  the 
Fairs  of  New  Castle,  aforesaid,  forever,  to  be  held  there  every  Wednesday, 
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and  one  Fair  for  two  dayes,  to  witt,  on  the  first  Tuesday  and  Wednesdayes 
of  July,  forever,  together  with  all  issues  and  profits  to  the  said  Market 
and  Fair  accrewing  or  happening,  and  all  liberties  and  free  customs, 
priviledges  and  emolunnents  to  the  said  Market  and  Fair  belonging  or 
appertaining:  To  have  and  to  hold  the  said  Market  and  Fair  with 
issues  and  profits  and  liberties  and  free  customs,  priviledges  and 
emoluments  to  the  same  or  either  of  them  accrewing  or  happening, 
belonging  or  appertaining  to  the  said  men  and  Inhabitants  of  our  said 
Towne  of  New  Castle  and  their  successors,  forever.  In  testimony 
whereof  Wee  have  caused  the  Seal  of  our  said  Province  to  be  hereunto 
affixed.  Witness,  Jolm  Usher,  Esqr.,  our  Lievetennt.  Governor  and 
Commander  in  Cliiofe  of  our  said  Provifico  at  our  said  Towne  of  New 
Castle,  the  thirtyeth  day  of  May,  in  tlie  fifth  year  of  our  Reigne,  Annoque 
Domi,  1693. 

JN,  USHER. 

By  the  Lievt.  Governours  Command, 
THEO.  DAVIS,  Sec  ry. 
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Wliat  Avns  the  population  of  New  Castle  at  the  date  of  this 
charter,  it  is  (jiiite  impossible  to  deteriiiine  accurately.  On  one 
occasion,  forty  men  sign  the  ptititlon;  on  another,  thirty-three ; 
and  there  are  seventeen  remonstrants.  None  <jf  the  ii,overnment 
oflicials,  who  were  citizens,  appear  to  have  thonglil  it  proper  lo 
sign  a  document  on  which  th(;y  Avould  have  to  act  judicially.  1 
think  it  would  l)e  safe  to  say  that  not  more  than  one-third  of  the 
ratable  citizens  (men  o^'er  sixteen  years  of  ai>'e)  siy,"ned  any  one 
of  the  petitions.  It  is  jn'obahlc,  therefore,  that  in  1G9;}  there 
were  within  tlu;  whole  territory  of  tlie  tcnvn  not  far  from 
hundred  inhal/itants.  The  ri,u,ht  of  fairs  and  market  da}^, 
ai)pointed  in  the  charter,  ^^'as  prol)aI)]y  ne\-er  exercised  ;  it  \\  as 
a.  con\'entioual  conc(.'ssion,  according'  to  old  English  (  usiom. 
This  chai'tcr  conlinucs  lo  Ix;  the  only  aiiLhoi'ita(.iv(.'  legal  sanction 
ol"  the  cor[)oraliou  of  New  Castle:  and  under  its  pro\'isions  our 
town-meetings  are  still  hcdd. 

In  the  lirst  [)art  of  the  present,  century,  an  attempt  was  made 
to  change  the  date  of  tlui  annual  l,own-m<;eting ;  but  the  jx-ople 
rebelled  against  it  and  kept  their  old  cmstom. 

In  regard  t(;  the  name  of  tin;  town,  I  shall  say  little,  ])ecause 
without  positi\e  proof  of  its  origin.  It  w'oul(.l  l)e  most  natui-al 
to  sui)i)()Se  it  l)orro\N'ed  from  an  Iniglish  place  name,  or  from  I  he 
baronial  title.  But  this  J'ro\  iuc(Hiad  no  ass(jcial ions  with  the 
English  New  Castle;  and  it  was  not  until  long  after  that  any 
Duke  of  New  Castle  became  coinie(tted  a\  ith  American  colonial 
alfairs.  It  is  true,  the  title  of  New  Castle  had  not  lapsed;  but  it 
had,  in  1(>!).'{,  no  re[)reseulati\'e,  foi'  Thomas  Ifollis  Pelham  was 
born  in  IGOI.  llaA  ing  eliminated  those  two  possil)le  sourcH's  of 
the  origin  of  the  name;,  what  ha\  c;  we  left  ?  Only  this  :  that  ,  in 
connnon  allusions  to  the  Fort,  it  was  often  called  '•  The  Caslle," 
and  had  its  lirst  distinc;ti v(i  name  of  Fort  William  and  Mary  not 
until  one  year  after  the  incorpoi-ation  of  the  town,  that  is,  in 
l(i;>4.  It  was  then  so  named,  pi-oI)al)ly,  because  about  the 
king  matle  the  ct)lony  a  pi-esent  of  some  great  guns,  \\  lii(  h  were 
moimt('d  on  the  old  Fort.  In  a<ldition  to  this  new  ordnance,  t  he 
Foi't  ^vas  at  about  the  >ame  d:it'-  repaired;  and  there  seeuis  to 
ha\-e  l)een  a  foreign  engineer  emi)lovi  (l  iii  tlireeling  the  mounting 
of  the  guns  and  general  ]'ec<jnst  rucl  ion  of  t  he  woi'ks.  My  argu- 
ment then,  is  simply  this  :  the  Fort  had  l)een  called  and  known 
for  a  long  period  as  " 'idu.*  Castle;  "  at  the  dati;  of  incorporation, 
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it  was  furnished  witli  new  guns  and  substantially  rebuilt,  becom- 
ing a  ncii^  ciistlc.  A\'li;it  nioi'e  natural  i)resunipti<)n,  und(;r  tliest; 
circunistanees,  tlian  that  the  citi/ens  and  ollicials  should  give  to 
the  \Yords  constantly  on  their  lips,  ihe  dignity  ol"  capital  letters, 
New  Castle,  and  thus  cstablisli  a  name,  signilicant  of  the  town's 
military  importance — "  tlie  l^ey,"  or  '•  Castle,"  as  they  always 
called  it,     of  the  rr(j\'ince  ?  "  * 

Twelve  years  ago,  it  ^vould  lia\(;  been  impossible  to  have 
continued  tliis  hum])le  history  al'tcr  tlie  date  of  incorporation, 
and  for  the  next  thirty-three  years;  or,  from  l(]t)3  to  The 
town  records  for  tliat  period  Avere  gone,  none  kne\N-  Avlit;re;  and 
man^'  ])eople  Avere  >cei)tieal  in  regard  to  tlu're  es  i-r  liaving  been 
an}'.  T>ut  in  tlie  autunm  of  Ls?."),  the  jxistmasb'r  of  Ncnv  ( 'asl le, 
11.  Curtis,  l-:s(i.,  i-ecei\(Ml  a  h'tter  trom  Mr.  Henry  Starr,  of 
London,  infoi'ming  liim  that  one  of  liis  nciglibors,  a  Captain 
]>ol;cnliam,  t)f  (Mu-slnnd,  in  lleii  fordsliirc,  ])ad  in  his  i)ossessiou 
two  A'olumes  of  the  toNvn  records  <jf  New  Castle.  The  informa- 
tion was  received  here  witli  considerable  astonislnnent,  and  some 
incredulity.  Some  thought  llie  iiritisli  lion  wanted  to  put  his 
{YAW  into  our  small  dish:  others,  tiiat  it  Avas  a  de\  i(H'  for  a  large 
appr()[)riatiou  at  the  next  town-meeting.  IIowe\'(.'r,  tlie  Ic'tter 
was  cautiously  answered,  in(|uiry  l)eLng  made  as  to  the  expense 
of  getting  bacl<  tlu;  pi-ecious  documents.  'J'he  rei)ly  Avas  the 
Aoluuu'S  tiiemseh-es,  i)y  the  next  JCnglish  mail.  They  ])rove(I  to 
l)e  our  long-lost  j\!Cords,  of  tiie  (irst  thirty-three  years  of  the 
town's  cori)orat(i  existence,  in  ])erfect  i)reservation,  and  in  the 

'i"lu'  rciuK  r  iK)li'  thai  llu;  abovf  cxidaiiation  is  N\ii()lly  llicortHical.    I  uiii 

iii(lL-bt(Ml  to  Isaac  AV.  1  lamiuoiid,  hls(j[.,  .Assislaiil  Secretary  ot"  Slate  for  Ni;W 
llaini)sliire,  a  L,'oiitlt  iiuiii  very  learned  and  eoiiipeleiit  ia  all  such  curious  iri(|uiries, 
for  a  dillerent  theoi-y  in  regard  t(^  llie  narniii!^  of  New  Castle.  I  pi-eseut  Ins  \  ie\v 
Avllh  pleasure;  but  it  cannot  be  expected  that  1  shall  yive  the  wliole  of  the 
arijument  by  wliicb  lie  overtlii'ows  my  opinion;  i  w  ill,  however,  print  the  i)osi- 
tive  pait  of  AS'hat  lie  writes  me. 

"As  a  rula,  towns,  etc.,  in  those  limes,  Avere  named  for  places  in  Oreal 
Britain,  or  for  some  of  the  English  iiobilily ,  ^\■ith  the  exception  of  thoBo  which 
retained  their  Indian  names;  tiierc  were  some  exceptions,  but  T  think  no  more 
than  enough  to  i)rove  the  rule.  TUere  is  a  similarity  in  the  situation  of  the  city 
of  New  CaslU;,  in  the  north  of  ]'Jngland,  wiih  reierence  to  tlu!  river  and  oc«;an, 
and  our  town  of  New  Castle,  l^'roni  this  ancient  lliii-lish  cily  came  the  title 
bestowed  upon  William  Cavendish  (Duke  of  Xew  ( laslle)  and  iii  memory  of  him, 
in  conseijui-nce  of  the  similarity  above  meiiUoned,  or  both,  came  the  name  of 
our  '  XeN\'-( 'astle-by-thc-Sea,"  in  my  iiuml)le  opinion." 
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luuulvvriliiiy,"  of  Francis  'I'uckcr,  an  atloniey  of  New  Caslle; 
'IMicodorc  Atkinson,  tlie  llrst  of  lliat  name;  and  Sampson  Slii-afe, 
probably  the  second  of  tliat  Jiame.  The  first  volume  is  bound  in 
vellum;  tlie  second  lias  lost  its  biudinii;,  —  perliai)S  never  liad 
any.  No  one  knows,  at  present,  when  or  ho^^'  tiiey  i;(;t  to 
England.  'J'lieir  (lisc;o\erer,  INIr.  Henry  Starr,  supposes  the> 
were  i)art  of  booty  carried  from  New  Castle  in  the  Uevoluti(jn: 
others  ha\'e  concluded  they  \\  ere  taken  to  Kni;lan(l  to  establisli 
titles,  or  vei'ify  family  tlescent.  One  theoiy  is  as  i^ood  as 
another.  The  most  cui'ious  part  of  the  story  is  tiiat  Captain 
Bokenham,  in  \vhose  house  the  records  were  foinid,  did  not  at 
all  know  how  they  came  there. 

The  discover}^  and  return  of  these  records  was  an  almost 
romantic  event  for  our  little  town,  which  had,  indeed,  some 
va^"ue  idea  that  its  ancient  histoi-y  was  more  j-emarkable  than  its 
modern,  but  could  not  hitherto  produce  any  cA  idence  of  it.  The 
records  were  all  the  more  in([isi)ensal)le  to  its  earliest  history, 
inasnmcli  as  those  of  Portsmouth,  which  might  have  shed  some 
light  upon  it,  were  known  to  have  l^een  destroyetl.  The  town,  at 
its  next  aimual  meeting  (March,  187-1)  passed  a  handsome  vote  of 
thanks  to  the  gentlemen  who  had  disc(^\  ered  and  presented  the 
^•olumes,  ^vhich  ^^  as  engrossed  on  |)archment  and  forwarded  to 
them  in  tlue  time. 

AVe  have  now  a  complete  roll  of  town  records,  from 
to  the  i)resent  time,  with  the  exception  of  the  lievolutionary 
period,  Avhen  the  town  was  in  confusion,  and  Its  put;lic  atlairs 
were  either  neglected  or  no  record  was  kept  of  them.  The 
reco\'ered  documents  have  cleared  up  some  obscurities,  and 
corrected  several  mistakes  in  former  references  to  the  history 
of  New  Castle,  the  advantage  of  which  has  enabled  me,  in  the 
preceding  narrati\'e,  to  follow  the  general  course  of  events 
with  more  sequence  and  certainty;  and  now  I  shall  sunnnarize, 
briell^s  the  remaining  portion  of  the  town's  history,  contining 
myself  to  its  local  atfairs  cliielly,  as  tiiey  from  this  time  forward 
became  less  mingled  with  those  of  the,  \vhole  ProN'ince. 

The  charter  having  bee-n  issu«'d  on  the  30th  May,  ir;;);i,  th(! 
regular  procetlure  seems  to  ha\  e  reipiii'ed  that  the  Council  should 
give  leave  to  the  citizens  of  the  new  enclosure  to  elect  all  neces- 
sary ollicers  "  foi*  carrying  on  the  pruckmtial  atlairs  of  the  town," 
\vhich  accordingly  ^vas  granted,  August  -Ith,  in  the  same  3ear. 
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But  matters  moved  with  yroat  deliberation  in  those  old  days; 
and  it  -was  not  initil  the  20th  l)(;ceiuht'f,  1(;!)3,  that  the  lirst  t(nvn- 
meetini^'  A\  as  lield.  The  only  olliccrs  eleeted  at  this  tinie  were 
three  selectmen,  John  Clark,  James  Uandel  and  Franeis  Tucker; 
and  one  constable,  John  Leach.  Tiie  llr.st  business  transacted 
Avas  the  Ie\'ying  a  tax  of  £25  O^',  of  a\  hich  £23  (>.s  8(Z  w  as  for  the 
Province,  "  for  repair  of  fortilical ions  and  reimbursing"  ye 
treasure.-]',"  "and  £1  14.s  lO.  foj'  the  t(j\\  n's  exclusi\  e  use.  'J'his 
was  the  sum  of  the  lirst  town  tax  ;  tliat  of  tlie  current  year, 
1884,  two  hundred  and  one  years  later,  is  .^;3,00{).  Hut  it  was 
Avith  the  fathers  as  with  us;  thc}^  exceeck'd  tlieii'  appropriation; 
they  actually  spent  £2  os  ;  and  there  w  as  an  alarjuiiiii,-  delicit  of 
ei.ght  shillings  and  one  i)ence  !  'J'hey  had  forgotten,  in  fact,  to 
f(jrecast  the  (;xpense  of  a  i)air  of  stocks,  which  tlie  credit  and 
security  of  a  new  town  I'ecjuired,  and  which  cost  £1  bs.  Then 
there  was  that  inevitable  '-contingent  expense,"  and  I  seem  to 
hear  our  old,  lirst  board  of  selectmen,  as  1  have  so  often  their 
successors,  saying  amidst  much  excitement,  "  it  is  not  our  fault 
that  the  windows  of  ye  meeting-house  had  to  be  mended  ;  the 
bill  was  10s;  we've  i)aid  Simpson's  1)111  and  got  his  receipt;  now 
if  you  don't  like  it,  stick  your  old  hats  into  the  next  hole  in  ye 
old  nu'cting-house."  This  meeting  Avas  held  in  the  ancient 
church,  near  the  Fort ;  it  was  ])eci.inl)e]" ;  and  1  fancy  the  new- 
made  citizens,  in  knee-breeches  and  candet  cloaks,  looking  uj)  at 
the  windows,  and,  on  the  whole,  glad  to  pay  for  the  glazing. 
Still,  they  there  and  then  began  tliat  wonderful  enterprise  of 
self-government,  "which  has  turned  out  so  famously  and  grown 
to  such  extraordinaiw  proportions,  by  tims  eai'ly  holding"  1  licir 
rulers  responsible  for  e\"ery  i)ul3lic  action  and  expentliture ;  y(;s, 
by  themselves  feeling  accounta))l(;,  and  therefore  having  a  per- 
sonal interest  in  all  public  concerns. 

I  have  spent  the  larger  pai't  of  my  life  in  the  country,  and 
began  to  go  to  town-meetings  when  the  good  red  buns,  and 
town-meeting  cake  and  outside  assemblage  of  ))oys,  \\ ere 
tbe  cliief  attractions.  This  old  habit  I  lia\e  continued,  partly 
from  duty,  believing,  as  om;  nni^l  lliat  these  huml)U!,  local 
assemblies  will  be  the  last,  as  Ihey  \\  c're  the  lirst,  I'efuge  of  the 
lovers  of  freedom  among  our  vwcv.  ^  and  i)artly,  1  dare  say, 
because  I  am  still  fond  of  biuis  and  boys,  ami  seeing  how 
sensible  or  ridiculous  uien  (;an  ))e  when  assembled  to  deliberate 
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and  act  on  public  alfairs.  'J'hoso  oi'  my  in-adcrs,  llieiororc,  ^^  ho 
have  never  attciuled  a  Ncnv  England  town-nieeting,  may  be 
pleased  to  know  Avliat  it  is  like. 

In  general,  it  may  be  said,  that  it  is  an  occasion  when  some 
public  business  is  transacted,  of  the  necessary  sort,  and  the  year's 
accumulation  of  criticism,  gi  ie\'aiices  and  personal  grudges  b(; 
discharged.  In  New  Castle  \vi;  deliberate  w  ith  our  hats  on,  after 
tlie  manner  of  the  Bi'itisli  J'arliament.  We  al\\  a}  s  Ihinlv  here  that 
it  is  time  enough  t(;  take  them  oil"  AN  hcn  we  go  \\)  bed.  No  sooner 
is  a  new  to\vn  government  elected  tiian  it  begins  to  be  watched 
and  found  fault  \N  i(ii.  Then  appears  tliat  almost  natural  impulse 
of  our  r;u;e,  or,  pei'haps,  inliei  itcd  in  its  long  contests  for  free- 
dom, which  im])els  it  to  consider  its  ci\'il  rulers  natural  enemies. 
In  town  governments  this  watch I'ldness  and  criticism  are  not 
always  an  unmixed  good;  tliey  often  l^ecome  fri\ olous,  and  turn 
on  personal  or  party  sympathies  and  antipathies.  As  in  a  larger 
splun'e,  whocA  cr  holds  a  town  odlce  is  almost  sure  to  make  mor(," 
enemies  than  friends;  and  he  is  much  more  lialjle  to  know  and 
feel  it  than  ollice-holders  of  higher  rank.  One  can  better  bear 
the  nuiudacitics  and  iimuendoes  of  the  ])ress  tlian  the  frowns  and 
gossip  of  liis  neighbors  and  tlic  \  illage  shop.  Jf  you  wish  to  lo.st; 
credit  and  good-will  among  your  felloAV-citizens,  to  discover  yowv 
weaknesses,  and  to  know  t  lie  worst  that  can  be  said  of  you,  go,  get 
youi'self  into  town  olhce.  "How  can  1  liiul  my  family  history?" 
said  a  gentleman  to  a  genealogist.  "  Simply  by  running  for 
ollice,"  was  the  answer.  There  is,  in  conseciuence,  oi'len  a  dis- 
inclination iov  town  ollices,  as  the  emoluments  are  small  and  the 
risks  great.  The  l)est  men  take  them  with  some  dread,  not  of 
the  labors  and  duties,  but  the  odium.  It  is  not,  howe\  er,  deep- 
seated,  abiding  odium  ;  it  is  quickly  forgotten.  It  seems  to  be, 
in  country  communities,  a  sort  of  sportive  revenge  they  delight 
in  taking  ni)on  one  of  their  own  number,  with  whom  they  feel  a 
I)erfeet  equality,  for  having  set  liim  in  a  little  brief  authority 
over  themselves;  as  some  savages  whip  their  home-made  gods. 

I  know  of  no  more  grim,  and  yet  humorous  spectacle  among  our 
various  political  assemblages,  than  the  annual  New  England  town- 
meeting.  The  selectmen  are  sealed  behind  a  long  tal)le,  on 
which  are  the  records,  the  account-books  and  pai)ers,  and  a  law- 
book or  two — the  Town  Otlicer,  perhaps,  and  the  Statutes  of 
the  State.    They  look  nervous,  but  deliant.    Indeeil,  it  does  put 
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;i  mail  on  his  mettle  to  face  a  \)0(\y  (jf  eili/.eiis  to  w  lioiii  lie  is 
directly  iiccoiintal)le.  Before  the  selectmen  stand  their  fellow- 
citizens —  perhaps  lift}  ,  perhaps  two  hundred,  —  I'cad}'  to  listen 
to  the  report  of  the  year's  transactions;  ready,  also,  to  put  the 
most  provokinii,-  (piestions.  Many  of  them  have  been  to^vn 
ollicers  themseh  es ;  these  know  the  .-situation,  but  ha\'e  the  less 
mercy  ou  that  account.  'i'Jie  \()uchers  may  l)e  all  right,  the 
accounts  balanced  and  audited  ;  but  in  t  he  course  of  the  ollicinl 
year  things  ha\'e  happened  not  set  (I<m\  u  in  them,  w  hich  will  ha\c 
to  be  squared  l)y  some  sharp  thrusLs,  some  sl^'  insinuation  nv 
open  accusation.  Sometimes  an  order  or  motion  is  ])roposed 
tliat  i>roclaims  sonu'l)t)dy  is  to  l)e  i)unished;  nothing  is  said,  but 
everyone  knows  Avhat  it  me:ins  ;  and  tlunH;  is  a.  silent  rcdish  in 
the  rustic;  l)osom,  at  seeing  a  neighbor,  especiall}'  if  he  h;i.pp(;ns 
to  be  in  otiice,  made  uncomfortable.  Meanwhile,  the  cross- 
(piestioning  goes  on,  "with  an  occasional  speech  by  some  (•iti/.en, 
Avhosc  only  opportunity  it  is  in  the  course  of  the  year.  The 
motion  is  about  to  be  put;  suddenly  the  gentleman  from  Clam- 
shell Corner  and  Battle  Alley  s})rings  to  his  feet  and  says  he  is 
not  read}^  for  the  (piestion.  He  takes  a  wide  range;  condennis 
the  way  in  which  almost  everything  has  ))een  nuuiaged  the  year 
past,  and  otf(!rs  nuich  sage  and  angry  counsel ;  >\  hich,  having 
reliesed  himself  of,  his  good  natiu'e  returns,  he  faces  al^out, 
votes  as  nsual,  and  for  half  a  j  ear  is  a  iiartisan  of  the  authorities. 
But  Mr.  Toothacher,  from  Jerry's  Tint  and  Cutalong,  is  a  more 
steady-going  opponent  of  every  board  of  selectmen  ;  his  general 
vicNV  is  that  the  town's  alfairs  are  going  to  the  (K^gs.  lie  makes 
no  speeches,  but  lu;  pro])hecies  to  a  neighbor  across  the  jjasturcj 
bars,  and  warms  his  sarcasms  beside  the  sto\e  of  the  village 
store.  lie  is  alwaj's  a  thorn  in  the  sides  of  the  selectmen.  He 
wants  Av hat  he  calls  a  plain  statement;  he  thinks  the  selectmen 
have  spent  too  much  money;  the  taxes  are  ever  too  much;  the 
roads  are  good  enougli  for  him;  the  schoolhouse  will  last 
another  year,  and  liis  face  is  set  like  (lint  against  all  imi)rove- 
ments.    He  is  in  great  contrast  to  the  class  are  ahNays 

ready  to  vote  away  other  peoi)le's  money. 

Then  there  is  the  alien  citizen  -  1  nK-an,  not  born  in  New 
Castle  —  who  is  apt  to  be  of  liberal  tendencies  respecting  public 
allairs.  His  position  is  ditlicttlt.  There  is  the  same  distinction 
liere  bet\veen  the  native  born  and  the  alien,  as  there  was  in 
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Athens  or  Kome.  liesiclcace  is  notliin;^-;  unless  of  local  descent 
you  imd  yourself  always  on  the  outside  of  the  aut(jcthonous 
circle  and  your  disal)ilitjes  nnrenioved.  1 1  is  in  vain  to  explain 
to  your  fellow-citizens  tliat  it  Avas  not  your  fault  but  niisfcn-lunc 
that  you  were  not  Ijorn  in  iS'ew  (Jastle.  Tlieir  ililliculty  is  in 
undcrstandiny,-  liow  this  couhl  have  ha[Ji)ened  ;  and  }  (;ui'  actually 
])eing-  here  is,  if  not  suspicious,  always  a  mystery. 

It  oflen  ha[)pens  that  the  poll-tax:  is  arrayed  auainst  Ihe 
pro])(.'rty-ta.\.  Then  you  \Nill  st'c,  on  llu'  final  \o[v.,  the  rii^ht 
hand  of  the  younger  men,  .slreUdu^d  u|)N\ard  full  Icnuth,  in  its 
bold,  moneyless  frecdtnn,  ah\:iys  allirmativc,  and  lu-arly  alw  nys 
triumphant;  Avliile  the  liands  of  the  opposition,  tlie  conser\ati\T. 
older  citizens,  are  raised  timidly  only  from  tlie  elbow.  AVe  can 
\vii\(i  them  to  light  it  out  on  this  line;  ihcii-  frei'd<jni  is  safe  in 
their  o\vn  liands.  The  toAvn  methods  of  conductini;,-  busiJiess  arc 
clums}',  aljsurd,  infornud;  tiie  nuiimers  of  the  meeting-,  rough; 
now  \'i(dent,  noAV  indillerent;  matters  pi'oeeetl  conl'usedly;  but 
tlu'  ends  attained  are  the  pi'ide  of  our  ei\ili/a1  ion ,  e(|uitable  lax- 
alion,  sate  ]-oads  and  bridges,  carc^  of  tlie  pcjor,  ])ubiic  ordei-  and 
equal  and  sullicient  educalion  for  all. 

There  >vas  a  ])eri(Hl  in  the  histoi-y  of  all  >s'ew  England  towns 
when  tlu'y  had  the  care  of  religion.  At  length,  N\]ien  divisions 
in  religious  sentiment  arose,  the  towns  wisely  relinquished  this 
care.  In  Ne\\'  Castle,  tlie  right  of  sutlragc;  did  not  depeiul  upon 
church  membership;  }et,  as  elsewhere,  the  church  \vas  the 
l)ower  that  controlled  and  ga\e  direction  to  all  civil  allaiivs. 
Here,  the  town  and  church  did  not  become  wholly  separated 
until  about  1825-;'.0. 

That  the  ancient  town-meetings  were  nnich  like  the  modern, 
has  been  e\  ident  to  me  fi'om  c-areful  reading  of  llu;  records.  It 
is  clear  enougli  w  hen  matters  ai'e  in  content i<m  ;  it  is  clear  what 
is  of  public  interest  from  year  to  year.  Often  you  can  I'ead 
helweeil  the  lines.  When  a  new  nnnister  is  to  be  called,  llu; 
town  clei-k's  iceord  is  el(;(inent  w  ith  eii'eumlociitioiis ;  w  lu-n  it  is 
in  discussion  \N'hether  to  build  a  pai  soiiag(>,  liis  I'eport  sinew  s  the 
])re\'ailing  sentinumt.  In  times  «d'  trouble,  he  becomes  scriptural ; 
then  you  nuiy  know  dangi'r  is  alu-ad.  ,]nstl>cforc  the  war  of  bSJii, 
llu!  warrant  for  a  tijAvn-mcetiug  calls  upon  llie  citizens  to  bring 
in  their  \-otes  •  ■  f or  a  ])crson  (pialilied  and  suitabU;  to  repri'sciit 
said  town  at  llii'  legislature  tor  wise  men — men  skilled  in  the 
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times,  to  know  what  Israel  ouiiht,  to  do."  Lalei-  on,  a  town 
clei-k  stops  in  his  reeord  to  exclaim  auainst  tiie  eorrnption  of  llie 
aiic ;  and  auain  to  _i;i\  (;  in  Cull  I  he  el  ymolcjuy  of  ilic  word 
Kederal. 

Tlie  lirst  town-elerk  ol"  iNew  Casllr,  cleclion,  ^^  as  Tlieodore 
Atkinson.  Jielow  are  given  Ids  signal iii'e  and  seal,  nsed  upon 
oHiciai  docnments. 


'J'lie  (•()nsta))U!  w  asllie  most  important  town  f  nnet  ionary  ;  he 
collected  the  rates,  and  looiscd  after  llie  pi-act;  and  good  order  of 
the;  peoi)le.  'IMie  seal  below  is  a  cnrions  monoiiram  of  IJicli. 
Jose,  sheriff  of  the  rroviuce  and  town,  in  latter  part  of  tlic 


seventeenth  century.  There  was  a  regular  night-watch  for  all 
parts  of  the  town  ;  ande\  ery  night  flu;  c(mstal)le,  with  four  men  of 
Hie  watch,  visited  {ill  ])nl)lic  houses  to  enforce  tlic  regidatit)ns 
concerning  tlicm.  No  strangers  wi're  aIlo\vc;d  in  New  ( "aslle al)o\'e 
fourti;en  (hiys,  without  jn)ticci  to  the  -eleclmen.  ANHioever  sold 
Tupior  to  a  eonnnou  druid<ard  w  ;i  >  iiai/i»  t o  line  ;  and  tlu;  seleci- 
inen  gave;  to  the  inii-kee])er  tiie  names  of  persons  lo  \N  hom  tiie\' 
were  foj-bitklen  to  sell.    An  excellent  regulation. 

The  lirst  regidar  town-meeting,  held  acc(jrding  to  the  time 
(ixed  by  tlu;  chai'lei',  was  (Uh  March,  1(104.    In  the  same  }ear,  in 
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October,  the  lirst  rt.s.seinl)ly-iiU!ii  \mm-o  choscui,  — Tliomas  (Jol)bi't 
and  James  Kaiulel.  Tlie  expenses  of  Liu;  second  year  (jf  the 
town's  existence  were  £22  G.s  3^/.  In  tlieni  were  included  the 
cost  of  coi)yin{2;  the  charter  and  the  parchment  for  the  same,  and 
also  the  cost  of  the  ver3MK)olv  on  which  are  Avritten  these  lirst 
accounts  and  records.  From  year  X.o  year  were  a<ldt'tl  the 
v  arious  other  ollicers  for  administerini^  local  atlairs,  as  the  need 
arose;  as  jnstices  of  the  peace,  liig'hway  surveyors,  cullers 
of  staves,  ])ac]vers  of  uiackerel  and  uu'ats,  hog-reeves,  fence- 
^  iewers,  pound-i':eep<;rs,  tytliin^'men,  criers  and  sextons.  Scliool- 
committees  were  not  yvX.  iVssemljly-nien  >vere  chosen  at  special 
meetings,  by  a  prescript  from  t  he  gox  ernor  and  council.  Their 
pay  was  about  tin'ce  dollars  j)er  day;  they  sat  sometimes  for  a 
day,  never  longer  than  two  Nvt.'cks,  and  adj(nirned  io  lixed  dates; 
until  dissolved  by  the  same  authority  which  had  called  theui 
together. 

Tlie  greatest  trial  laid  upon  the  to\vn  juithorities  of  New 
Castle,  in  the  (irst  years  of  its  incorporation,  Avas  tin;  "seat- 
ing of  the  uieeting-honse."  To  dra\v  the  social  lim;  across 
scpiare  ])c-ws,  side  seats  and  galU;ries,  and  please  everylMnly,  \\  as 
as  dillicult  as  to  arrange  a  modern  procession,  or  diiuier-table. 
In  IG'Jf),  the  town  decitled  to  intlict  penalties  upou  such  as  did 
not  com[)ly  A\  ith  the  orders  in  regard  to  where  they  should  sit  in 
the  meeting-house. 

In  IG'Jf),  the  expenses  had  swelled  to  £118  {)d ;  but  the 
lai-ger  [)art  of  it  was  to.uieet  the  rro\ ince  tax  and  the  salary 
of  the  minister.  The  next  year,  IGOG,  occurs  the  mo.st  important 
item  of  information  contained  iii  the  old  records;  it  is  an  in\eu- 
toiy  of  estates  and  ralal)le  persons  in  A^ew  Castle;  the  I'atable 
estates  retnrned  anu)unted  to  £1115  lis  ^  heads  ratable,  108. 
This  would  give  a  poi)ulatiou  of  a.l)out  500,  and  a  respectable 
average  of  property. 

1  will  give  here  a  copy  of  the  original  prescript  for  the  town- 
ineeting  of  tliis  year,  ICDG  : 

"  These  are  to  give  notice  to  tlu^  Freeholders  and  inhabitants 
of  this  town  that  they  are  to  meet  at  the  ineeting-house  at  eight 
of  the  clock  in  ye  morning,  on  Tiioday  couu;  sennight,  it  ])oing 
th(!  lirst  'J'nesday  in  M'ch  for  to  cln^ose  constables,  select uumi 
and  other  othcers  for  this  town  accM  to  a  charter  granted  by  the 
liight  lb)!).  John  Usher,  Fscj.  biml.  (Jov.  *t  Conun.  in  Chief  of 
this  Pro\'ince." 
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Wow  much  more  like  a  city  a<n  enniieiit  was  the  ancient  looani 
of  .selectmen  than  it  no^v  is,  ma}'  be  seen  in  tlie  custom, 
formerly,  of  a  monthly  meetini;-,  to  attend  to  any  l)usiness 
broug-ht  before  it.  Tlie  sek;c;tmL'n  sat  as  ju(l<^-es,  decidini;  trivial 
matters  appertainin<^  to  the  comnnniity.  As  many  of  our  early 
selectmen  were  also  members  of  t  he  l*ro\  incial  government,  all 
tiieir  actions  had  <^reat  \vei,<ilit  and  dignity.  The  citizens  might 
naturally  expect  that  the  interests  of  the  town,  in  its  relations 
with  the  ]'r()^■in(•e,  would  not  suller.  The  selectnu'u,  for  some 
time  after  the  inc()r[)<)rati()n  ot  New  (Jaslle,  held  tlieir  nu)n1iily 
meetings  at  the  hous(;  of  Dame  llainiah  I'urmont,  Avhom  1  have 
mentioned  before;  as  llu;  popular  hostess  of  her  time.  1  will 
(juote  some  s|)ecimens  of  the  kind  of  business  transacted  there 
l)y  our  selectmen  at  their  monthly  meetings  : 

"  IMarjorie  Koe  being  complained  of  for  her  not  taking  care  to 
maintain  herself,  was  sent  for  before  the  selectmen  ;  and  she  was 
then  ordered  by  the  selectmen  to  i)ut  herself  upon  some  honest 
employuient  wdiere])y  to  maintain  herself  >\  ilhin  one  month's 
time — -or  she  shoidd  be  sent  unto  ye  town  wlience  sh(i  came." 

"  Ordered  ■  that  any  person  that  lives  in  any  dwelling*  house  in 
tins  to^vn  shall  provide  to  the  said  house  a  good  ladder;  it  shall 
reach  to  the  top  of  said  house." 

"Ordered  -  that  whoever  lefts  tlieir  chinniey  take  fire  that  it 
llames  out  at  ye  top,  unless  in  the  time  of  snow  or  rain,  and  then 
set  on  fire  on  purpose,  shall  i)ay  the  sum  of  10s  for  each  default." 

"  Orck-red  •  that  no  ram  be  let  I'lin  on  the  connnons  from  .June 
2()th  until  iSo\'.  1st,  on  penalty  of  the  loss  of  the  ram,  the  ram 
to  be  killed  and  div  ided,  one  half  for  the  use  of  llu;  poor  ami 
one  half  to  the  informer." 

They  also  issued  orders  in  regard  to  liuildings,  whi'ii  they 
deemed  tlii'in  unsafe!  or  impro[)erly  constructed.  Lean-tos  Mere 
their  aversion,  and  they  are  constantly  ordering  them  to  be 
pulled  down.  [The  lean-to  has  always  been  a  favorite  kiiul  of 
addition  to  New  Castle  liouses  and  barns.  The  word  is  pro- 
nounced to  this  day  "  IciUi//'] 

After  a  time,  tlie  power  of  the  seleetnu-u  di'cre;ist'd,  and  all 
those  matters,  like  the  a!jo\  e,  w  i  re  discn.ssed  and  decidird  in  often 
meetings  of  the  citizens.  rrol)al)ly  the  selectmen  had  givi-n 
f r(!(|Uent  oHence,  and  exceetded  tlieir  pejwcr.  The  town  now  \  ()(cd 
to  warn  the  lazy  and  prolligafe;  to  grant  licenci-N.-  to  impound 
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stray  lioiis;  and  in  i^eneral  to  i)rovi(le  J'or  all  its  want--,  and 
forearm  against  all  dangers. 

Here  are  examples  ol"  the  minnte  cai-t;  llu;  coniiniinit.}-  exliihitcd 
for  its  own  interests:  one  of  a\  liirh  indicates  sutlieientiy  well 
llic^  'ixiicnial  nature  of  1  lu'  tow  n  uowrnnient  : 

"  Vot(Ml  :  the  Hogs  g'o  \\  itlioid,  yokes  in  tliis  town  llie  I'jisue- 
ing  Season,  except  \vlien  tliei-e  may  Ik'  a  complaint  of  there  Iteing 
very  brceehy." 

"  Voted  :  £25,  old  ttmor,  to  provide  a  snllieient  Bull  in  the 
town  the  Ihisneiiig  year." 

llei-e  is  an, order  in  legard  to  the  drones  of  the  hive; 
Yot(;d  :  that  thi;  Selectmen  ha\-e  an  lOnspection  overyc  Jnlial)- 
itants  of  A'e  Town,  and  wherein  they  tind  them  Lasey  as  they  do 
live,  they  See  that  they  may  he  imployed  and  ])ut  to  woi'k." 

Our  records  contain  the  epitome  of  our  histor}  ;  hut  les>  and 
los  circumstantial  as  time  goes  on.  I  ha\e  no  intention  ol' 
giving  a  documenttiry  history;  it  w oidd  iXMjiure  a  A'olume  hy 
itself.  It  \vonld  be  a  SNork  which  1  should  jjraisc;,  as  critics  do, 
without  i-eadi)ig.  I  l)ut  glanc-e  at  such  i)oi-tions  as  are  enlci'- 
taiuing  and  characteristic;  ])rototypes  of  men  and  juanners, 
with  wliieh  I  am  more  oi-  less  familiar  t(j-day;  ])ut  which, 
iiiiiorant  of  their  antecedents,  \n ould  he  hard  to  luiderstand. 

New  Castle  continued  its  career  after  incorporation,  in  ])eace 
anil  moderate  ])rosperity,  until  the  Ke\'olulion.  Schools  were 
established  early  in  the  eighteenth  century,  Avhich  grew  in  ])ul>lic 
favor  continually;  schoolhouses  ^vere  built,  mone\'  always  raised 
easily,  and  they  Avere  kept  oj)iMi  for  llu'  larger  j)ortion  of  the 
year.  Sa)n])son  Sheafe  Avas  t  he  lirst  sidioolmasl cr  ^\  hose  name 
I  lind;  he  w  as  a  graduate  of  llarN  ard  (Jollegc;  in  IT."!.").  Schools 
were  for  boys;  girls  had  small  opportunities  for  education  at 
the  pul)lic  t'xpi'nse.  After  a  timc.  gii'ls  luul  a  school  of  llu'ir 
own  in  tlu;  sunnuer;  then  they  were  admitted  to  tlu'  same 
schools  as  the  boys,  but  not  until  the  latter  had  had  tlu'  lion's 
share;  that  is,  the  boys  were  dismissed  at  four  o'clocd;  in  the 
afternoon,  and  the  girls  took  what  was  left  of  the  day  and  tlu- 
teacher.  in  time,  they  had  ecjual  pii  \  ilegi's  ;  yes,  greater,  o)' 
a\'ailed  them,>el\ I's  moiH'  cai\,'fully  (d  llieiu;  until  it,  is  a  common 
ol)se)'\at  ion  that-  they  are  bet  ter  schohii'^  lhan  11iel)oys.  Xa\iga- 
tion,  a  fa\()rite  study  liei'e,  was  generall)  taught,  not  in  school. 
I>ut  by  some  letired  ship-master.     The  couipael  iie>s  of  New 
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Castle  lias  made  possible  i;raded  schools  ;  a  \o.vy  great  advautanc, 
not  usual  iu  small  country  communities.  We  now  have  three  : 
primary,  intermediate  and  giamnnir. 

[  doubt  if  the  population  of  the  town  has  varied  much  for  two 
hundi'ed  years ;  it  has  seldom  been  less  than  live,  or  more  than 
se\'en  hundred.  In  KJOO,  thei'e  \\ere  108  ratable  men  in  New 
Castle  ;  in  1728  there  were  131  tax-payers.  The  lirst  oHicial  census 
after  that  of  l(i9()  (which  only  numbered  ratable  [)ersons)  was 
in  1773.  IMie  po])ulatiou  was  then  GOl  :  males,  200  ;  females,  280; 
slaves,  i;5.*  During  the  lN;\'ohil ion,  tlu;  j)opulali()n  dwindled 
to  less  than  SOU;  but  in  1700  liad  rccovei-ed  to  5;!  I,  and  at, 
that  date  there  were  about  one  hundred  houses.     In  ISSl,  there 
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wei'c;  150  legal  voters,  among  whom  wei'e  14  Amazeens,  7  liells, 
10  Frosts,  Lears  and  Meloons'2  each,  0  Tarltoiis,  10  \'ennards. 
IG  Whites  and  11  Yeatons.  According  to  a  pri\al(;  enumeration, 
madi'  this  y(!ar  by  my  friend,  Mr.  i'l-cd.  Bell,  the  inhabitants 
number  GOO,  and  tlie  lunises  ];')(;. 


■*']'ln;  writei*  liad  Uie  plcahuro  of  diH(;ovei  inL(,  in  oiiu  of  llie  lumber  rooma  of  lh<; 
Coiigreysioiial  rJbrary,  the  oriLjiiial  returns  of  tlie  New  IlanipBliire  census  of  177;!. 
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III  ils  carlici-  iiistory,  New  Caslh?  liad  always  educated  iik-u  in 
its  luidst,,  and  liUiiig  its  town  olliees.  Tlieodorc  Atkinson, 
iii-adiuited  at  llarvai'd  College  in  1718,  succeeded  iiis  lather,  of 
the  same  name,  as  tA)wn  clerk.  One;  of  ils  most  i)rominent 
citi/ens,  Georue  Jallrey,  sent  his  son  to  Cambridge;,  and,  subse- 
(luently,  a  grandson  of  the  same  name.  All  tlii'ee  tilled  various 
Provincial  ollices,  as  well  as  being  in-ominent  in  local  allairs. 

We  give  an  excellent  copy  of  a  portrait  of  the  lirst  George 
JallVey,  by  Smibert.  And  also  th(i  Jallrey  coat  of  arms,  antl  the 
old  Jallrey  clock,  lirst  set  up  in  the  Jallrey  cottage,  in  l(i7(;,  and 
still  numbering  the  weary  hours  of  its  t^vo  hundred  and  eightli 
year.  It  is  claimed  to  be  the  second  oklest  clock  oi'  its  kind  in 
the  country.* 

For  the  geology  of  this  island,  1  must  refer  my  reader  to  the 
State  Keport,  in  three  volumes ;  \\'hich  may  give  him  the  neces- 
sary information,  though  I  cannot  lind  it.  It  is  clear,  the  island 
is  fonntled  on  granite  of  an  anc-ient  oi'der,  w  Inch  has  been  rent, 
ajid  beautiiied  by  volcanic  dykes. 

But  we  are  not  without  our  practical  geologist  in  New  Clastic. 
The  science,  and  our  poetry  of  ledges,  lie  kno\vs  nothing  of;  yet 
lie  knows  what  is  in  them,  and  ho^v  to  open  them  and  lind  it. 
He  is  an  artist  in  stone  walls;  the  many-angled,  misshapen  rocks 
fall  into  j)lace  and  line  from  his  liand,  and  innnediately  look  as 
though  they  c;oul(l  go  no\vher(!  t;Is(; ;  ti-y  to  change  tliem  and  you 
lind  it  is  no  fancy,  but  fact;  they  are  in  tlunr  api)ointetl  places,  and 
lit  as  if  somewhere,  and  once  before,  a  perfect  whole.  My  friend, 
William  Trefetlien,  descended  from  the  first  of  those  famous 
families  —  Tre,  I'ol  and  Pen  —  of  Cornishmen,  is  the  man  who  can 
work  these  stony  miracles  in  a  inamier  much  superior  to  that  of 
till;  ancient  TJthobolus  of  New  Castle,  lie  somewhat  i-esemljlcs 
the  ledges  in  appt;arance,  scaricd  and  weather-beaten,  lie  is  cut 
out,  as  we  say  in  the  country,  for  his  \\ork.  He  much  magnilies 
the  drill  and  the  blast ;  and  all  Avho  do  not  understand  that 
business,  are  to  him  unimportant  people.  lie  ])releuds  the 
ledges  know  him  and  are  afraid  of  him,  but  that  they  w  ill  bull\ 
any  other  man  in  town;  and  u  i-  true,  luj  has  so  identilieil 

*l  iiMi  iiuli'btfil  to  J >r.  r>.  Joy  Jc'iYiics,  of  l'>o^t()ll,  for  piTuiissioii  to  i-oj)}-  llie 
l)()itrait;  and  to  NVuIIcm-  JcHVicr;,  lOsq.,  of  tin;  Hiinie  place,  for  llu'  -lallVry  cuat  of 
arms  and  clocli. 

'i'lic  ruotto  of  the  coat  of  anno  in,  I'ust  Xubila  I'hmbuft. 
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himself  with  them  that  no  one  tliinks  of  attacking  them  without 
liis  aid  and  counsel.  He  is  tlieir  ti  iie  poet  and  lover,  lie  th'ills, 
blasts  and  pries,  and  talks  to  the  llying  fragments  as  if  thc}^  were 
his  children  and  pets.  ICvei-ybody  runs  away  fr(jm  them;  lie 
walks  leisurel}'  oil".  He  stands  to  his  gun  and  is  never  hit.  Tlie 
pieces  know  him,  as  the  bees  their  keeper.  He  declares  that  a 
ledge  likes  to  be  blown  up,  is  glad  of  release;,  of  a  m!W  sensa- 
tion and  a  little  travel.  This  rough  and  rocky  man  is  a  true  poet 
in  his  relation  to  the  one  thing  tiiat  interests  him  ;  and  of  him 
we  learn  geology  and,  perchance,  other  useful  lessons. 

The  soil  of  New  Castle  is  mostly  disintegrated  rock.  This 
gives  to  leaf  and  flower,  with  the  iodine  of  the  sea,  their  brighter 
colors  than  those  of  Inland  meadow  and  mountain.  Here,  the 
wild  rose  in  summer  is  our  most  al)undant  and  pretty  flower; 
and  in  autunni  the  golden-rods,  of  Avhich  there  are  several  kinds. 
'•  I'lentie  of  single  damask  roses,  very  sweete" — was  one  of 
the  lirst  descriptive  accounts  of  this  part  of  ISIew  England, 
Francis  Higginson,  in  1G29.  So  they  continue  to  be;  and  every- 
where the  sweet-briar  is  mingled  with  tlu^m,  tall,  delicate,  the 
high-born  lady  of  all  wild  flowers;  sullused,  not  wilh  the 
crimson  hues  of  garden  roses,  ljut  the  faint,  pink  blush  of  liner 
blood.  Both  are  single-leaved  and  full  of  thorns,  difficult  to 
transplant  and  fading  quickly  when  plucked,  the  very  embodi- 
ment of  Avildness.  Go  ])y  them,  mademoiselle,  and  lca\  (.'  them 
where  they  grow;  they  cannot  adorn  your  bosom  so  much  as 
they  do  your  pathway.  It  is  evident  they  love  to  be  admired, 
for  they  gather  by  all  our  roadsides  and  lanes,  Avhere  they  l)loom 
from  June  to  October,  the  later  flowers  being  always  more 
deeply  colored  than  the  earlier,  in  harmony  with  the  ripened, 
deeper  tone  which  pervades  all  nature  at  the  cl(;se  of  the  year. 
The  lirst  llower  that  appears  alx^ve  our  ledges  is  the  saxifrage. 
It  bears  a  cluster  of  dull,  ^vhite  blossoms,  with  a  faint,  sweet 
l)erfume.  Suddenly  they  fade  and  arc;  gone,  llower,  stem  and 
leaf.  It  is  a  very  humble  plant,  yet  the  Iwldest  I  know  ;  for  no 
weatlier  or  belated  spring  intimiiUites  it.  It  keeps  its  a})point- 
ment,  evidently,  with  some  stai>,  \s  Jiose  clustered,  milk3'-\\  ay  it 
I'esembles  more  than  anything  in  natui'e,  as  it  coNers  the  bare 
t()i)s  of  the  l(!dg(;s,  whicii  rise  at  intervals  11u(jugh  llie  grecu 
tii'lds;  and  in  tlie  night  you  may  follow  fh(;ir  line  by  the;  cloudy 
wliJteness  of  the  thickly-growiug  saxifrage.    The  day  we  look 
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for  it  we  are  apt  to  find  it;  doublless  it  was  expectiiii?  us;  and  we 
now  feel,  by  its  sij^n,  that  sprin;^^-  cannot  l)e  taken  awa}'  fn^jn  us. 

Tlie  latest  blooming,  of  tlie  smaller  llowers  on  this  island,  is 
the  purple  gerardia.  "Once,  in  a  gx^lden  houi-,"  I  tried  to  i)iu(l 
these  two  plants  into  a  single  noseuay,  and  gatlier  their  si)iriliia] 
meaning. 


ROSE-GKRAKDIA. 


On  iny  kiuhH  f:irm  whoii;  rocks  uiid  \vcc'ds  toiituud 

Which  nhall  pussess  Uie  luosl  its  baneuuess, 

In  earlic-Bt  spring,  tlie  oiuiitst  llower, 

AhiiOBt  untimely,  is  the  Saxifrage, 

'I'he  season's  dear  though  humble  l)aihingor, 

Most  dear  to  country  folks  because  tlie  lirst; 

Keariug  on  fragile  Ktem  its  clustered  crown, 

Between  the  scams  of  rocks,  by  east  A\iuds  blown, 

And  with  a  feeljle  rout  and  few,  low  leaves 

As  if  it  needed  neither  earth  nor  sun, 

But  grew  by  that  exhilarating  sense 

Of  winter  past  and  far-ot'f  breath  of  spring 

That  likewise  man  by  liis  own  tohens  knows.  ' 

But  when  all  summer's  lush  and  favored  flowers. 

Fed  on  the  highest  suns  and  richest  dews, 

Rooted  in  mellow  soil  and  sheltered  nooks, 

Are  blighted  with  the  year's  autumnal  change, 

Then  once  again,  in  thin,  iinfei'tile  lands. 

Along  the  beach-side,  and  the  meadow  marge, 

The  llose-Gerardia  swings  its  little  bell. 

And  will  not  let  the  season  go  too  soon, 

But  liolds  it  wiih  a  blessing  and  a  tear. 

Its  very  leav(>s  do  deprecate  the  frost, 

A  h  eady  brown  so  not  to  tempt  his  touch. 

And  as  the  tliought  of  b[>ring,  and  not  spring's  self, 

Drew  from  its  cievices  along  tin;  ledge 

The  sweet,  presaging  herald.  Saxifrage, 

So  now  the  latest  llower,  on  winter's  verge, 
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(iiows  by   the  iiu'iuory  of  tminini-r  (l;iys, 
Dicinib  of  tlie  ro8e  and  liliislic-  al  its  dream. 

All  of  tl\e  more  coniuion  w  ild  flowers  are  found  liei'c  ;  I  know 
of  no  rare  ones.  Strainonium  grows  on  the  beaches  ;  tlie  Avild  pea 
also,  and  wild  celery.  There  grows  also  the  single-plunH.'d,  sea- 
side goUlen-rod.  Tin;  wild  niorning-ghjr}',  coiivoh  iilus  or  nian- 
of-lhc-cartli,*  is  connnoii  and  luxuriant,  ^''iolets,  ])Oth  white  and 
blue,  the  lields  are  full  of  in  Ma}'  and  -June,  but  without  odor. 
Columbine  is  found  on  ledges  w  here  there  is  a  little  soil.  The 
wood  anemone  we  have,  l)Ut  not  arbutus,  which  is  singula)-, 
considering  the  situation,  and  that  it  is  found  e\crywhere  t'lse 
in  the  region.  Verhaps  the  island  was  wot  I'nritanic  enough  foi- 
the  maydlower  of  tiie  Pilgrims.  Our  Nvhiti'  daisies  ai'e  uncom- 
monly large;  they  are  the  beautiful  j)ests  of  all  our  grass-lands. 
The  i)urple  asters  seldom  stray  into  our  fields,  but  keep  to  Ihe 
I'oad-sides,  in  company  Avith  golden-rods,  roses  and  lo^v  lamhkill. 
Clethra,  or  sweet-pepperbush,  I  liave  ne\'er  fcmnd  but  once. 
Tyrola,  or  \vinter-green,  Tndian-pi[)e,  i)inesap,  are  rare.  Here 
and  tiiere  is  a  shadbusli.,  and  catkimied  willows  ai'e  common. 
The  water-willows  show  signs  of  renewing  life,  in  damp  w  ealht'i-, 
as  early  as  February.  "We  have;  the  most  I>eaut-iful  of  tlie  orchis 
tribt',  the  adder's-tongiui  pogonia.  Th(i  pimpernel  is  not  very 
eonnnon  here;  Ave  llnd  it  oftenest  in  tlu.-  bottom  of  old  cart- 
tracks  through  the  iielcls  nearest  tlui  shore.  The  cranberry 
springs  up  on  the  sides  of  every  wet  j)lace  and  in  all  the 
swamps.  ()nce  we  tiiought  the  cranl)eri'y  a\'ou1(1  mal<e  us  so 
comfortable  that  Ave  coidd  cultivate  tlie  nnise  at  ease,  ui)on  its 
protits.  VVhat  nmd,  sand  and  I'oots  did  ^ve  do  battle  with  in 
right  good  will!  In  vain;  and  this  little,  red,  acid  grape  of  the 
swamp  we  now  look  ui)ou  in  the  temi)er  (»f  Tlvsop's  fox.  T)Ut  for 
one  thing  we  still  connnend  it:  no  amount  of  cultixation  e\er 
depriv(;s  it  of  its  Avild  flavor.  There  is  a  single  small  patch  of 
the  mountain  cranl)erry  on  the  island,  an  estray  froui  some 
distant  hill-top.  I  could  name  several  otlier  plants,  not  indige- 
nous heri',  but  which  I  ha\'t;  seen  for  a  single  season  and  no  more. 
Thei-e  ai'e  many  beautiful  \\ild  grasses,  which,  in  like  manner. 


*'riie  eonvolviiluri  liaa  u  root,  iiu-reatiintj  in  size  and  stumpy  at  tlio  eiul,  and  a 
fancied  resenibhince  to  a  liUJe  man. 
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come  and  g<j,  railing"  Lo  liiul  a  I'ricadly  iiabitat.  Sootii  t(j  say, 
there  is  one  we  have  always  witli  us;  though  we  drive  it  to  the 
edge  of  tlic  field,  we  never  get  it  quite  out;  it  comes  back  under 
ground,  secretly  forcing  its  way  with  many-jointed,  sliarp- 
pointed  spears;  it  is  what  we  name  here  witcli-grass,  miscalled 
from  quitch-grass ;  known  to  some  as  couch-grass,  and  in  botany 
as  triticum  repens.  It  is  a  veiy  good  grass  for  lazy  farmers, 
since  the  land  will  yield  a  faii;crop  of  hay  from  it,  after  e\ery 
other  kind  has  run  out. 

The  most  conmion  shrubs  are  the  ljay])erry,  barberry  and 
sweet-fern.  The  barberry,  wliich  Jeremy  Belknap  says  had 
become  domesticated  here  as  early  as  i7'J2,  is  a  hantlsome  object 
among  the  rocks  all  tlie  year  round.  Us  root  and  iinier  bark,  of 
bright  yellow,  are  nuich  used  by  New  Castle  dames  for  dyeing. 
Its  fruit  hangs  upon  the  sprays  all  winter;  which,  with  the  great 
crimson  panicle  of  the  sumach,  lights  up  December  days,  or 
warms  the  snowy  landscape.  Besides  this  beauty,  it  has  a  use: 
many  a  poor  robin  and  sparrow,  belated,  or  having  lost  their 
southern  way,  save  themselves  from  starvation  on  the  dried  seeds 
of  the  barl>erry.  Therefore,  you  who  are  mindful  of  your  own 
winter  sauce,  remember  the  hungry  little  birds,  and  do  not  quite 
strip  the  bushes.  When  very  hard  pushed,  birds  will  eat  the 
juniper  berry,  wiiich  is  about  as  large,  and  full  as  bitter,  as  imy 
pill.  When  I  see  the  crows  eating  them  I  know  there  is  absolute 
distress  and  famine  in  their  world.  The  juniper  is  providential 
in  the  worst  seasons  to  the  mice,  also,  who  find  under  its  warm 
blanket  unfrozen  ground,  and,  not  infrequently,  eat  up  their 
benefactor. 

I  think  it  was  Thoreau  who  said  in  his  rambles  on  Cape 
Cod,  that  every  landscape  which  was  dreary  enough,  had  a 
certain  beauty  to  his  eyes.  The  same  remark  has  been  made 
about  very  homely  people.  Excessive;  sand  or  rock  have  their 
own  charm;  which  here  the  juniper  adds  much  to.  It  quickly 
covers  all  waste,  unsightly  places,  with  its  green,  chai-itable 
mantle.  The  universal  effort  of  nature  is  toward  beauty.  If 
the  earth  is  an  accident,  it  has  had  remarkable  luck  to  make  itself 
so  perfect  and  so  admirable  as  to  conceal  its  base  origin,  and 
seem  like  a  premeditated  Avork  of  the  highest  skill.  But  let  us 
not  trouble  ourselves  with  theology  or  science  ;  both  are  robbers  ; 
one  of  our  peace  of  mind,  tiie  other  of  our  admiration,  to  which 
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there  ever  goes  something  ot  mystery.  One  small  iairy  liehl 
in  New  Castle  is  \vorth  tlie  whole  kingdom  of  science. 

Closely  akin  to  the  juniper  is  the  sa^■in-tree,  Avhich,  though  an 
ovei'green,  wears  in  ^vintc^r  a  browni>h  dress,  i  am  noL  sure 
that  the  creeping  juniiK'r  is  not  occasionally  o\  crtakcn  with  an 
ambition  to  become  a  tree,  and  that  it  mascpierades,  like  a 
successful  parvenu,  in  the  form  of  a  savin,  now  and  tlien.  ]t  is 
not,  nowever,  A'ery  triumphant  here,  I'arely  reacliing  a  height  of 
over  eight  feet;  and  it  pays  the  jtenalty  of  its  presumption  by 
an  'early  deatli. 

Of  deciduous  trees  Ave  lune  almost  none.  Certain  pai'ts 
of  the  island  were  once  sparsely  coN  cred  'with  oak  and  walnut, 
which,  by  the  end  of  the  l\evoluti(jn,  had  mostly  disappeared. 
Their  wood  may  now  l)e  found  in  many  an  old  New  Castle 
liouse.  The  original  growth  of  liard-wootl  trees  was  used  up 
in  hous(!  and  boat  buikling,  and  in  \arious  fortihcat ions  con- 
sti'ucted  here  from  1(»U)  to  177t>,  and  for  fuel.  Subse<]Uently 
the  town  was  dt'|)endent  for  fuel  upon  i)eat,  of  AN'hich  large 
quantities  used  to  be  dug  out  of  the  swam[)s;  and  upon  Avood, 
brought  in  gundalows  from  the  shores  of  the  creeks  and  the 
upper  Piscataqua.  At  all  times  the  beaches  have  furnished  drifl- 
Avood  and  timber,  and  often  more  valuable  prizes.  '•  Chipping" 
is  a  favorite  employment  of  w(^mcn  and  children  ;  and  any  thing 
too  large  for  a  basket  is  left  to  be  called  for  with  a  boat.  You 
can  always  hnd  enough  to  b(;il  the  sunnner  tea-kettle.  An  old 
sea-log,  well  soaked  and  salted,  makes  the  best  of  backlogs; 
the  Ijcst  because  it  Lists  long,  hardly  burns,  but,  as  it  A\erc, 
simmers,  with  here  and  there  little  tongues  of  bright  yellow  and 
green  flames.  With  some  dryer  and  more  combustible  sticks 
from  the  wood-pile,  you  may  kindle  a  cheerful  blaze,  and  in  the 
long  winter  evenings  stretch  your  legs  before  it,  and 

—  "let  tlie  grey-greeu  ^i-a 
Go  tumble  as  it  will  upon  the  short;." 

As  }'ou  sit  and  look  into  the  drift-wood  fire,  antl  see  how  ihi' 
cleadest  log  can  be  made  livi'l},  30U  jcadily  ))(.:lieve  tlu;  Jn(iian"> 
book  of  Genesis,  which  said  that  the  lirst  )jair  were  c:reated  out 
of  drift-wood.  The  miracle  can  be  i-ei^eated ;  at  least  open  tin  s 
are  favorable  in  bringing  to  lite  the  aliections  and  human 
attractions. 
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I-incs  now  cover  all  the  uncultivated  i)oi-tion?*  o!"  New  Castle. 
Long  may  they  soar  and  sing  I 

—  "  argutuiuqiie  iieiiius  pinosquu  loquentos 
Semper  habot." 

But  the  wood-dealer  looks  with  envious  eye  upon  them.  We 
have  just  now  i)lucked,  as  brands  from  the  l)urning,  the  pines  of 
I>os')i  Hill.  There  are  three  kinds  of  thcni  here  :  the  Avhite, 
j)itch  or  yellow,  and  the  Norway  pine,  known  also,  popularly,  as 
the  stone-pine.  The  white-pine  is  foui--lea\ed,  the  pitch  three- 
leaved,  and  the  Norway  two-leaved. 

"Ill  strict  Hociety 
Three  conifers,  white,  pitcii  and  Norway  piue, 
P'ive-leaved,  three  leaved  and  Iwo-leaved,  grow  hereby." 

The  pine  woods  shelter  us  very  much  from  the  cold,  north- 
westerly winds  of  Avinter;  and  their  wholesome  balsam  fills  tlie 
siunmer  air.  They  also  make  a  line  luirmony  of  color,  against 
the  gray,  protruding  ledges  and  the  sea. 

'J'he  earth  does  not  cease  to  i)roduce  infinite  forms  ot  life 
when  it  sinks  out  of  sight  and  the  ocean  covers  it.  To  the 
very  verge  of  the  tide  grow  the  things  which  love  the  sun  and 
tfhe  up])er  air ;  aiid,  at  the  next  step,  begins  another  order  ()f 
beings,  vegetable  and  animal,  living  in  tlie  vespertinal  light  of 
the  inuler  \vorld.  We  dwell  here  on  tlni  boundary  of  these  Ivvo 
realms,  and  Jiave  to  ileal  Avith  ))oth. 

The  emblem  of  New  Castle  should  be  a  waving  line. 

As  the  land  approaches  the  sea  it  prepares  itself  for  the 
plunge;  becomes  more  and  more  naked,  in  order  to  support 
those  forms  of  life  that  need  only  the  bare  rock. 

The  fortunes  of  New  Castle  would  make  an  excellent  subject 
for  a  novel  or  poem;  they  continually  divci't  one  from  Avi'iting 
exact  history,  Avhich,  however  c()iui)i(  (el y  exj)lored  and  ri'lated, 
would  be  unimportant,  and  of  inlert  i  only  to  tliose  already 
interested.  I  have  aimed  at  a  larger  auilience  in  treating  of 
what  is  characteristic  in  an  insular  peoi)le,  and  their  peculiar 
environnient.  This  peoi)le  has  undergone  many  strange  fortunes 
from  j)olitical  events,  and  from  the  ac(,'ident  of  their  situatiuu. 
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Though  never  liavhig  seen  imtch  actual  conflict,  they  liave  Ijeen 
continually  in  a  state  of  preparation  and  alarm.  They  were  in 
dread  of  French  and  Indians  I'roni  the  lirst  settlement  almost  to 
the  l\e\'olution.  In  tlu?  l)ey,inning  of  tlie  latter  war,  they  lost 
their  honu'S  and  much  of  their  property.  Ne\v  ("astU;  was  nearly 
deserted  in  the  winter  of  1775;  such  as  remained  lived  in  their 
cellars,  from  fear  of  the  attack  of  British  cannon.  The  town 
was  pillaged  by  the  enemy,  and  damaged  almost  as  nuich  by  our 
own  troops.  For  the  latter  loss  it  was  granted  recompen^e  to 
the  amount  of  nearly  one  thousand  pounds.  After  the  lievolu- 
tion  the  times  were  hard;  the  doi)reciated  currency  would  buy 
but  little,  and  there  >\as  litth;  to  buy;  while  whoever  held  on  to 
his  paper  money  was  liable  to  Ije  rumed.  In  January,  1780,  it 
took  lifteen  dollars  to  pay  for  one  buslud  of  corn ;  l>y  August  of 
the  same  year,  lifty.  Beef,  at  the  same  date,  was  Avorlh  four 
and  one-half  dollars  per  pound;  au(,[  leather  six  to  twenty  dollars 
per  pound.  No  sooner  had  the  town  recovered  from  the  misfor- 
tunes of  this  war,  than  it  was  again  disturbed  and  made  to  sulfer 
for  full  four  years  l)y  the  war  of  1812.  And  though  there  was 
prosperity  here  during  the  Rel)eUion,  it  was  only  apparent ;  it 
was  harmful,  and  it  left  behind  evils.  The  government  works 
here,  and  the  Navy  Yartl  near  by,  might  seem  to  be  an  advantage 
for  laboring  men  and  mechanics;  yet  the  eilect  has  been  to 
debauch  the  political  conscience  of  this  community,  as  of  all 
others  in  the  neighborhood.  The  Navy  Yard  has  been,  in  par- 
ticular, the  source  of  the  most  dangerous  kind  of  social  evils; 
indirect  bribery  in  elections;  lai'ger  wages,  shorter  hours  and 
less  work  in  them,  than  private  enterprise  could  compete  witli ; 
withdrawal  of  men  from  their  trades  and  natural  occu])ations, 
until  they  became  unlitted  for  them,  and  incapable  of  any  ellbrt 
while  the  Navy  Yard  lield  out  a  i)rospect,  for  which  they  were 
willing  to  wait  in  idleness  and  expectation  half  a  year  for  a 
month's  job,  — in  short,  i)referring  the  government's  half  loaf 
to  any  other  whole.  This  has  been  the  danger  to  independein  e 
of  thought  in  jiolitics,  aud  the  obstruction  to  material  pros- 
pi- rity. 

Other  kinds  of  adversity  the  town  has  not  known  much  of. 
No  great  lire  has  ever  occurred  ;  and  but  one  deadly  pestilence, 
—  that  was  in  1735,  and  it  swept  o\er  the  whole  Province. 
New  Castle  lost  eleven  children,  among  other  deaths,  under  ten 
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yciirs  of  age,  in  a  fcMV  days.  It,  ^^•a^  called  a  "throat  dislciiipcr." 
and,  at  the  time,  attributed  '-to  souk?  oceulL  (juality  in  the  air." 
No  doubt  it  was  a  diphtheritic  epi(k:niic. 

Two  incniorable  storms  have  devastated  tlic  ishmd,  on  its 
eastern,  nortliei'n  and  soutliern  sides.  On  tlie  22d  February,  1083, 
liap])ene(l  the  fiercest  storm  and  liighest  title  ever  known  on  the 
New  England  coast  up  to  that  period.  The  bridge  across  Little 
IIarl)or  was  nearly  ruined  in  this  storm.  It  was  the  time,  alrt'ady 
described,  of  the  comet,  of  Cranlield,  of  witchcraft,  and  the 
minds  of  men  in  this  region,  at  least,  were  tilled  with  distress. 
In  April,  1851,  occurred  the  next  great  storm,  the  eifects  of  AN  hich 
arc  still  visible  in  New  Castle.  It  began  on  a  full  moon,  spi  ing 
tide,  and  the  Avind  blew  a  gale  three  days  and  nights  frc^m 
the  northeast.  The  sea  broke  through  the  Ijeaches,  and  made  an 
island  of  Jalfrey  I\jint.  Peo[)le  gatlieretl  their  household  goods 
together,  ready  to  depart  on  thi'  third  day  to  some  friendly 
Ararat.  Some  thought  it  the  end  of  all  things,  and  prepared  to 
face  it  where  they  ^vere.  It  is  very  ditticult  to  remember  the 
scriptural  ])romise  of  no  more  floods,  when  a  great  storm  comes 
down  on  the  seashore  at  the  equinoxes.  Once  already,  act.'ord- 
ing  to  Indian  tradition,  has  the  human  race  been  dcistroyed  in 
New  Hampshire  by  a  watery  catastroi)he ;  and  re-i)eople(l  by  a 
single  j)air,  a  Chief  Powaw  and  his  squaw  ,  who  saved  themselvijs 
on  the  top  of  Mt.  AVashington.  We  have  this  hope  and  security 
therefore  :  we  can  tlee  to  the  liills  in  the  last  emergency,  \\\{\\  a 
faint  chance  of  foumling  a  new  and  ))etter  race. 

Tiiere  were  se\'eral  yeai's  of  scarcity  in  the  eai'lit'i"  history  of 
this  I'i-o\'ince,  and  also  during  the  present  century,  which  1 
notice  only  to  ijbserve  how  the  people  of  this  island  were 
enabled  to  weather  them,  —  how,  in  fact,  they  have  under 
whatever  fortunes,  maintained  themselves,  from  the  beginaiing 
imtil  to-day.  It  has  l>een  by  lish  and  the  fishing  interest.  'J'he 
years  1814-15-lG  were  years  of  scarcity;  the  crops  failed;  corn 
was  two  dollars  and  lifty  cents  per  bushel,  and  pork  twelve 
dollars  and  fifty  cents  i)er  hundred  weight.  Seed  corn  was 
dillicult  to  obtain.  Again,  in  18;J7,  Ihere  Avas  a  year  of  almost 
famine.  But  in  all  these  years  of  want,  it  was  noticed  that  the 
niack(!rel  came  close  in  shore,  so  that  everybody  obtained  a 
supply,  enough  for  the  winter  and  some  to  exchange  for  neces- 
sities.   I'hus  the  hand  of  IM-ovidence,  not  only  has  supi^orted 
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thi.s  people  ill  distress,  1)y  a  direct  iiitf'ri)()siti()ii,  but  lias  by  the 
same  loia'u  pointed  out  to  llu-m  pl.iinly  llieir  pr()()cr  f)usiiu;ss 
and  vocation.  It  lias  sliow  n  lliern  wiiy  lliey  were  planted  in  the 
inldst  of  the  seas;  nor  has  it,  as  yel,  by  any  divine  signal,  called 
them  from  their  ijeantifnl  honu^  and  appointed  work,  to  l)ecome 
apostles  and  prophets.  It  is  enough  to  Ixi  a  ski|)per  in  sunnner, 
and  a  urand-jnryman  in  winter. 

Whatever  fails  they  can  iit)  a-lishing.  Though  money  be  scarce, 
nothing  doing  at  the  Navy  Yard,  no  shoes  to  make,  no  earth- 
works building  and  the  world  likely  t-o  last  another  year,  there 
are  still  trc^asures  in  the  sea  for  the  seeking.  The  fisherman  can 
almost  al\N'a3's  securt'  a  shan?  of  them;  so  that  iu!  can  sell  some, 
sotne  lu!  can  cure  for  future  use,  and  the  remainder  is  fo<3d  for 
the  day.  .Vnd  the  tishermau  is  over  expecting  a  pri/,e  ;  expec(,nncy 
is  his  Hag,  and  an  luulying  hope  his  chart:  those  make  of  his 
l)usini'ss  a  half  i)astime. 

The  fisherman's  idyl  has  never  l>een  written.*  His  life  remains 
such  as  it  hasl)een,  with  litth;  variation,  in  all  ages;  and  here  for 
more  than  two  hundred  years  there  has  been  no  marked  change, 
and  few  of  those  imi)rovements  and  in\  entions  Nvhich  in  the  same 
l)eriod  ha\x'  transformed  nearly  all  other  trades  and  pursuits. 
3uch  pictures,  such  actix  ity  and  events  as  belonged  to  these 
.shores  and  their  iidiabitauts  long  ago  may  be  obserx  ed  to-day. 

The  si)riug  has  come;  the  fishermen  are  seen  al)out  their 
vessels  and  boats,  bending  sails,  scraping  spars  and  masts, 
patching  and  painting.  They  an-  preparing  for  a  cruise,  and 
soon  are  luieasy  to  lie  oil'.  Tlic)'  wait  a  day  or  two  longer 
for  \\'eat.lu'r,  for  ))ait,  or  somctliing  to  C()ntplete  the  outfit. 
Now  the  -'Mary  Kliza"  is  preMuned  to  be  a.s  nearl\'  read}'  as  all 
hands  can  make  her.  I  see,  oxer  the  low  hills  and  the  \'illage 
i-oofs,  her  slender  masts  swaying  with  the  turning  tide.  She  is  all 
ill  order,  tidy,  provisioned  and  ballasted;  and  early  in  the  morn- 
ing, yes,  at  midnight,  the  skipper  is  aboard,  and  the  older  men  of 
the  crew  arrive  not  long  after;  they  begin  to  trim  the  sails;  they 
are  waiting  for  the  yoiuiu  men.  \\  hom  pcrciiance  their  sweet- 

* 'tliocjcritus  :iU.cini>Unl  one,  Imi  iiul  willi  liis  uKiial  huccom^.  'tlu;  lisli  ii^eif 
liJiH  had  Iti'Uor  luck,  Ihoimli  iU'Vcr  f(Hi:il  lo  tliat  of  tiic  Itini'K.  ^'t•t  fiiu  ,  poetic 
wonts  have  l)ft'ii  w  ritU'ii  in  piaim'  and  di'scnption  of  litli  ;  and  ,St.  Anlliony's 
HtTinoii  l(j  Ijicm  in  alniOMt  m  jku'im. 
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hearts'  anus  are  delayini;.  Now  tlie  crew  is  miinljered ;  IIk; 
mooring  cast  ofl'.  Slie  talces  the  tide  around  Fort  Point  and  Stik;- 
inan's  Rocks  ;  tlie  wind  is  still  asleep  ;  tlie  sun,  bringer  of  the  soft 
morning"  l)reeze,  is  not  up;  though  AYliale  s  J>aek  Light  begins  to 
pale  against  the  morning  red.  In  the  tar  east  the  sun  is  suddenl}' 
born,  large,  amorphous,  with  no  splendor  in  his  beams  as  yet. 
But  the  wind  of  the  west  springs  u{)  at  the  same  moment, 
brightening  his  face,  tilling  the  sails  of  the  little  vessel  almost 
instantly.  Now  she  gains  way  and  obeys  the  helm  to  an  inch. 
She  glides  past  AVhale's  Back,  past  Kitt's  Kock,  and  takes  the 
wind  on  the  other  quart(!r,  steering  (uistwnrd.  She  lias  entered 
ni)on  her  voyage  in  earnest.  We  watch  her  Avith  heartfelt  good- 
will;  from  the  clifl'  waves  a  white  handkerchief;  it  signals  a 
deeper  emotion  than  ours.  But  our  wish  is  connnon  —  niay  they 
all  return  that  go  forth,  and  witli  a  full  fare  !  She  has  ])ec()me  a 
speck  on  the  great  ocean  ;  ^^  hen  you  take  your  eyes  J'roni  her 
now  you  will  not  be  able  to  lind  lier  again. 
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